PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS: Once again this year our Church will be
electing a new Parish Council for the term of 2027-2028. It’s not to early to start
thinking about serving on the Parish Council. Four seats will be open for election.
If you want to see improvements and changes in our church leadership, you need
to get involved. Sitting on the sideline doesn’t help our church win. You need to
get into the game and work as a team to be victorious. A candidate must be a
member in good standing for at least one year immediately preceding the date of
the election.

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: While we pray and work for the reconcili-
ation and unity of all the world's Christians, the reality remains that there is still no
intercommunion between our Orthodox Churches and the Churches of the West.
This means that only baptized, chrismated and observant Orthodox faithful receive
Communion in our churches. At the same time, we warmly welcome all non-
Orthodox to join us in prayer and celebration, and humbly offer to all present the
Antidoro bread of fellowship at the end of the service. We offer this important
symbol 'instead of the Gifts', in the words of the Apostle Paul, 'Till we all come to
the unity of the Faith' (Eph. 4.13).

PLEASE REMEMBER THE CHURCH IN YOUR WILL OR ESTATE
PLANNING: As we begin this new year, please consider making a Planned Gift
to the Church. A Planned Gift is an opportunity to leave a legacy that strengthens
the Church and supports its vital ministries and will leave an impact that will be
felt for years to come. It may also give you substantial current tax benefits as well
as estate tax benefits. If you are interested in finding out more about the many
ways that the Church can be included in your will or estate planning, please con-
tact a Parish Council Member.

YOUR COOPERATION IS NEEDED: We remind our faithful that the Divine
Liturgy begins at 9:45 a.m. Sharp! On Sunday. Please be prompt and on time!
Please turn off cell phones before entering church. No conversation should take
place during worship. During the reading of the Gospel people in the narthex
should not be purchasing or lighting candles but standing reverently and listen to
the reading. If possible avoid using center aisle during high points of Divine Litur-
gy. Lipstick and lip-gloss should be removed before kissing icons, receiving Holy
Communion and kissing the hand of the priest. Please keep the Center aisle clear
for the ushers and wait until they dismiss your row. Please avoid standing right
behind the ushers we do not want anyone tripping over a child. When receiving
antidoron, please use both hands and do not allow the crumbs to fall to the floor.

WELCOME: We are pleased that you worshipped with us today. Please join us
for Coffee Fellowship in our church hall, following worship. If you are new to the
parish, or simply visiting, introduce yourself to our priest or to our greeters, so that
they may introduce you to others. If you are interested in learning more about Or-
thodoxy please scan the flier to receive some information and a call from someone
who can lead you in the right direction and answer any questions you may have.

SAINT PAISIOS TV SHOW WATCH CLASS: Many people within the Ortho-
dox world have fallen in love with the Greek TV Series on the life of Saint Paisios.
We have decided for our Adult Religious Education this upcoming year to stream
on Thursday evening one episode a week with a small discussion to follow. We
will start this following the Parish Feast Day. Watch the bulletin for more details.
We will play the episodes downstairs in the Social Hall weekly at 6:00 p.m.
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Sunday, September 20th, 2026
Sunday After the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Saint Eustathios the Great Martyr, his wife and two children

Readings:

Epistle: Galatians 2:16-20

Gospel: Mark 8:34-38; 9:1

Coffee Hour / Sunday School / GreekFest Wrap-up meeting
THIS WEEK AT ASSUMPTION
Monday, September 21st, 2026

6:30 p.m.

Byzantine Chanting Lessons

Tuesday, September 22nd, 2026
7:00 p.m.
Board Game Night
Wednesday, September 23rd, 2026
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice
Thursday, September 24th, 2026
6:30 p.m.
Saint Paisios Series
Fr. Christodoulos Office hours are: Tuesday - Friday
10:00 am to 2:00 pm

THANK YOU!: , Thank you again to all the coordinators and volunteers who
helped this year’s 2026 GreekFest+!

GREEKFEST WRAP-UP MEETING: Anyone is welcome to attend the Greek-
fest wrap-up meeting to hear about this year’s successful event!

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Today marks the first day of our Sunday School year!
Children and Sunday School teachers will receive Holy Communion first and then
proceed to their Sunday School classrooms. We are excited for the new year of
learning and growing together. Check out the attached flyer for all of our upcom-
ing Sunday School events for the year to come,

CHIOR NOTES: The new church year has begun, and our choir members will
soon return to the Divine Liturgy and their rehearsals. Some of you may have
thought, “I’d like to join the choir,” but have hesitated for a variety of reasons.
You are most welcome!

Maybe the parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30) can help you take the next
step and join. A master gives his three servants different amounts of money
(referred to as “talents”) before he goes on a journey. The first servant receives
five talents, the second receives two, and the third receives one. Upon the master’s
return, the first two servants have invested their talents and doubled the money.
The master praises and rewards them for their faithfulness and good work.

However, the third servant, who was given one talent, was afraid and hid the mon-
ey in the ground, so it didn’t grow. The master rebukes this servant for his laziness
and lack of initiative, taking the talent from him and giving it to the one with ten
talents.

If God has given you the talent to sing, won’t you multiply it by singing in our
wonderful choir, raising a joyful noise unto the Lord, and adding to our congrega-
tion’s worship? See any member of the choir, or choir director George Tzougros,
to get started!
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St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 2:16-20

Brethren, knowing that a man is not justified by works of the law but through faith
in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by
faith in Christ, and not by works of the law, because by works of the law shall no
one be justified. But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we ourselves were
found to be sinners, is Christ then an agent of sin? Certainly not! But if I build up
again those things which I tore down, then I prove myself a transgressor. For I
through the law died to the law, that I might live to God. I have been crucified
with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me.
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The Gospel According to Mark

The Lord said: "If anyone wishes to come after me, let him deny himself and take
up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and who-
ever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. For what does it profit
a man, to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? For what can a man give in
return for his life? For whoever is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of him will the Son of man also be ashamed, when he comes
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels." And he said to them, "Truly, I say
to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the
kingdom of God come with power."



Resurrection Dismissal Hymn
"Hyog Bapis
Katélvoog 1d Ztavpd cov Tov Bavatov, nvéméog 1@ Anotil tov [apddeicov, 1OV
Mupoeopmv Tov Bpijvov petéfaleg, kai toig 60ic ATooTtOA0IS KNphTTEY Enétagoc
Ot dvéotng Xpiote 0 Ogdg, TapEyv T KOGU® TO péyo EAEOG.
Grave Mode
By Thy Cross Thou didst abolish death; to the thief Thou didst open Paradise;
Thou didst transform the myrrh bearers lamentation and didst order Thine Apos-
tles to preach that Thou art risen, O Christ our I God, bestowing great mercy upon
the world.
Apolytikion of the Cross
"Hyog o’
Ydoov, Kopte, TOv Aadv cov, Kol €DAOYNCOV TV KANPOvOuioy GOV, VIKOG TOIG
Bacilebol kata PapPapov d®POLUEVOS, Kol TO GOV LAATTOV, S0 ToD Xtawpod
GOV TOAITEV AL
Mode 1
Save, O Lord, Your people and bless Your inheritance, granting victory to the
faithful over the enemy, and by Your Cross protecting Your commonwealth.
For the Saints
"Hyog 5".
Ot Méptopég cov Kopie, év tf] dOAoel autdv, GTEQAVOVG £KOUIGOVTO THG
apBapciag, £k cod 10D O=od HUAV" oXOVTES Yap TNV IoYVV GOV, TOVG TVPAVVOLG
kabethov, EBpavoav kal dapdvay, To dvicyvpa Bpdac. Avtdv taig ikeoiog, Xpt-
6T€ 0 Oedg, DGOV TAG YLYOG LDV,
Mode 4
Your Martyrs, O Lord, were worthily awarded by You * the crowns of incorrup-
tion, in that they contested for You our immortal God. * Since they possessed
Your power, they defeated the tyrants, * dashing the demons’ powerless displays
of defiance. * O Christ God, at their fervent entreaties, save our souls.
Hymn for the Dormition of the Theotokos
"Hyog o
‘Ev 1] ['evvioet, v mapBeviav Epvriaag. 'Ev tf] Kounoet, T0v kOGHOV 00 KATEM-
neg @gotoke. Metéotng mpog v Loy, Mimp drdpyovoa tiig (ofig, Kol Taig mpe-
ofeiaig toig ooic Avtpovpévn, €k BaviTov Tag Yuyag NUAV.
First Mode
You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell asleep in death yet did not
desert the world, O Theotokos. You were transported to life, as you are Mother of
Life and, by virtue of your intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
Kovtéaxiov
"Hyog &’
‘O Yywbeic &v 1d Ztovpd EK0VGIMG, Tf ENOVOU® GOV Ko TOALTElY, TOVG OiKTIP-
povg cov ddpnoat, Xpiote 6 Oedg. Ebppavov év duvapel cov, tovg motovs fact-
AElG uUdV, vikag xopny®dV avToic, KoTd TAV TOAEUi®V" TNV cvppoyiov Eotev TNV
onv, dmhov glprvng, ANTTNTOV TPOTOLOV.
Mode 4
You who were lifted on the cross voluntarily, * O Christ our God, bestow Your
tender compassions * upon Your new community to which You gave Your name.
* Cause our faithful emperors to be glad in Your power, * granting them the victo-
ries against their adversaries. * And for an ally, Lord, may they have You, * peace
as their armor, the trophy invincible.

ASSUMPTION’S 75th ANMIVERSARY SAVE THE DATE 11-14-2026: As
we prepare to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of our beloved parish, we invite eve-
ryone to participate in making this milestone truly memorable!

eShare Your Memories: Please submit any Assumption-related photos as soon
as possible for inclusion in our anniversary celebration.

* Become a Sponsor: Personal and business sponsorships for our 75th Anniver-
sary Gala are greatly appreciated and will help make this special event a success.

* Watch Your Mailbox: Official invitations for our 75th Anniversary Celebration
will be mailed in September.

Thank you for helping us honor 75 years of faith, fellowship, and ministry at As-
sumption!

SAINT OF THE DAY: ST. EUSTAHIOS: The holy Martyr Eustathios before
his baptism was an illustrious Roman general named Placidas in the days of the
Emperor Trajan. While hunting in the country one day, he was converted to the
Faith of Christ through the apparition of an uncommonly majestic stag, between
whose antlers he saw the Cross of Christ, and through which the Lord spoke to
him with a human voice. Upon returning home, he learned that his wife Tatiana
had also had a vision in which she was instructed to become a Christian. They
sought out the Bishop of the Christians and were baptized, Placidas receiving the
name Eustathios, and Tatiana the name Theopiste; their two sons were baptized
Agapius and Theopistus. The family was then subjected to such trials as Job en-
dured. Their servants died, all their goods were stolen, and on a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem they were scattered abroad, each not even knowing if the others were
still alive. By the providence of God, they were united again after many years,
and returned to Rome in glory. Nevertheless, when they refused to sacrifice to
the idols-a public sacrifice from which no Roman general could be absent-the
Emperor Hadrian, who had succeeded Trajan, had them put into a large bronze
device in the shape of a bull, which was heated with fire until they died. When
their holy bodies were removed, they were found to be without harm. They suf-
fered martyrdom about the year 126.

MEDITATION: BEARING THE CROSS OF CHRIST: We can find peace in
the midst of affliction. The stubborn clinging to worldly life and worldly values
makes the Cross necessary; the same clinging also tends to make us reject the
Cross. So we have to go over the same ground again and again. The Cross frees
us from the bondage of selfish love. By the experience of the Cross we emerge
from that prison of self and enter into the immense liberty of God. If we must
suffer, then let us do it quietly and humbly. Faith is willing to let God act with
the most perfect freedom, knowing that we belong to Him and are to be con-
cerned only about being faithful in that which He has given us to do for the mo-
ment. Be faithful to the present moment, doing one thing at a time, and you will
receive all the grace you need. Surrender consists, not doing great heroic deeds,
about which self can brag, but simply in accepting whatever God sends. Full
surrender is full peace.

STEWARDSHIP NOTE: As we enter into the new Ecclesiastical year, let us all
remember to be current in meeting our Pledge of Commitment to our parish for
2026. Also, there are still some members who have failed to submit a pledge for
2026. With your love and support our parish can continue her ministries in
Christ Jesus’ name.
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« Sun Nov 8" - Chili Cook Off
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* SunJan 10" - Blessing of the
Water in Monona

® SunJan 24™ - Parish Winter
Outing

SEPTEMBER
« Sat Mar 6" - Youth Outing 22
« Tue Mar 23” - Urban Air Outing

Board Game Night

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Assumption Church Hall

TUESDAY

Packers vs Bears Watch Party
3:00 PM
Assumption Church Hall
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SUNDAY
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*+ Sun May 2™ - No Sunday school 26
+ Sun May 2™ - Pascha Egg Hunt
# 5Sun May 23" - Last day of Sunday MONDAY
school

Trivia Night
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Assumption Church Hall

+ Sun May 23“ - Family Picnic
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board game and a dish to

share if you are able!
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A Guided Pilgrimage

to Mount Athos

E MONASTERY
EN A Y$

LED BY PROF. HARRY BOOSALIS, TH.O

A FIVE-DAY GUIDED IMMERSION INTO OR“K)O()X SPRITUAL LIFE, AS
special guests of one Athonite monastery in particular. These
pilgrimages are educational, geared toward the theological and
spiritual formation of each particular person. It is 2 unique
experience of Orthodax spiritual life, with day trips to other
Athonite monasteries.

Also included is a guided tour of the apostolic city of Thessalonikd,
visiting its many beautiful Byzantine churches and holy relics. The
pilgrimage requires ten total calendar days, including travel time.
All hotels, lodging, transportation, tickets, and other travel costs and
fees are covered. Meals and airfare are not included.

THESSALONIKI | DAYS 1-3

Depart the United States.

02 Amive Thessaloniki, mid-afternoon. Venerate the relics of St

Demetrius and St. Gregory Palamas. Night atthe botel

03 Guided tour of the Byzantine churches and holy relics of the cty.

Night at the botel.

THE HOLY MOUNTAIN / DAYS 4-8

04 Depart for Mount Athos. Settle at the monastery.

05 The monastery. Optional day trip to Stavronikita

06 The monastery. Optional day trip to Karyes, the capital of the
Mountain: the icon of the Axion Estin and the church of the
Protaton, and the skull of St. Andrew the Apostle at the Serai;
Ko
an hour $ hike back through the woods

The moaastery. Optional day trip to Vatopedi

04 Last full day. Optional day trip to Philotheou and Karakallou

RETURN / DAYS 8-10

near 5:00 p.m. Night at the hotel.
0 Depart for the United States, arriving the same day.

mousiou, @ half-hour walk up to the hut of St Paisios, and

0¢ Leave the Holy Mountain in the morming; back in Thessaloaiki

Dr. Harry Boosalis, Th.D.

Professor of Dogmatic Theology (ret.), St. Tkhon s
Orthodorx Seminary

Bom and raised at St. Mary’s Grosk Orthodox Church
in Mismeapalis, Dr. Boosalis took his M Div. at Holy
Cross and his doctorate at the University of
Thessaloniki, writing on St. Silouan of Mownt Athos.
Ho taught at St. Tikhoo’s for twanty-sight years and
publizhed sight books with the saminary press, several
tranzlated into Greak, Romanian, and Portugeess. He
lives in Thessaloniks.

THE GROUP

Limited to seven people per group, including priest ar
lay leadar. Only 2 limited number of groups can be
taken each year. Keaping the groups small leaves more
opportunity for parsonal intaraction with the monks.

All five nights on the Holy Mountain are spent af the same monastery. Day trips

are opelanal



2026 Parish outing to the
Forward Madison FC

Assumption Greek Orthodox Church 75% Anniversary Sponsorship
Information

+ Name [ Business Name (asyou would like it to appearin the commemorative book):

* Contact Person:
s Address:

+ Phone:

+ Email:

75tk Anni S hip Leve]

* above §1,000 Sponsor:

* $500%0 51,000 Sponsor: __ On Saturday. October 17th, we will have a Parish Outing

to the Forward Madison FC Soccer Game vs Portland
Heart of Pine FC with a 5:00 p.m. Kick-Off.

* $250 to $499 Sponsor:
* $150 to §249 Sponsor:
* §50 to $149 Sponsor:

* §25to$49 Sponsor: We have tickets available for the game and they will in-

clude entrance. The cost is $25

* under $§25 Sponsor:

Contribution &P I
To purchase tickets please contact Fr. Christodoulos

* Custom Amount:§_____ through email frchristos@gmail.com or contact the
* Payment Method: Checks only please. 3
» Make checks payable to Assumption Greek Crthodox Church with *75th Anniversary” in the church office.

memo line. Mail to:

Initially we have 30 tickets.

Assumption Greek Orthodox Church 75 Anniversary Event

11 N_ 7 Street

Madison Wi 53704

Join us for what is sure to be a great night of fun &

Thank you! Your generous donation is very much appreciated and will be proudly :
acknowledged during our evening of celebration and felfowship. fellowship.



