DANCING WITH GOD: When I meditated on the word Guidance, I kept seeing
“dance” at the end of the word. I remember reading that doing God’s will is a lot
like dancing. When two people try to lead, nothing feels right. The movement
doesn’t flow with the music, and everything is quite uncomfortable and jerky.
When one person realizes that, and lets the other lead, both bodies begin to flow
with the music. One give gentle cues, perhaps with a nudge to the back or by
pressing lightly in one direction or another. It’s as if two become one body, mov-
ing beautifully. The dance takes surrender, willingness, and attentiveness from
one person and gentle guidance and skill from the other.

My eyes drew back to the word Guidance. When I saw “G”: I thought of God,
followed by “u” and “i”. “God”, “u” and “i” dance. God, you, and I dance. As1I
lowered my head, 1 became willing to trust that I would get guidance about my
life. Once again, I became willing to let God lead. My prayer for you today is that
God’s blessings and mercies be upon you on this day and everyday. May you
abide in God as God abides in you! Dance together with God, trusting God to lead
and to guide you through each season of your life.

CHUCKLE: DADDY’S GONNA EAT YOUR FINGERS...The father was pack-
ing for his business trip and his three year old daughter was having a wonderful
time playing on the bed. At one point she said, “Daddy, look at this” and stuck out
two of her fingers.

Trying to keep her entertained, he reached out and stuck her tiny fingers
in his mouth and said, “Daddy’s gonna eat your fingers,” pretending to eat them.
The father went back to packing, looked up again and saw his daughter standing
on the bed staring at her fingers with a devastated look on her face. I said,
“What’s wrong, honey?” She replied, “What happened to my booger?”

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: While we pray and work for the reconcili-
ation and unity of all the world's Christians, the reality remains that there is still no
intercommunion between our Orthodox Churches and the Churches of the West.
This means that only baptized, chrismated and observant Orthodox faithful receive
Communion in our churches. At the same time, we warmly welcome all non-
Orthodox to join us in prayer and celebration, and humbly offer to all present the
Antidoro bread of fellowship at the end of the service. We offer this important
symbol 'instead of the Gifts', in the words of the Apostle Paul, 'Till we all come to
the unity of the Faith' (Eph. 4.13).

SUMMER CHURCH ATTENDANCE: Sunday School children and their par-
ents are reminded to faithfully attend the Liturgy throughout the summer months.
Some of our children are of the opinion that when Sunday classes terminated so
did the Liturgy. St. Paul reminds us of the importance to pray without ceasing
which includes every day of the year. See you in church!

FOR PONDERING: I cannot keep myself but Jesus always keeps me.

THOUGHT: “I must do something” and then doing it will solve more problems
than saying “Something must be done” and then not doing a thing.

TRUE REWARD: “Teach your child this lesson — the rewards of evil are tempo-
rary; the rewards of godliness are eternal” (Saint Cyprian).
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Sunday, July 5th, 2026
5th Sunday of Matthew

Saint Athanasius of Mount Athos
Righteous Father Lampadus the Wonderworker
Saint Kyprianos the New Martyr of Koutloumousiou Monastery
Readings:
Epistle:  Galatians 5: 22-26; 6: 1-2
Gospel:  Matthew 8: 28-34;9: 1
Coffee Hour
THIS WEEK AT ASSUMPTION
Saturday, Jule 11th, 2026
Souvlaki Prep
Fr. Christodoulou's Office hours are: Tuesday - Friday
10:00 am to 2:00 pm

ASSUMPTION’S 75th ANMIVERSARY SAVE THE DATE 11-14-2026: As
we prepare to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of our beloved parish, we invite eve-
ryone to participate in making this milestone truly memorable!

* Share Your Memories: Please submit any Assumption-related photos as soon as
possible for inclusion in our anniversary celebration.

* Become a Sponsor: Personal and business sponsorships for our 75th Anniver-
sary Gala are greatly appreciated and will help make this special event a success.

* Watch Your Mailbox: Official invitations for our 75th Anniversary Celebration
will be mailed in September.

Thank you for helping us honor 75 years of faith, fellowship, and ministry at As-
sumption!

SOUVLAKI CUTTING & PREPARING: On Saturday, 11th our Greek Fest +
Committee is in need of volunteers to help cut and prepare the Souvlakis for this
Fall’s Greek Fest +. If you are able to help join us on the 11th beginning at 9:00
a.m. downstairs in the Social Hall. We need everyone’s help to make this another
successful Greek Fest.

GREEK FEST + VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Dear AGOC Family, Our annual
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church Greek Fest Plus will be here before we know
it. We need everyone to step up and join the party! Please take a minute to com-
plete this form: CLICK HERE with your availability.

If you can’t open the link please contact Maria Molzahn or Beth Beth Fatsis.
philomadison@gmail.com or bfatsis1215@gmail.com. Thank you!!!!

Maria and Beth

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: While we pray and work for the reconcili-
ation and unity of all the world's Christians, the reality remains that there is still no
intercommunion between our Orthodox Churches and the Churches of the West.
This means that only baptized, chrismated and observant Orthodox faithful receive
Communion in our churches. At the same time, we warmly welcome all non-
Orthodox to join us in prayer and celebration, and humbly offer to all present the
Antidoro bread of fellowship at the end of the service. We offer this important
symbol 'instead of the Gifts', in the words of the Apostle Paul, 'Till we all come to
the unity of the Faith' (Eph. 4.13).

aAAovg mpokaiovpevol, dAMAolg @Bovodvteg. Adedoi, €0v Kol TPoANneof|
GvOpoTOg &V TVI TOPATTMOLOTL, VUEIS Ol TVELUATIKOL KOTOPTILETE TOV TOLOVTOV &V
TVELUATL TTPAOTNTOG, GKOTDY GEAVTOV, UN Kol oV Tepacdiic. AN AoV o Bapn
Baotalete, ki obtmg avanAnpdcote OV vopov tod Xpiotod.

The reading is from Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

Brethren, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such there is no law. And those who
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we
live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. Let us have no self-conceit, no
provoking of one another, no envy of one another. Brethren, if a man is overtaken
in any trespass, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness.
Look to yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so ful-
fill the law of Christ.
Ex tod katd MatBaiov ayiov Evayyshiov 10 avayvoopa
T® kopd éketve, EABOVTL @ Tnood &ic v ydpav TdV Tepysonvdv dmvinoav
avT® dvo Samow@'uﬁvot €K TV uvnusiu)v éc’;apxéue\/ot yoAemol Alav, dote uf]
lcxvslv Tva naps)»@sw S rng 000D aszng Kai oV Expaav ksyovrsg Tl Nuiv
Kol 601, Incov vig T0d Oeod; HABec Ode TPO Karpod Bucsowtcsm nudc; v 6¢ po-
Kpav am’ avTt@®v ayéAn yolp@v mOAAGV Pocokopévn. ol 8¢ daipoveg mapekdAovy
avTOV Aéyovteg el EkPardelg Mudg, Emitpeyov Niv arelbelv gig v ayéAnv @V
yoipwv. kol elmev avtoic: Vmayete. oi 8& £EeABOVTEC GmiilOov €ic TV ayEAnV TéV
yolpov: kai idov dpunce mdca 1 AyéAn @V Yoipwv Kotd Tod Kpnuvod &ig v
Bdlaccav kol anébavov &v 1oic Houowv. ol 8¢ Pookovies Epuyov, Kol anehBovTeg
&lg Vv oAV Amnyyelhov TvTo Kol Ta TdV daptoviCopévav. kal idob mdoa 1) TOAG
€ENMABev gig ouvavmowv 1@ Inood, Kai id6vteg avTOV TopeKAAecHV OTmSG HETOPT
amd tdv opinv ovtdv. Kai éupac sic mhoiov Senépace kol RABev €i¢ v idiav
TOAv.
The reading is from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

At that time, when Jesus came to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes,
two demoniacs met him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one would pass
that way. And behold, they cried out, “What have you to do with us, O Son of
God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?” Now a herd of many
swine was feeding at some distance from them. And the demons begged him, “If
you cast us out, send us away into the herd of swine.” And he said to them, “Go.”
So they came out and went into the swine; and behold, the whole herd rushed
down the steep bank into the sea, and perished in the waters. The herdsmen fled,
and going into the city they told everything, and what had happened to the demo-
niacs. And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw him,
they begged him to leave their neighborhood. And getting into a boat he crossed
over and came to his own city.

WELCOME: We are pleased that you worshipped with us today. Please join us
for Coffee Fellowship in our church hall, following worship. If you are new to the
parish, or simply visiting, introduce yourself to our priest or to our greeters, so that
they may introduce you to others. If you are interested in learning more about Or-
thodoxy please scan the flier to receive some information and a call from someone
who can lead you in the right direction and answer any questions you may have,


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8WkRF6bOoBlHtA6tD4L4ZPoT41ddG3IYNbENnce19VL0U3A/viewform

Resurrection Dismissal Hymn
"Hyog &
To @odpov g Avaotdoemc Kpuypo, €k 100 Ayyéhov pabodoor ai Tod Kvpiov
Moabntplon, Kol TV TPOYOVIKNV Amd@acty Amoppiyocal, Tolg ATOGTOAOIG Kav-
youevor Ereyov 'Eokvlevtor 0 Bdvatoc, yéptn Xpiotog 6 Oedg, Smpovdevos @
koopu® T0 péya EAeog.
Fourth Mode
Having learned the joyful proclamation of the Resurrection from the angel, and
having cast off the ancestral condemnation, the women disciples spoke to the
Apostles triumphantly: Death is despoiled and Christ God is risen, granting great
mercy unto the world.
For the Devout Man
"Hyocy
Ty év capxi {onv, 6o katemAdynoav, Ayyéhov taypota, Tdg LETO COUATOG,
TPOG AOPATOVG CUUTAOKAG, EXDPNCAS TAVEDENLLE, KOl KATETPAVUATICS, TV dat-
péveov, tag ediayyog 60ev ABavacie, 6 Xpiotdc oe Nueiyaro, TAovsiog dwpeais
A Térep, mpéoPeve Xplotd 1@ Oed, cwbijvar Tag Yyoydg fUdv.
Third Mode
Angelic hosts on high were filled with wonderment, seeing your life in the flesh:
how with your body you courageously went out to wrestle with invisible foes; and
to the demonic hordes you inflicted serious wounds. Therefore, Athanasios, you
received from the Master Christ, a wealth of gifts. Holy Father, intercede on our
behalf with Christ our God, to save our souls.
Hymn for the Dormition of the Theotokos
"Hyog o
‘Ev tf] ['evvioet, v mapBeviav Epvriaag. 'Ev tf] Koumoet, Tov kOGHOV 00 KaTéA-
neg @gotoke. Metéotng mpog v Loy, Mip drdpyovoa tig (iig, Kol taig mpe-
oPeiaig Toig ooic Avtpovpévn, €k BaviTov Tag Yuyag NUAV.
First Mode
You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell asleep in death yet did not
desert the world, O Theotokos. You were transported to life, as you are Mother of
Life and, by virtue of your intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
Kontakion
‘Hyoc p
IIpootacio 1@V Xplotov@dv dkataicyvvte, pectteio, tpog tov [Tomtyv duetdde-
T€, U1 ToPidNg, AUOPTOADY deNCE®V PMVAG, OALL TPOPOacoV, MG ayadn, gig TV
Bonbelov Mudv, OV moTdg Kpavyaldviov cor Tayvvov &ig mpeoPeiav, xai
onedoov &ig ikeoiav, 1 Tpoostatevovsa del, BE0TOKE, TOV TILOVIOV GE.
Second Mode
A protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator
most constant: O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be
thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten
to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect,
O Theotokos, them that honor thee.

Mpog T'ardtog EmotoAiig [Taviov 10 dvayvoopo
Adelpoi, 0 kapmog tod IMveduatdg Eotv dydmn, yapd, ipnvn, pakpobouia, xpn-
o10TNGg, ayabwobvn, miotg, TPede, EyKpdteln Kotd T@V T0100TOV 00K £0TL
vopog. ol 6¢ 100 Xpiotod TV olpka €oTapOGaV oLV Toig madnuact Kol Taig
émBopionc. Ei {@dpev Ivedpatt, mvedpatt kol otoyyduev. pun ywvopebo kevodoot,

WHATEVER, LORD, WHATEVER!

Some of you may recall that Archie Bunker on the TV sitcom “All in the Fami-
ly” continually mispronounced the name of their pastor. When his wife Edith cor-
rected him, he’d toss his head back and say “whatever!” It was Archie’s way of
saying, “I don’t care. It’s not important to me.”

But there is another meaning to the word “whatever” — one that has profound
spiritual meaning. Pattie Mansfield, a spiritual writer, has coined what she calls
the “whatever” prayer. It goes like this:

THE “WHATEVER” PRAYER
Whatever You want, Lord, I want.

Whatever You choose, I choose.
Whatever You say, I'll do.
Whatever You give, I'll receive.
Whatever You withhold, I'll accept.
Whatever You Plan, I'll rejoice in.
Whatever, Lord, Whatever!

This prayer represents an attitude that the saints call abandonment or total sur-
render to God. It’s giving God permission to do with us whatever He pleases. If
I’m really allowing Jesus to be the Lord and Master of my life, I’ve got to be
ready to give up my will for His will, my plan for His plans, and my timetable for
His timetable.

Jesus Himself prayed the “whatever prayer” as He was agonizing in the Garden
of Gethsemane just before His crucifixion: “My Father,” He prayed, “if this cup
cannot pass unless I drink it, thy will be done.” God’s will was done. The cruci-
fixion led to the resurrection, and as a result those who are baptized, truly believe
in Jesus, and follow Him, have eternal life and go from death to life.

GIVING GOD PERMISSION TO DO GLORIOUS THINGS WITH OUR
LIVES: There is no limit to what God can do with someone who prays the
“whatever” prayer — the prayer of total surrender to God. A simple virgin named
Mary became the Mother of God when at the Annunciation she said “whatever” to
God, that is, “Be it done to me according to Your will.” Simon Peter the fisher-
man became Simon Peter the rock on whose confession of faith that Jesus is Lord,
the Church was built. A tax collector named Matthew became an evangelist who
wrote the first of the four Gospels. Mary Magdalene, a prostitute, became the first
to proclaim the resurrection of Jesus. A persecutor named Saul became Paul, the
great apostle to the Gentiles. And the list goes on. “Whatever, Lord! Whatever!”
is a prayer that gives God permission to do glorious things with our live.

STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT: The year of 2026 has reached its half-way
point and yet many parishioners still have not made a stewardship pledge to the
church. It is only through you financial commitment that the work of Christ can be
done in this world. It is only through your support and love of Jesus that will ena-
ble His Word to be heard. Make your pledge today and become a steward of
Christ’s Church. If you have already made a pledge, please make every effort to
meet your financial obligation in a timely manner. Remember, without you, there
is no Church!
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Sat. 11AM -7 PM
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Assumption Greek Orthodox Church
11 N. Seventh 5t., Madison, WI
at E. Washington Ave. & N. Seventh St.

Enjoy music, dancing, church tours and delicious Greek faverites including gyros,
fries, spanakopita, chicken souvlakia, baklava, loukoumades, beer and wine!

Don't miss our Bake Sale inside the church!
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“For what isprayer? Prayer is the raising of the mind and heart
to God—for praise and thanksgiving and beseeching Hin for the
goud things recestary for soul ard bedy, The wssence of prayer,
ther, is the mental ascert to God from the heart. The mind stands
in te heart conscously bfore the face of God, and, filed with
proper and reerscary evamnes, it haging to ponr e ire heart
befere Him, Thisis prayer of the heart!”

Bishop Theophan the Reclus:

B O *. . S—
The OCWA Prayer Chain has existed for many yzars. Tt isa way for
ws to pray for others knowing that cur prayers will be magnified when
wl ol us Lifl oun Tt s wr wonsds up w G, We sy for thuse
afflicted with illness, sorrow, and challenges of body and soul, W add
prayers for physizians and caregivers and “amily members who heal and
suppor, so that they may be comforted and guided by God. Wealso
pray for thewe departed this life

Ourgrowp of faithful prayerwerriors zan always use additional members,
I you would like t join us, please enail e at

margann lindsergi@gmail.com. You will be added to the chain bt your
emall adcress will not be visble t others. Please send any prayer request
to the same email, with the first name of the prayer recipient anda brief
desc iption of the prayas eaded.

Takng a moment from your busr day to pray for sameona ir need is a
source of almand spiritual strenztienirg that would add purpose to your day.
All are welcome to join us!
——fp————
“Oh, what great bap;mrss and bliss, what exsltation it is to
addvess aneself to the Lierra! Fatoer. Always, without fail, valse

llr:({a which ha beer accorded to you by God's infinite grace
o nat forget it during your prayers; God, the angels ane
God's holy men hsten to yen.”

Elder Josenh the Hesychast




Follow us on social media and
introduce yourself!

SCAN HERE

INSTAGRAM WELCOME FORM

ERE
]

Questions? Reach out
to Fr. Chris or Zach

@agoc_msn

oaazes hssimption Greek Orthodox
Church

Tuesday, July 21*
First Pitch: 6:05 PM - Gates Open One Hour Prior

CLICK HERE FOR TICKETS

Busch Light Duck Blind Reserved
Tables

FRINT BATE

ol
TSI THILES

All bags larger than 4.5 x 6.5
must be CLEAR

GAMEDAY LINKS

Menu & Pictures Parking_Info

The Duck Pond at Warner Park 2920 N Sherman Ave, Madison, W1 53704 608-246-4277



https://madison-mallards.nwltickets.com/Tickets/SelectPromoSeats?PromoCode=Assumption26
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PLEASE SUBMIT PHOTOS FOR OUR
AV H | By 2
SAVE THE DATE!! ~5TH CELEBRATION!

= 4 Y As we celebrate 75 years of faith, tradition, and community, we invite
70 TH A NN l V E Rb A RY you to share your favorite photos from our parish's past to help us
create a special 75th Anniversary presentation. All photos should
ELEB R Tl N be related to Assumption Parish/Events/Celebrations. These
l

can include:

* Church Sacramental occasions

* Fellowship Hall events

* Choir

* Sunday School

* Dinner Dances

* Greek Fest

* Other Assumption organizations & events

Scanned photos may be emailed to Denise George Schultz
twinjoys23egmail.com. Printed photos may be dropped off in our
Fellowship Hall - a labeled Collection Box will be on the bookcase, or
they can be given directly to Margo Schmidt. Please place your
photos in an envelope with your name on the back of each photo
and the envelope, so they may be returned. We will include as many
photos as possible. FINAL DUE DATE FOR PHOTO SUBMISSIONS
WILL BE SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH.
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Assumption Greek Orthodox Church is celebrating 75 years!

S hip of Event:
Please join us for dinner, dancing and fellowship. Gather your e oy . : o
; We gratefully welcome sponsorships and donations from individuals
family to reflect on our past and to look ahead to our future. and businesses to help keep ticket prices affordable and accessible
More information can be found in the weekly bulletin and FYI - for all. All donations (including memorial donations) will be listed in
there you will find our BIG request for photos - old and new! book form at the event. Sponsorship donations are currently being

accepted by check. Please make checks payable to AGOC and

NOVEMBER 14’ 5:30—10 PM indicate "75th Sponsorship” in the memo section.

Please save the date! Formal invitations for our 75th Anniversary
Celebration will be sent this fall.
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Madison Concourse Hotel
1W. Dayton St. Madison WI



