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From Resurrection to Pentecost 
Living the Paschal Mystery 

As we proclaim with joy, “Christ is Risen!”, we are not celebrating a past event. In 

Orthodoxy, the Resurrection is not simply remembered, it is lived, entered into, and un-

folded in the life of the Church from Pascha to Pentecost. 

This sacred season, often called the Paschal period, is one of the most spiritually rich 

times of the year. It is a time when the Church invites us to experience the fullness of 

Christ’s victory over death and to understand what that victory means for our lives here 

and now. 

The Resurrection: The Center of Our Faith 

The Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ is not only another feast among other 

feats. It is the “feast of feasts”, It is the very foundation of our faith. 

As the Apostle Paul tells us, “If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in 

vain and your faith is in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:14). But Christ has been raised. And be-

cause He has been raised: 

• Death is no longer final 

• Sin no longer has ultimate power 

• Life has been restored to humanity 

In rising from the dead, Christ does not simply return to life as it was before. He 

transforms human nature itself, opening the way for us to participate in Divine Life. 

This is why, throughout the forty days after Pascha, the Church continues to greet 

one another not with ordinary words, but with the proclamation: 

“Christ is Risen!” 

“Truly He is Risen!” 

It is not a simple greeting, but rather a confession of faith  

The Forty Days: A Time of Joy and Illumination 

The forty days from Pascha to the Ascension are marked by a unique and radiant joy. 

During this time: 

We do not kneel in prayer, The hymns are filled with triumph. Why? Because the 

Church is teaching us something profound: The Resurrection changes everything. Yet 

this joy is not superficial. It is deeply theological. 

The Gospel readings during this period guide us step by step guide. The encounter 

with St. Thomas reminds us that faith moves from doubt to confession: “My Lord and 

my God!” The healing of the Paralytic reveals Christ as the giver of true healing The sto-

ry of the Samaritan Woman shows that Christ offers living water to all people. The heal-

ing of the Blind Man reveals that Christ gives not only physical sight, but spiritual vision 

Continued on next page 



Each of these encounters shows us what the Resurrection looks like in real life. restoration, illumination, 

and transformation. 

The Ascension: Christ Enthrones Our Humanity 
After forty days, Christ ascends into heaven. At first glance, the Ascension might seem like a departure. 

But in truth, it is a glorification. Christ does not leave humanity behind. But rather He takes humanity with 

Him. 

In His Ascension, Christ enthrones human nature at the right hand of the Father. This means that our hu-

manity, which was once fallen. Is now lifted up into divine glory. This is a staggering truth. 

The same human nature we struggle with, the same humanity marked by weakness and limitation, has now 

been united with God. The Ascension reminds us that our destiny is not merely to survive this life, but to be 

transfigured. 

Pentecost: The Gift of the Holy Spirit 
Ten days after the Ascension, we celebrate Pentecost — the descent of the Holy Spirit. If Pascha is victory, 

and the Ascension is glorification, then Pentecost is fulfillment.  

At Pentecost: 

• The Holy Spirit descends upon the Apostles 

• The Church is revealed in its fullness 

• The Gospel begins to spread to all nations 

The same Spirit who raised Christ from the dead now dwells within the Church — and within us. This is 

essential. The Christian life is not something we accomplish by our own strength. It is life in the Holy Spirit. 

The Spirit: 

• Guides us into truth 

• Strengthens us in struggle 

• Transforms us from within 

Pentecost shows us that the Resurrection is not something external to us. It becomes internal, lived out in 

the life of the Church and in each believer. 

Living the Paschal Life in Madison 
For us here in Madison, Wisconsin, this sacred season is not removed from daily life. It is meant to shape 

how we live in our homes, workplaces, and community. 

The Resurrection calls us to: 

• Live with hope, even in difficulty 

• Forgive, as we have been forgiven 

• Seek Christ in prayer and sacrament 

• Bear witness to the joy of the Gospel 

In a world often marked by anxiety, division, and uncertainty, the Orthodox Christian is called to be a wit-

ness to something different. We are called to a life rooted in the Resurrection. This does not mean life becomes 

easy. It means life becomes meaningful. 

Because we know that: 

• Suffering is not the end 

• Death is not final 

• Christ has already won the victory 

From Pascha to Pentecost — and Beyond 
     The journey from Pascha to Pentecost is not simply a liturgical sequence. It is a spiritual movement: 

• From death to life 

• From earth to heaven 

• From fear to boldness 

• From isolation to communion 



And this journey does not end at Pentecost. It continues in our daily lives. Each time we pray, each time 

we repent, each time we love, we participate in the life that Christ has given us. 

A Final Word 
As we move through this holy season, let us not allow it to pass by as something routine. Let us enter into 

it fully. Let us live as people who truly believe that Christ is risen. 

Because if He is risen, then everything has changed. And if everything has changed… 

then so must we. 

Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen! 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING:  Will be held on Tuesday, April 21st & Tuesday, May 19th at 7:00 p.m. 

WOMEN’S SPIRITUAL MEETING:  Women's spiritual  zoom meetings will be on Thursday, April 16th at 

7:00 p.m.  If you are interested in participating and you haven't signed in yet please contact Peli Galiti 

at pegaliti@gmail.com  You will get the zoom link in your email. 

STEWARDSHIP 2026 APPEAL: At our Stewardship meeting, we have discussed the changes at Assump-

tion. The church is in constant transition, and our aim is to anticipate the time, talent, and treasure needs of our 

community. We need to combine the Strengths of our heritage, our Orthodox Tradition, and our faith in God to 

encourage what we do now & toward the future. The Church needs the involvement of you and me, & with the 

Help of God, to shape our programs to meet the needs of our community & to reach out to others, outside of 

our community. Please volunteer this year your time and talents, for the good of the church. Nearly every com-

mittee has need of the talents and time of leaders & contributors. 

ALTAR BOY WORKSHOP SUNDAY, May 3rd: We are hosting a workshop for our current Altar Boy & 

for anyone wanting to join the ranks. We will be going over proper procedure and order for services and pro-

cessions. Anyone who would like to join the Altar boys is Welcome but must be at least 8 years old. Come 

join our blessed tradition of serving God. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR HOLY FRIDAY MORNING EPITAPHIOS SET UP: As she does every 

year Margo will be leading  a group of dedicated people in setting up the Epitaphios with the beautiful flowers 

in anticipation of the Lamentation Service. 

 Margo is always looking for more people to train and help. It is important that we keep this glorious 

tradition alive so we can continue to have the tomb of our Lord in Splendor.   

 If you would like to help, please come on Friday, April 10th at 9:00 a.m. Any help is greatly appreciat-

ed. 

GIRLS NEEDED FOR MYRRH-BEARERS: We are in need of girls to serve as Myrrh-Bearing women on 

Holy Friday evening (April 10th) and Saturday evening Anastasi Service (April 11th) . If your daughters are 

interested, please see Fr. Christodoulos or Susu Akkawi. God Bless 

GOSPEL READERS FOR AGAPE VESPERS: During the service of Agape Vespers it is traditional to 

have the Gospel read in the different languages that make up our community. If you are able to read the Gospel 

in another language and would like to read during Agape Vespers please let Fr. Christodoulou know!  

EASTER EGG HUNT: Following Agape Vespers on Sunday we will be having an Easter Egg Hunt for all of 

the children.  

IT’S TAVERNA NIGHT: Assumption Greek Orthodox Church is having a mini-Greek fest this spring.  

This new event, called “It’s Taverna Night” will be similar to our regular fall Greek Fest, only with a much 

more limited menu. In addition, we are introducing an online pre-order “dinner to go” model that is similar to 

the Philoptochos annual fall Baklava+ sale.  

• Date: Saturday May 16, 2026  

• The online go-order pickups will be 8am-noon.  

• Mini-fest is 11am – 7pm  

 

The flyer included here has all the FAQs about this event so please take a few minutes to read it. We are reach-

ing out to ask for your assistance in VOLUN-TEERING for a shift or two. We will need help with prep & set-

up on Thursday and Friday May 14-15, but especially on Saturday May 16th.  

Please follow this LINK TO THE VOLUNTEER FORM to see the available shifts.  

The website and online store is live now, see philomadison.org. Please take a look and share with your friends!  

Thank you for your support, Greek Fest Committee  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdSex2YCV3g0BzPMX1dPobcyUpEI77xx5zTy04E_OXiRlxSBA/viewform?pli=1
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