
SAINT PAISIOS TV SHOW WATCH CLASS: Many people within the Ortho-
dox world have fallen in love with the Greek TV Series on the life of Saint Paisios. 
We have decided for our Adult Religious Education this upcoming year to stream 
on Thursday evening one episode a week with a small discussion to follow.  We 
will start this following the Parish Feast Day.  Watch the bulletin for more details. 
We will play the episodes downstairs in the Social Hall weekly at 6:00 p.m. 

MOUNT ATHOS PILGRAMAGE: There has been a lot of interest by many of 
the men in the parish to visit and have a pilgrimage to the Holy Mountain. Fr. 
Christodoulos will be holding an informational meeting following Liturgy on Sun-
day, August 23rd during Coffee Hour in the Confrence Room. This Pilgrimage 
will take place in 2027.  All the details will be shared then. We are gauging the 
interest as the groups cannot be large and will likely involve happening a couple of 
times a year for a couple of years depending on the interest. Join us for more de-
tails. 

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS: Once again this year our Church will be 
electing a new Parish Council for the term of 2027-2028. It’s not to early to start 
thinking about serving on the Parish Council. Four seats will be open for election. 
If you want to see improvements and changes in our church leadership, you need 
to get involved. Sitting on the sideline doesn’t help our church win.  You need to 
get into the game and work as a team to be victorious. A candidate must be a 
member in good standing for at least one year immediately preceding the date of 
the election. 

WELCOME: We are pleased that you worshipped with us today. Please join us 
for Coffee Fellowship in our church hall, following worship. If you are new to the 
parish, or simply visiting, introduce yourself to our priest or to our greeters, so that 
they may introduce you to others. If you are interested in learning more about Or-
thodoxy please scan the flier to receive some information and a call from someone 
who can lead you in the right direction and answer any questions you may have, 

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: While we pray and work for the reconcili-
ation and unity of all the world's Christians, the reality remains that there is still no 
intercommunion between our Orthodox Churches and the Churches of the West. 
This means that only baptized, chrismated and observant Orthodox faithful receive 

pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, 
and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Lord, 
have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him the 
lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But that same servant, 
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 
denarii; and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow 
servant fell down and besought him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 
He refused and went and put him in prison till he should pay the debt. When his 
fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they 
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned 
him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you 
besought me; and should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had 
mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord delivered him to the torturers, till he should 
pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to everyone of you, if you do 
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Sunday, August 16th, 2026 
11th Sunday of Matthew 

Translation of the Image of Our Lord and God and Savior, Jesus Christ 
Saint Diomedes the Physician & Martyr of Tarsus 

Readings: 
 Epistle: 1 Corinthians 9: 2-12 
 Gospel: Matthew 18: 23-25 

Coffee Hour 
THIS WEEK AT ASSUMPTION 

Monday, August 17th, 2026 
6:30 p.m. 

Byzantine Chanting Class 
Tuesday, August 18th, 2026 

7:00 p.m. 
Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday, August 20th, 2026 
6:30 p.m. 

Saint Paisios Series 
Fr. Christodoulos Office hours are: Tuesday - Friday  

10:00 am to 2:00 pm 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SIGN UP: Sunday school, classes will resume on Sunday 
September 20th after Holy Communion. Sunday school classes are starting later 
this year because of the Greek fest that is happening on the weekend of September 
12th. What a fun and perfect way to start off the new school year celebrating our 
community and the beauty of our church and faith with others in Madison. Please 
complete this form as soon as you can: CLICK HERE  

STEWARDSHIP NOTE: The 2026 Church Membership list is growing. Howev-
er there are still many of our community, who have not made their financial com-
mitment to the church. Remember church membership begins in January not when 
we paid last. If everyone would pay their membership on time and on a yearly 
basis, our parish would not need gimmicks such as raffles, picnics, etc. to raise 
funds to do God’s work and preach His Word in this world. YOUR CHURCH 
NEEDS YOUR – please pledge and pay your 2026 stewardship today! 

ASSUMPTION’S 75th ANMIVERSARY SAVE THE DATE 11-14-2026: As 
we prepare to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of our beloved parish, we invite eve-
ryone to participate in making this milestone truly memorable! 

• Share Your Memories: Please submit any Assumption-related photos as soon as 
possible for inclusion in our anniversary celebration. 

• Become a Sponsor: Personal and business sponsorships for our 75th Anniver-
sary Gala are greatly appreciated and will help make this special event a success. 

• Watch Your Mailbox: Official invitations for our 75th Anniversary Celebration 
will be mailed in September. 

Thank you for helping us honor 75 years of faith, fellowship, and ministry at As-
sumption! 

GREEK FEST + VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Dear AGOC Family, Our annual 
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church Greek Fest Plus will be here before we know 
it.  We need everyone to step up and join the party!  Please take a minute to com-
plete this form: CLICK HERE with your availability. 

     If you can’t open the link please contact Maria Molzahn or Beth Beth Fatsis. 
philomadison@gmail.com or bfatsis1215@gmail.com. Thank you!!!! 

τῆς ποίμνης οὐκ ἐσθίει; Μὴ κατὰ ἄνθρωπον ταῦτα λαλῶ; ἢ οὐχὶ καὶ ὁ νόμος ταῦτα 
λέγει; ἐν γὰρ τῷ Μωϋσέως νόμῳ γέγραπται· οὐ φιμώσεις βοῦν ἀλοῶντα. μὴ τῶν 
βοῶν μέλει τῷ Θεῷ; ἢ δι᾿ ἡμᾶς πάντως λέγει; δι᾿ ἡμᾶς γὰρ ἐγράφη, ὅτι ἐπ᾿ ἐλπίδι 
ὀφείλει ὁ ἀροτριῶν ἀροτριᾶν, καὶ ὁ ἀλοῶν τῆς ἐλπίδος αὐτοῦ μετέχειν ἐπ᾿ ἐλπίδι. 
Εἰ ἡμεῖς ὑμῖν τὰ πνευματικὰ ἐσπείραμεν, μέγα εἰ ἡμεῖς ὑμῶν τὰ σαρκικὰ θερίσο-
μεν; εἰ ἄλλοι τῆς ἐξουσίας ὑμῶν μετέχουσιν, οὐ μᾶλλον ἡμεῖς; ἀλλ᾿ οὐκ 
ἐχρησάμεθα τῇ ἐξουσίᾳ ταύτῃ, ἀλλὰ πάντα στέγομεν, ἵνα μὴ ἐγκοπήν τινα δῶμεν 
τῷ εὐαγγελίῳ τοῦ Χριστοῦ. 

The reading is from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 

Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to 
those who would examine me. Do we not have the right to our food and drink? Do 
we not have the right to be accompanied by a wife as sister, as the other apostles 
and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no 
right to refrain from working for a living? Who serves as a soldier at his own ex-
pense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Who tends a flock 
without getting some of the milk? Do I say this on human authority? Does not the 
law say the same? For it is written in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an 
ox when it is treading out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does he 
not speak entirely for our sake? It was written for our sake, because the plowman 
should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of a share in the crop. If we 
have sown spiritual good among you, is it too much if we reap your material 
things? If others share this rightful claim upon you, do not we still more? Never-
theless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put 
an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ. 

Ἐκ τοῦ κατὰ Ματθαῖον ἁγίου Εὐαγγελίου τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 

Εἶπεν ὁ Κύριος τὴν παραβολὴν ταύτην· Ὡμοιώθη ἡ βασιλεία τῶν οὐρανῶν 
ἀνθρώπῳ βασιλεῖ, ὃς ἠθέλησε συνᾶραι λόγον μετὰ τῶν δούλων αὐτοῦ. ἀρξαμένου 
δὲ αὐτοῦ συναίρειν προσηνέχθη αὐτῷ εἷς ὀφειλέτης μυρίων ταλάντων. μὴ ἔχοντος 
δὲ αὐτοῦ ἀποδοῦναι ἐκέλευσεν αὐτὸν ὁ κύριος αὐτοῦ πραθῆναι καὶ τὴν γυναῖκα 
αὐτοῦ καὶ τὰ τέκνα καὶ πάντα ὅσα εἶχε, καὶ ἀποδοθῆναι. πεσὼν οὖν ὁ δοῦλος προ-
σεκύνει αὐτῷ λέγων· κύριε, μακροθύμησον ἐπ᾿ ἐμοὶ καὶ πάντα σοι ἀποδώσω. 
σπλαγχνισθεὶς δὲ ὁ κύριος τοῦ δούλου ἐκείνου ἀπέλυσεν αὐτὸν καὶ τὸ δάνειον 
ἀφῆκεν αὐτῷ. ἐξελθὼν δὲ ὁ δοῦλος ἐκεῖνος εὗρεν ἕνα τῶν συνδούλων αὐτοῦ, ὃς 
ὤφειλεν αὐτῷ ἑκατὸν δηνάρια, καὶ κρατήσας αὐτὸν ἔπνιγε λέγων· ἀπόδος μοι εἴ τι 
ὀφείλεις. πεσὼν οὖν ὁ σύνδουλος αὐτοῦ εἰς τοὺς πόδας αὐτοῦ παρεκάλει αὐτὸν 
λέγων· μακροθύμησον ἐπ᾿ ἐμοὶ καὶ ἀποδώσω σοι. ὁ δὲ οὐκ ἤθελεν, ἀλλὰ ἀπελθὼν 
ἔβαλεν αὐτὸν εἰς φυλακὴν ἕως οὗ ἀποδῷ τὸ ὀφειλόμενον. ἰδόντες δὲ οἱ σύνδουλοι 
αὐτοῦ τὰ γενόμενα ἐλυπήθησαν σφόδρα, καὶ ἐλθόντες διεσάφησαν τῷ κυρίῳ 
ἑαυτῶν πάντα τὰ γενόμενα. τότε προσκαλεσάμενος αὐτὸν ὁ κύριος αὐτοῦ λέγει 
αὐτῷ· δοῦλε πονηρέ, πᾶσαν τὴν ὀφειλὴν ἐκείνην ἀφῆκά σοι, ἐπεὶ παρεκάλεσάς με. 
οὐκ ἔδει καὶ σὲ ἐλεῆσαι τὸν σύνδουλόν σου, ὡς καὶ ἐγώ σε ἠλέησα; καὶ ὀργισθεὶς 
ὁ κύριος αὐτοῦ παρέδωκεν αὐτὸν τοῖς βασανισταῖς ἕως οὗ ἀποδῷ πᾶν τὸ 
ὀφειλόμενον αὐτῷ. Οὕτω καὶ ὁ πατήρ μου ὁ ἐπουράνιος ποιήσει ὑμῖν, ἐὰν μὴ 
ἀφῆτε ἕκαστος τῷ ἀδελφῷ αὐτοῦ ἀπὸ τῶν καρδιῶν ὑμῶν τὰ παραπτώματα αὐτῶν. 

The reading is from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

The Lord said this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, 
one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSecXJ32InVjB1i_zY_rAGUCm4E1kqC_OVz9gy6gXs39istdgw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8WkRF6bOoBlHtA6tD4L4ZPoT41ddG3IYNbENnce19VL0U3A/viewform


Resurrection Dismissal Hymn 
Ἦχος β 

Ὅτε κατῆλθες πρὸς τὸν θάνατον, ἡ Ζωὴ ἡ ἀθάνατος, τότε τὸν ᾍδην ἐνέκρωσας τῇ 
ἀστραπῇ τῆς Θεότητος, ὅτε δὲ καὶ τοὺς τεθνεῶτας ἐκ τῶν καταχθονίων 
ἀνέστησας, πᾶσαι αἱ Δυνάµεις τῶν ἐπουρανίων ἐκραύγαζον· Ζωοδότα Χριστὲ ὁ 
Θεὸς ἡµῶν δόξα σοι. 

Second Mode 
When Thou didst descend unto death, O Life Immortal, then didst Thou slay 
Hades with the lightning of Thy Divinity And when Thou didst also raise the dead 
out of the nether world, all the powers of the heavens were crying out: O Giver of 
life, Christ our God, glory be to Thee. 

Hymn for the Holy Napkin 
Ἦχος β 

Τὴν ἄχραντον Εἰκόνα σου προσκυνοῦμεν ἀγαθέ, αἰτούμενοι συγχώρησιν τῶν 
πταισμάτων ἡμῶν, Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός· βουλήσει γὰρ ηὐδόκησας σαρκί, ἀνελθεῖν ἐν 
τῷ Σταυρῷ, ἵνα ῥύσῃ οὓς ἔπλασας, ἐκ τῆς δουλείας τοῦ ἐχθροῦ· ὅθεν εὐχαρίστως 
βοῶμέν σοι· Χαρᾶς ἐπλήρωσας τὰ πάντα ὁ Σωτὴρ ἡμῶν, παραγενόμενος εἰς τὸ 
σῶσαι τὸν κόσμον. 

Second Mode 
We venerate Your immaculate icon, O good Lord, and entreat You to forgive our 
offenses, O Christ our God. By Your own choice you were pleased to ascend the 
Cross in the flesh, to deliver us, whom You created, from our slavery to the foe. 
Therefore we cry to You with gratitude: You have filled all things with joy, O our 
Savior, by coming to save the world. 

Hymn for the Dormition of the Theotokos 
Ἠχος α 

Ἐν τῇ Γεννήσει, τὴν παρθενίαν ἐφύλαξας. Ἐν τῇ Κοιμήσει, τὸν κόσμον οὐ κατέλι-
πες Θεοτόκε. Μετέστης πρὸς τὴν ζωήν, Μήτηρ ὑπάρχουσα τῆς ζωῆς, καὶ ταῖς πρε-
σβείαις ταῖς σαῖς λυτρουμένη, ἐκ θανάτου τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν. 

First Mode 
You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell asleep in death yet did not 
desert the world, O Theotokos. You were transported to life, as you are Mother of 
Life and, by virtue of your intercessions, deliver our souls from death. 

Kontakion 
Ἦχος πλ. β 

Τὴν ἐν πρεσβείαις ἀκοίμητον Θεοτόκον, καὶ προστασίαις ἀμετάθετον ἐλπίδα, 
τάφος καὶ νέκρωσις οὐκ ἐκράτησεν· ὡς γὰρ ζωῆς Μητέρα, πρὸς τὴν ζωὴν 
μετέστησεν, ὁ μήτραν οἰκήσας ἀειπάρθενον. 

Mode Plagal of the Second 
The Theotokos is undying in intercession.* Immovable is our hope in her for pro-
tection. * Neither death nor burial prevailed over her. * As she is Mother of Life, 
she was removed to life by Him, * the Lord who lived in her ever-virgin womb.  

Πρὸς Κορινθίους Αʹ Ἐπιστολῆς Παύλου τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 

Ἀδελφοί, ἡ σφραγὶς τῆς ἐμῆς ἀποστολῆς ὑμεῖς ἐστε ἐν Κυρίῳ. ἡ ἐμὴ ἀπολογία τοῖς 
ἐμὲ ἀνακρίνουσιν αὕτη ἐστί. Μὴ οὐκ ἔχομεν ἐξουσίαν φαγεῖν καὶ πιεῖν; μὴ οὐκ 
ἔχομεν ἐξουσίαν ἀδελφὴν γυναῖκα περιάγειν, ὡς καὶ οἱ λοιποὶ ἀπόστολοι καὶ οἱ 
ἀδελφοὶ τοῦ Κυρίου καὶ Κηφᾶς; ἢ μόνος ἐγὼ καὶ Βαρνάβας οὐκ ἔχομεν ἐξουσίαν 
τοῦ μὴ ἐργάζεσθαι; τίς στρατεύεται ἰδίοις ὀψωνίοις ποτέ; τίς φυτεύει ἀμπελῶνα 
καὶ ἐκ τοῦ καρποῦ αὐτοῦ οὐκ ἐσθίει; ἢ τίς ποιμαίνει ποίμνην καὶ ἐκ τοῦ γάλακτος 

MONEY WON’T BUY IT: The world has always thought that happiness and 
prosperity go hand in hand. Jesus insisted that happiness depends not on what you 
have but on what you are. 

     Even if the world reserves its loudest cheers for millionaires, God looks in the 
heart and praises the meek, the merciful, the pure and those who bear reproach for 
His sake. 

     Neither one’s bank account, the cut of his clothes, the stability of his marriage 
nor the satisfaction he feels at the end of the day determines his standing with 
God. It will be worthwhile for you to keep that in mind as you plan your future. 

     God created you in his own image and empowered you to have dominion over 
this earth and its abundant material wealth. Don’t let life turn the tables on you 
and put you under the dominion of wealth. God would have you to love people 
and use things for their sake. Don’t reverse priorities and wind up loving things so 
much that you use people for the sake of acquiring them. 

     Jesus said that no one can serve two masters so opposed to each other as right-
eousness and greed; “Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and mon-
ey.” (Matt. 6:24) And Paul taught the meaning of life for a Christian is in seeking 
things above rather than things of this earth: “Since, then, you have been raised 
with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right 
hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”  (Col. 3:12) 

     Speaking to a graduating class of McGill University, Rudyard Kipling advised 
the graduates not to care too much for money or power or fame. He said: 
“Someday you will meet a man who cares for none of these things, and then you 
will know how poor you are.” 

     Jesus Christ was such a person. He gave up heaven, glory, and service by an-
gels to humble Himself for our sakes. He washed the feet of His disciples. He of-
fered up His life on the cross. We cannot follow Him and be caught up in selfish-
ness. 

     Peace of mind, friendship, a stable family, good health, salvation, eternal rest 
with God, these are the most important things. Money can’t buy one of them! 

TRANSLATION OF THE IMAGE NOT-MADE-BY-HANDS OF OUR 
LORD JESUS CHRIST: The icon came to be when a King Abgar of Edessa 
hoped to be healed of leprosy. The king sent a message with an artist to Jesus, 
begging through a miracle to be healed. He hoped to have Jesus return, or at least 
a drawing of Him brought back. Ananias met Jesus by the Mount of Olives. 
Though Jesus couldn't leave the many for one man, he promised to send Thaddeus 
when he was available. Ananias then asked if he could do a sketch. Jesus picked 
up a piece of cloth, wiped his face with it and handed it to Ananias. The image of 
Jesus had become and integral part of the cloth. This cloth healed the king of lep-
rosy, except part of his forehead. Thaddeus arrived with a note from Jesus and 
touched his head and that too was healed. The cloth was enshrined and venerated 
there for over 900 years. It was then taken with the note to Constantinople where it 
healed Emperor Romanos and then venerated there. The thirteenth century crusad-
ers stole the note and the miraculous icon, and it has never been found. 

FROM THE FATHERS: Do not be surprised that you fall every day; do not give 
up, but stand your ground courageously. And assuredly, the angel who guards you 
will honor your patience. – St. John of the Ladder 








