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Sunday, June 14th, 2026
2nd Sunday of Matthew
The Holy Prophet Elisseus (Elisha)
Saint Methodius the Confessor, Patriarch of Constantinople
Readings:
Epistle:  Romans 2: 10-16
Gospel: ~ Matthew 4: 18-23
Coffee Hour/ Greek Fest Planning Meeting
THIS WEEK AT ASSUMPTION
Tuesday, June 16th, 2026
7:00 p.m.
Parish Council Meeting
Saturday, June 20th, 2026
Russian Mission
Fr. Christodoulou's Office hours are: Tuesday - Friday

10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Memorials
Gerassimos Pagoulaulatos 2 years
Chrisoula Pagoulatos 7 years

May their Memory be Eternal!

GRADUATE SUNDAY: Today on Graduate Sunday we want to honor those
students who have worked diligently these last years and have now graduated from
8th Grade, High School & College. As a parish we wish you many blessings on
the next journey that they are beginning and they will always be in our prayers.
We want to Congratulate: Matvey Nunoo and Norman Kelly who are graduating
from 8th grade!

GREEK FEST PLANNING: The Greek Fest committee has been busy making
preparations for our September Greek Festt+ event. There will be a planning/
update meeting after liturgy on TODAY, in one of the rooms next to the down-
stairs social hall. Everyone is encouraged to attend the meeting! Greek Fest+ is
Assumption’s largest annual fundraiser, and will take place on Sat. Sept. 12,
2026. The fest has been a staple in the city of Madison for nearly 60 years. Hope
to see you on June 14™

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: While we pray and work for the reconcili-
ation and unity of all the world's Christians, the reality remains that there is still no
intercommunion between our Orthodox Churches and the Churches of the West.
This means that only baptized, chrismated and observant Orthodox faithful receive
Communion in our churches. At the same time, we warmly welcome all non-
Orthodox to join us in prayer and celebration, and humbly offer to all present the
Antidoro bread of fellowship at the end of the service. We offer this important
symbol 'instead of the Gifts', in the words of the Apostle Paul, 'Till we all come to
the unity of the Faith' (Eph. 4.13).

STEWARDSHIP NOTE: The 2026 Church Membership list is growing. Howev-
er there are still many of our community, who have not made their financial com-
mitment to the church. Remember church membership begins in January not when
we paid last. If everyone would pay their membership on time and on a yearly
basis, our parish would not need gimmicks such as raffles, picnics, etc. to raise
funds to do God’s work and preach His Word in this world. YOUR CHURCH
NEEDS YOUR - please pledge and pay your 2026 stewardship today!

Second Mode
A protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator
most constant: O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be
thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten
to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect,
O Theotokos, them that honor thee.

pog Popaiovg Emetoirijc Iladrov o dvayvoopa
Adelpoi, 50&a &€ Kal Tiur| kai lpvn Tavti @ Epyalopéve to dyabov, Tovdain te
npdtov kail "EAANve o0 yép €0t mpocoroinyio mapd @ Oed. 6601 Yap AVOL®S
fipaptov, avopms kol aroAodvtar kol dcot &v vou® fipaptov, 61 vopov kpidnco-
vtal. ov yop ol dkpootal Tod vopov dikarol mapd @ Oed, GAA’ ol momtol ToD
vopov dikoiwbncovtat. dtav yop E6vn td un vopov &yovia @VGEL TA ToD vOLOoL
motfj, oDToL vopov uR Eyovieg &owtoig gict vopog, oitveg évdeikvoviar 1 Epyov
TOD VOOV YPOmTOV €V Tl Kapdioug ovT®dV, GUUUAPTUPOVOTG AVTAV TTG GUVEL-
dMoewg kol HeTa&d GAAA®Y TGV AOYIGU®Y KATYOPOoOVI®V 1 Kol AToloyoupuévey
— &v Nuépa &te Kpvel 6 Bgdg TO KPLATO TAOV AVOPOTOV KATA TO EVAYYEAOV LLOV
o1a 'Inood Xpiotod.
The reading is from Paul’s Letter to the Romans
Brethren, glory and honor and peace for every one who does good, the Jew first
and also the Greek. For God shows no partiality. All who have sinned without the
law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be
judged by the law. For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before
God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. When Gentiles who have not
the law do by nature what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even
though they do not have the law. They show that what the law requires is written
on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness and their conflicting
thoughts accuse or perhaps excuse them on that day when, according to my gospel,
God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.
’Ex 100 kot MotOaiov dyiov Evayyeriov T0 dvéyvoopa
T® woupd éxeive, mepumatdv mopd v Odhaccav tfg Toalhaiog &ide &0
adehpovg, Xipmvo Tov Aeyopevov Ilétpov kol Avopéav TOV GOEAPOV avTOD,
BaAroviag apgifAnotpov eig v Bdhaccoy: foov yap GAElc kai Aéysl adToic
debte Omicm pov Kol moo® VA alelg avOpdmmv. ol 6¢ evBémg Gpévtes Ta
diktva MrorovONcay ovTd. Koi mpoPic éxeifev 1dev dAlovg d00 adsApovc,
‘TakwPBov tov 100 ZePedaiov kol Tmavvny tov adeApov adtod, &v 1@ mhoim petd
ZePedaiov t0d maTpog avtd®V KotoptiCovtag To dikTvo CVTAV, Kol EKAAECEV
a0TovC. ol 8¢ e0Bémg Apévieg TO mAolov Kol TOV Tatépa avT®V NKoAlovOncav
avt®. Kot mepiijyev 6Anv v F'odkaiov 6 Incodc dwdokmv €v toilg cuvaymyois
avT®V Kol Knpvoowv 10 gvayyélov Tilg Pactieiog kol Oepanedov ndcav VOGOV
Kol Thcov poiokiov &v @ Aod.
The reading is from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
At that time, as Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon
who is called Peter and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they
were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of
men.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on from there
he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the
boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediate-
ly they left their boat and their father, and followed him. And Jesus went about all
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom and
healing every disease and every infirmity among the people.



Resurrection Apolitikion
"Hyog o.
Tob AiBov cppayicBéviog Ko t@v Tovdainy, Kol GTPUTIOTAOV PLAUGGOVI®OV TO
Gypavtdv cov A0, AVESTNG TPMUEPOG ZMOTHP, OMPOVUEVOS TA KOGU® TV {onv
du ToUTo 0i Avvapelg TV ovpavdv 0wV oot {woddta. AdEa Ti] AvacTAcEl GOV
Xpoté, 86&a T1i Pactreia cov, 60&a Tfj oikovopig Gov, pove PIAGVOpmTE.
First Mode
When the stone was sealed by the Jews and the soldiers were guarding Thine im-
maculate body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life unto the
world. For which cause the powers of heaven cried out to Thee, O Life giver: Glo-
ry to Thy resurrection, O Christ. Glory to Thy Kingdom. Glory to Thy dispensa-
tion, O only Friend of man.
For the Prophet
"Hyog &
‘Oévoapkog Ayyehog, Tdv IIpoentdv 1| kpnmig, 6 devtepog [Ipddpopoc, g ma-
povciag Xpiotod, HAlag 0 &vdofog, dvwbev katamépyog, Elocaio v xapw,
vOooVG AmodldKeL, kKol Aempols kabapiler 010 kol Tolg TWdow avTOV Ppvet
ibpota.
Fourth Mode
The angel incarnate and the Prophets’ pedestal, * the second Forerunner of the
coming of Christ, Elias the glorious, * sent down to Elisha the divine grace from
heaven. * He drives away diseases and he cleanses lepers. * Therefore he pours
out healings to those who honor him.
For the Hierarch
"Hyog &
Kavéva mictemg kai gikdvo mpadtnrog, &ykpateiog diddokolov, avedelée oe Ti
moipvy ocov, N TOV mpoaypdtov aANdei S TodTOo EKTNO® Tf TATEWMCEL TA
VYNAa, tf mtoyeia 0 mAovown, whtep Tepdpyo Mebodie: npécPeve Xplotd @
Bed, cmbijval Tag Yoy NUodV.
Fourth Mode
Arule of faith are you, and an icon of gentleness, and a teacher of self-control. And
to your flock this was evident, by the truth of your life and deeds. You were hum-
ble and therefore you acquired exalted gifts, treasure in heaven for being
poor. Father, holy hierarch Methodius, intercede with Christ our God, and entreat
Him to save our souls.
Hymn for the Dormition of the Theotokos
"Hyog o
‘Ev i} ['evviioet, v mapBeviav Eépvia&as. 'Ev 1] Kownoet, Tov k6GHOV 00 KaTéAL-
neg Oeotoke. Metéotng mpdg v Loy, Mimp ddpyovoa tiig (oiig, Kol Taig mpe-
oPeiang Toig coic AvTpovpévn, €k BavAaTov TaG Yoy ag UAMV.
First Mode
You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell asleep in death yet did not
desert the world, O Theotokos. You were transported to life, as you are Mother of
Life and, by virtue of your intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
Kontakion
"Hyoc p
[pootacio 1@V Xprotov@dv dkataicyvvte, pecttein, Tpog tov [Tomtyv auetdde-
TE, W] TOPIONG, ALOPTOADY SENCEDV POVAS, GAAY TPOdPOacoV, d¢ dyadn, gig TV
Bonbelov Mudv, OV motdg Kpavyaldviov cor Tayvvov &ig mpeoPeiav, xai
onedooV &ig ikeoiav, 1 TPOGTATEVOVGO AEl, BEOTOKE, TAV TILOVIOV GE.

OUR REAL PURPOSE: TO FOLLOW: Follow me! Our real purpose is not
merely to believe in Jesus, to admire Him, to call Him wonderful names like
LORD and MASTER, but to follow Him and bear fruit for Him. “Not he who
says, ‘Lord, Lord’ (noun) will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does
(verb) the will of my Father in heaven,” said Jesus.

What people want more than anything else today is to experience meaning and
belonging in their lives? The way to experience these is follow Jesus all the way.

Jesus speaks to each one of us personally through the Gospel lesson today.
“Follow me,” He says. I will not lead you to the dead-end streets of emptiness and
despair but to complete fulfillment. “I came that you might have life and that you
might have it more abundantly.” He said, “These things I have spoken to you, that
My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.”

If you are looking for the way to forgiveness, Jesus is the way. Follow Him.
“As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from
us?” If you are looking for the way to peace, He is it, follow Him. “My peace |
give to you. Not as the world gives do I give...” If you are looking for the way to
be really free, Jesus is the Way. Follow Him. “You shall know the truth and the
truth shall make you free.” Who is the truth but Jesus?

Do you really want to be different? Do you really want to be healed? Then
take up your bed and walk. Stretch out your hand. Act. Get going. Launch out.
Follow. The power will come as you follow.

FROM THE FATHERS: The work of prayer belongs to the angels, and is,
therefore, the special concern of the Church. Every other work, i.e., chari-
ty, nursing the brethren, visiting the sick, caring for prisoners, releasing captives,
and other similar things, is done by the brethren in love and offered by them to
God. Similarly, poverty, fasting, sleeping on the ground, prostrations, vigils, etc.,
are good and like a sacrifice to God, because they aim to subdue and humble the
body so that we may be purified and approach God and become friends of God --
yet these things do not present us directly to God, whereas prayer does so and
unites us with Him. A person praying acts towards God like a friend -- convers-
ing, confiding, requesting -- and through this becomes one with our Maker Him-
self. — St. Symeon of Thessalonica

THE FULFILLMENT OF JACOB'S DREAM: Jesus said in the Gospel of St.
John, "Truly, truly, I say unto you, hereafter you shall see heaven open and the
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man (1:51)." With these
words Jesus recalls Jacob's dream of the ladder and tells His disciples that they are
about to see the ancient dream fulfilled before their very eyes — in the Son of Man;
for Christ Himself is the ladder, linking heaven and earth.

Christ's coming into the world marks the opening of heaven. He came down the
ladder from heaven and ever since then heaven has remained open. As the ladder,
Jesus is the only way to communion with the Father and the Holy Spirit. There is a
constant stream of traffic on that ladder. Those angels ever going up and coming
down are our prayers. Up to gain help and inspiration — down to bring a little bit of
heaven, a breath of godly air into this world of struggling humanity. "Prayer,"
writes St. John of the Ladder, "is a continuous ascension to heaven." We may add,
so is the liturgy and the reading of God's word — a continuous ascension to where
God is.



A BIG thank you to all who volunteered at our new
Mini Greek Fest! Since this was a new event for
Assumption, we didn’t have our systems totally

ironed out, but everyone pulled together to make it

a Success.

We appreciate everyone who gave of their time!

Also, thank you to all who supported the online
store, attended the fest, and helped spread the
word on social media. This went from an idea to
fruition in less than 6 months and we couldn’t
have done it without you!

Telly and Beth Fatsis

Save the Date!
Greek Fest +

Sept. 12, 2026

otz Nssumption Greek Orthodox
Church

Tuesday, July 21*
First Pitch: 6:05 PM - Gates Open One Hour Prior

CLICK HERE FOR TICKETS

Busch Light Duck Blind Reserved
Tables

FRINT RATE

ol
TSI THILES

All bags larger than 4.5 x 6.5
must be CLEAR

GAMEDAY LINKS

Menu & Pictures Parking_Info

The Duck Pond at Warner Park 2920 N Sherman Ave, Madison, W1 53704 608-246-4277



https://madison-mallards.nwltickets.com/Tickets/SelectPromoSeats?PromoCode=Assumption26

