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The Holy Angels: 
Who are they and what Do They Have to Do with Us? 

If I asked most Orthodox Christians whether they believe in angels, I imagine almost 

everyone would immediately say yes. We see angels throughout our churches. We hear 

about them constantly in the Divine Liturgy. We celebrate feast days dedicated to them. 

We pray to our guardian angel. The Archangels Michael and Gabriel are among the most 

recognizable figures in Orthodox iconography. But if I followed that first question with 

another one—“Okay, so what exactly do we believe about angels?” We might have a lit-

tle more difficulty answering. 

Our culture certainly has plenty of ideas about angels. We see little chubby babies 

with wings on greeting cards. Movies and television have given us all kinds of stories 

about people dying and becoming angels. We hear someone say after a loved one dies, 

“God needed another angel in heaven.” It sounds comforting, but none of those things 

really tell us what the Orthodox Church teaches about angels. So, who are the angels? 

Where do they fit into God's creation? And perhaps most importantly, what do they have 

to do with our lives as Orthodox Christians? The answer to that last question is: quite a 

bit more than we probably realize. 

First of All, What Is an Angel? The word “angel” comes from the Greek ἄγγελος 

(angelos), which simply means messenger. In other words, “angel” tells us something 

about what these spiritual beings do. They are God's messengers and servants. Angels are 

created beings. They are not little gods, they are not divine, and they are certainly not to 

be worshipped. There is only one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Everything else that 

exists, whether visible or invisible, exists because God created it. We actually hear this 

every Sunday in the Creed: “I believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 

and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.” The angels are part of that invisible 

creation. 

Unlike us, angels are spiritual beings and do not have physical bodies by nature. 

When Scripture describes an angel appearing in a visible form, God is allowing that an-

gel to become perceptible to human beings. This is also why our icons portray angels in 

ways that communicate spiritual realities—the wings, for example, show us the speed 

and readiness with which they carry out the will of God. And here is one misconception 

worth clearing up right away: When we die, we do not become angels. I know that may 

ruin a few greeting cards, but human beings and angels are different creations. God creat-

ed us as human beings, body and soul. Our Christian hope is not that someday our souls 

escape our bodies, sprout wings, and turn into angels. Our hope is the resurrection of the 

dead. We will remain human beings. Christ Himself rose bodily from the dead, and He 

promises that we will be raised as well. 

Continued on next page 



The angels have their vocation, and we have ours. Angels Are Everywhere in Scripture Once we start look-

ing for them, we quickly discover that angels appear throughout the entire story of salvation. After Adam and 

Eve are expelled from Paradise, the Cherubim guard the way to the Tree of Life. Angels appear to Abraham. 

Jacob sees angels ascending and descending between heaven and earth. The Prophet Isaiah sees the Seraphim 

surrounding the throne of God crying: “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts!” The Archangel Gabriel an-

nounces the birth of St. John the Baptist to Zacharias. Then Gabriel is sent to Nazareth, where he gives the 

Theotokos the news that changes human history: “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you.” At 

Christ's Nativity, angels announce His birth to the shepherds. After Christ is tempted in the wilderness, angels 

minister to Him. An angel strengthens Him before His Passion. At the empty tomb, angels proclaim the Resur-

rection. At the Ascension, angels speak to the Apostles. And the Book of Revelation gives us magnificent im-

ages of the countless heavenly hosts worshipping before the throne of God. So angels are certainly not a side 

issue that Christians invented centuries later. They are woven throughout Holy Scripture. 

The tradition of the Church speaks about nine ranks, or orders, of angels, generally arranged into three 

groups. The highest three are the Seraphim, Cherubim, and Thrones. Then come the Dominions, Virtues, and 

Powers. Finally, we have the Principalities, Archangels, and Angels. We shouldn't imagine this as though 

heaven has an organizational chart hanging on the wall somewhere. The ranks help us understand that there is 

order within the angelic creation and that the various heavenly powers serve God in different ways. 

The Seraphim are especially associated with burning love for God. Isaiah describes them surrounding 

God's throne and continually crying: “Holy, Holy, Holy!” Sound familiar? It should. We sing those very words 

during every Divine Liturgy. The Cherubim are likewise closely associated with the presence and glory of 

God. In fact, every Sunday we sing: “We who mystically represent the Cherubim…” Think about what we are 

saying there. During the Divine Liturgy, we are being invited to join the worship of heaven. 

Among the Archangels, the two most familiar to us are Michael and Gabriel. The Archangel Michael is 

portrayed as the great defender and commander of the heavenly hosts. His name means, “Who is like God” 

The Archangel Gabriel, whose name means “God is my strength,” is especially known as the messenger who 

brings the good news of the Incarnation to the Theotokos. We also know the Archangel Raphael, particularly 

through the Book of Tobit, where he accompanies Tobias and is associated with healing. But Scripture makes 

something very clear: the angelic hosts are enormous. We know the names of only a few. 

Yes, You Have a Guardian Angel. This is probably the part that becomes most personal for us. The Church 

teaches that we have a guardian angel. And this isn't something we tell children because it makes them feel 

safe at night. It is part of the prayer and sacramental life of the Church. At Baptism, the priest asks God to as-

sign the newly baptized Christian “an angel of light” who will protect him or her from the assaults of the evil 

one. Christ Himself speaks about angels who watch over His little ones: “Their angels always see the face of 

My Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 18:10) So what exactly does our guardian angel do? Our guardian an-

gel protects us according to God's will, prays for us, encourages us toward what is good, and accompanies us 

in our struggle toward salvation. That doesn't mean that your guardian angel is a celestial bodyguard who guar-

antees that nothing bad will ever happen to you. We still have free will. Other people have free will. We live in 

a fallen world. We get sick. Accidents happen. People make terrible decisions. We experience suffering. Hav-

ing a guardian angel does not mean God has promised us a life without difficulty. Rather, it means that we 

never make the journey alone. I think that is something we sometimes forget. We speak quite naturally about 

asking our family and friends to pray for us. Yet God has also given us a spiritual companion who stands be-

fore Him and intercedes for us. That is why the Church gives us prayers to our guardian angel and encourages 

us to develop an awareness of his presence. Maybe we should actually talk to him once in a while! 

Are Angels Actually Present in Church? Yes. And this is one of my favorite parts of our Orthodox under-

standing of worship. Before the Small Entrance, the priest quietly says a prayer that most people in the congre-

gation never hear: “Master, Lord our God, who has appointed in heaven orders and hosts of angels and 

archangels for the service of Your glory, grant that with our entrance there may be an entrance of holy an-

gels, serving with us and glorifying Your goodness.” Now read that again. We are asking God that the angels 

enter with us and celebrate the Liturgy with us. That completely changes how we should think about Sunday 



morning. Sometimes we can look around the church and judge the Liturgy by how many people showed up. 

“Church was packed today!” Or unfortunately: “Where is everybody?” From our human perspective, that is 

understandable. But from the perspective of the Church, there is no such thing as a poorly attended Divine Lit-

urgy. We are constantly surrounded by the heavenly hosts. When the priest says that God is surrounded by 

“thousands of archangels and tens of thousands of angels,” that isn't poetic filler. 

We now come one of the most remarkable moments in the Liturgy. We join their song: “Holy, Holy, Holy, 

Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are filled with Your glory.” We aren't pretending to be angels. We are wor-

shipping along side with them. For a little while, the distinction between the worship taking place in heaven 

and the worship taking place at our parish in Madison becomes very thin indeed. Heaven and earth meet at the 

altar. 

But Why Do We Pray to Angels? This is another question we hear fairly often, especially from people 

coming into Orthodoxy from Protestant backgrounds. The answer becomes much easier once we understand 

what the word “pray” actually means. To pray can simply mean to ask. We do not worship the Archangel Mi-

chael. We do not worship Gabriel. We do not worship our guardian angel. Worship belongs to God alone. 

When I ask the Archangel Michael to pray for me, I am asking for his intercession. If you come up to me after 

Liturgy and say, “Father, I've got something going on this week. Please pray for me,” I doubt anyone would 

accuse you of worshipping the priest. You are simply asking another Christian to pray for you.  

The Church understands the communion of God's people to extend beyond those we can presently see. 

Death does not destroy the Body of Christ. And the angels have always belonged to God's heavenly house-

hold. So we ask for their intercessions while knowing perfectly well that every grace, every blessing, every 

healing, and ultimately our salvation itself comes from God.  

There is something else about the angels that I think is especially important. Look at what they do whenev-

er they appear in Scripture. They point toward God. Gabriel doesn't make the Annunciation about Gabriel. Mi-

chael does not fight for his own glory. The Seraphim surrounding God's throne are not singing about them-

selves. Instead they cry: “Holy, Holy, Holy!” Everything always points toward God. That may be one of the 

greatest lessons the angels can teach us because we live in a culture that encourages almost exactly the oppo-

site. We are taught to think, Look at me. Listen to me, Follow me, Notice me, Agree with me, Make me com-

fortable, Give me what I want,  But the angels show us a different path, and that path begins and ends with all 

Glory belongs to God. 

They are powerful beyond anything we can imagine, yet their greatness is revealed precisely through their 

obedience to God. Maybe that is worth thinking about. Our greatness as Christians will never be found by 

making ourselves the center of the universe. It is found when Christ becomes the center. 

Orthodox Christianity has always understood the universe to be much larger than what we can see with our 

eyes. There is a spiritual reality surrounding us, There are angels, There are saints, There is spiritual warfare, 

There is grace, There is prayer and there is most certainly the Kingdom of God. 

And sometimes we need to remember that because it is very easy to become overwhelmed by what we see 

immediately in front of us. Bills, Work, Family problems, Illness, Anxiety, Politics, Arguments and Our end-

less schedules. The thousand little things that occupy our minds every day can easily convince us that they are 

the entirety of reality. Instead the The next time you come to Divine Liturgy, look around the church. Look at 

the icons, Look toward the altar, Listen when we sing the Cherubic Hymn, Listen when we sing: “Holy, Holy, 

Holy…” And remember what the Church is telling us. There is more happening here than our eyes can see. 

We are standing in the presence of God. The saints are worshipping with us. The angels and archangels are 

worshipping with us. Your guardian angel has not abandoned you. And when we gather around the Holy Altar, 

our little parish of Assumption Greek Orthodox Church here in Madison joins a Liturgy infinitely greater than 

anything taking place within the walls of our church. 

The angels have been singing that Liturgy since before we were born. God willing, they will still be sing-

ing it long after we have departed this life. And every Sunday, for a little while, we get to join them: “Holy, 

Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are filled with Your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 

is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.” 
+Very Rev. Archimandrite Christodoulos Margellos 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING:  Will be held on Tuesday, October 20th & Tuesday, November 17th at 

7:00 p.m. 

SPECIAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY OCT 4TH: Following Divine Liturgy on October 4th there will be a 

Special General Assembly downstairs in the Social Hall. We will be discussing and voting on the purchase of 

the House located at 17 n 7th St. It is important that we are all here so we can have qurum. Only those who are 

members in Good standing will be permitted to vote. 

ASSUMPTION 75TH ANNIVERSARY: Save the date to celebrate 75 wonderful years of Assumption! We 

will be celebrating on 11-14-2026! It is not too late to become a sponsor of this wonderful event and we wel-

come business or personal sponsorships. Watch your mailbox for the official invitation. See the attached flyer 

for more details and contact Margo Schmidt with any questions. 

STEWARDSHIP NOTE: The 2026 Church Membership list is growing. However there are still many of our 

community, who have not made their financial commitment to the church. Remember church membership be-

gins in January not when we paid last. If everyone would pay their membership on time and on a yearly basis, 

our parish would not need gimmicks such as raffles, picnics, etc. to raise funds to do God’s work and preach 

His Word in this world. YOUR CHURCH NEEDS YOUR – please pledge and pay your 2026 stewardship to-

day! 

ALTAR BOY WORKSHOP SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11TH: We are hosting a workshop for our current Al-

tar Boy & for anyone wanting to join the ranks. We will be going over proper procedure and order for services 

and processions. Anyone who would like to join the Altar boys is Welcome but must be at least 8 years old. 

Come join our blessed tradition of serving God. 

 PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS: Once again this year our Church will be electing a new Parish Council 

for the term of 2027-2028. It’s not to early to start thinking about serving on the Parish Council. Four seats 

will be open for election. If you want to see improvements and changes in our church leadership, you need to 

get involved. Sitting on the sideline doesn’t help our church win. You need to get into the game and work as a 

team to be victorious. A candidate must be a member in good standing for at least one year immediately pre-

ceding the date of the election. 

SAINT PAISIOS SERIES WATCH CLASS: Many people within the Orthodox world have fallen in love 

with the Greek TV Series on the life of Saint Paisios. We have decided for our Adult Religious Education this 

upcoming year to stream on Thursday evening one episode a week with a small discussion to follow. We will 

start this following the Parish Feast Day. Watch the bulletin for more details. We will play the episodes down-

stairs in the Social Hall weekly at 6:00 p.m. 

2026 PARISH OUTING TO FORWARD MADISON FC: On Saturday. October 17th, we will have a Par-

ish Outing to the Forward Madison FC Soccer Game vs the Portland Hearts of Pine with a 5:00 p.m. Kick-Off. 

     We have 30 tickets available for the game and they will include entrance to the game and free scarf . The 

cost is $25. To purchase tickets please contact Fr. Christodoulos through email frchristos@gmail.com or con-

tact the church office.  

     Initially we have 30 tickets. Information for buying tickets will be available soon! Join us for what is sure to 

be a great night of fun & fellowship. 

6TH ANNUAL PARISH CHILI COOK OFF: Will be on Sunday, November 8th after church, during coffee 

hour we will have the church chili cook off! Families can bring their favorite chili recipe to share, families will 

then vote on their favorite chili. The winner will then be rewarded with the golden koutala!  There will be a $7 

dollar entrance fee but Children 5 and under along with Veterans will eat for Free.  All Proceeds will go to-

wards Sunday school. If you would like to enter see the attached flier later in the Newsletter for details. 
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