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Sunday, March 29th, 2026
S5th Sunday of Lent - St. Mary of Egypt
St. Theodora the Righteous of Thessaloniki & St. Savvas of Kalymnos
Readings
Epistle: Hebrews 9:11-14
Gospel: Mark 10:32-45
Sunday School/Parish Spring General Assembly/Greek School
THIS WEEK AT ASSUMPTION

Wednesday, April 1st, 2026
Strict Fast Day
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice
Saturday April 4th, 2026
Fast Day (Wine & QOil Permitted)
Lazarus Saturday

9:00 a.m.

Orthros followed by Divine Liturgy

Church Cleaning / Sunday School Lazarus Retreat
Fr. Christodoulou's Office hours are: Tuesday - Friday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

PASCHAL PREPERATION: We are now fast approaching the most glorious
Resurrection of our Lord, take a moment this week to consider how you can con-
tinue to prepare for this wonderful day personally as well as what you can contrib-
ute to our community as the day approaches. There are several opportunities listed
below for you, and your family to consider participating in.

CHURCH CLEANING FOR PASCHA : As we do every year in preparation for
Holy Week & Pascha we will be asking all parishioners to come join us on Satur-
day, April 4th beginning at 11:00 a.m. to help us clean the church and polish our
Holy items. Come help us beautify our church.

LAZARUS SATURDAY SUNDAY SCHOOL RETREAT: Once again we will
be having our annual Lazarus Saturday Retreat. Join us after Liturgy for this fun
event. This year will feature games, a movie, fellowship and fun!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR HOLY FRIDAY MORNING EPITAPHIOS
SET UP: As she does every year Margo will be leading a group of dedicated peo-
ple in setting up the Epitaphios with the beautiful flowers in anticipation of the
Lamentation Service.

Margo is always looking for more people to train and help. It is important that
we keep this glorious tradition alive so we can continue to have the tomb of our
Lord in Splendor.

If you would like to help, please come on Friday, April 10th at 9:00 a.m. Any
help is greatly appreciated.

GIRLS NEEDED FOR MYRRH-BEARERS: We are in need of girls to serve
as Myrrh-Bearing women on Holy Friday evening (April 10th) and Saturday even-
ing Anastasi Service (April 11th) . If your daughters are interested, please see Fr.
Christodoulos or Susu Akkawi. God Bless

PALM SUNDAY DINNER: Our Ladies Philoptochos will also be sponsoring
Dinner for us on Sunday, April 5th following Liturgy, Please see the attached flier
for more details including RSVP information.
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The reading is from Paul’s letter to the Hebrews
BRETHREN, when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have
come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is,
not of this creation) he entered once for all into the Holy Place, taking not the
blood of goats and calves but his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.
For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with
the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, how much more
shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without
blemish to God, purify your conscience from dead works to serve the living God.
The Reading is from the Holy Gospel According to Mark
At that time, Jesus took his twelve disciples, and he began to tell them what was to
happen to him, saying, "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man
will be delivered to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to
death, and deliver him to the Gentiles; and they will mock him, and spit upon him,
and scourge him, and kill him; and after three days he will rise." And James and
John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him, and said to him, "Teacher, we
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you." And he said to them, "What do
you want me to do for you?" And they said to him, "Grant us to sit, one at your
right hand and one at your left, in your glory." But Jesus said to them, "You do not
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be bap-
tized with the baptism with which I am baptized?" And they said to him, "We are
able." And Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the
baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand
or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been pre-
pared." And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant of James and John.
And Jesus called them to him and said to them, "You know that those who are
supposed to rule over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise
authority over them. But it shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great
among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be
slave of all. For the Son of man also came not to be served but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many."



Resurrection Apolitikion
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First Mode
When the stone was sealed by the Jews and the soldiers were guarding Thine im-
maculate body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life unto the
world. For which cause the powers of heaven cried out to Thee, O Life giver: Glo-
ry to Thy resurrection, O Christ. Glory to Thy Kingdom. Glory to Thy dispensa-
tion, O only Friend of man.

Hymn for the Devout Woman
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Mode pl. 4.
In you, O Mother, is preserved undistorted what was made in the image of God;
for taking up the cross, you followed Christ and by example taught, that we should
overlook the flesh, since it passes away, and instead look after the soul, since it is
immortal. And therefore, O devout Mary, your spirit rejoices with the angels

Hymn for the Dormition of the Theotokos
"Hyog o
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First Mode
You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell asleep in death yet did not
desert the world, O Theotokos. You were transported to life, as you are Mother of
Life and, by virtue of your intercessions, deliver our souls from death.

Kontakion
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Second Mode
Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession with the Creator that never
fails, we sinners beg you, do not ignore the voices of our prayers. O good Lady,
we implore you, quickly come unto our aid, when we cry out to you with faith.
Hurry to intercession, and hasten to supplication, O Theotokos who protect now
and ever those who honor you.
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT: On this day the Church commemorates St. Mary of
Egypt so that her example of sincere repentance and great virtues may strengthen
the slothful and urge sinners to atone for their sins.

St. Mary was a famous woman who turned her life of sin to that of penitence.

During a visit to Jerusalem she went to attend the celebration of the Feast of the
Holy Cross. There she found herself unable to enter the Church of the Holy Sepul-
cher until she had vowed to improve her manner of living. This she did through
the help of the Theotokos, to whom she became especially devoted. She lived out
the remainder of her life in penitence in the desert across the Jordan. For over fifty
years she lived in the odor of sanctity and became famed everywhere for her re-
nunciation of worldly pleasures.
SATURDAY OF LAZARUS : On this day the greatest of our Lord’s miracles is
commemorated, the resurrection of the Lazarus who had been dead for four days.
The whole theme of this day, as shown in the Divine Liturgy of the day, is that of
the resurrection of the dead. Even at the Gospel Entrance the priest chants “O Son
of God, Who rose from the dead, save us who sing to Thee, Alleluia.” As a rule
this phrase is reserved for Sundays only, but the exception is made on this Satur-
day of Lazarus

One reason why the resurrection of the dead is stressed on this day is that it
gives more credence to our Lord’s Resurrection in that it was not impossible for
Him to come back to life with His Resurrected Body. For the Lord foresaw various
Jews and Roman soldiers denying His Resurrection. If Lazarus could come back to
life after being dead and buried for four days, certainly our Lord could do so, too.

Divine Liturgy will be celebrated on Saturday, April 11" 9:00 a.m., to com-
memorate our Lord’s greatest miracle. We urge all parishioners to attend and re-
ceive Holy Communion. Palm Sunday losses much of its meaning without the
events of the Saturday of Lazarus
FROM THE FATHERS: Do not be surprised that you fall every day; do not give
up, but stand your ground courageously. And assuredly, the angel who guards you
will honor your patience. — St. John of the Ladder
IT’S TAVERNA NIGHT: Assumption Greek Orthodox Church is having a mini-
Greek fest this spring.

This new event, called “It’s Taverna Night” will be similar to our regular fall
Greek Fest, only with a much more limited menu. In addition, we are introducing
an online pre-order “dinner to go” model that is similar to the Philoptochos annual
fall Baklava+ sale.

e Date: Saturday May 16, 2026
e Mini-fest is 1 lam — 7pm
e The online go-order pickups will be earlier in the day, 8am-noon.

The attachment to this email has all the FAQs about this event so please take a
few minutes to read it.

We are reaching out to ask for your assistance in VOLUNTEERING for a shift
or two. We will need help with prep & setup on Thursday and Friday May 14-15,
but especially on Saturday May 16th.

Please follow this LINK TO THE VOLUNTEER FORM to see the available
shifts.

The website and online store is live now, see philomadison.org. Please take a
look and share with your friends!

Thank you for your support, Greek Fest Committee



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdSex2YCV3g0BzPMX1dPobcyUpEI77xx5zTy04E_OXiRlxSBA/viewform?pli=1

The walk-in food will be hot and ready-to-eat. We will also serve beer/wine/soft drinks like our
regular Greek Fest.

O Will there be a bake sale down in the basement?

A No.

Q: Will the parking lots be set up like our September Greek Fest?

A All of the food and beverages for the walk-in orders (fest) will be in the back parking lot. The
front lot will be reserved for handicapped parking only. No food tents will be in the front lot.

@: Where will the TO-GO order customers pick up their food?

H u LY w E E K A: They will be directed to the basement to pick up their orders.

@: How will this be marketed?

A: We will market to our parish, to our Greek Fest/Baklava+ email list, and through social media.

Volunteers needed 8 AM to Noon Q: How can | help?

LAZA“US SATUH DAY A: We need volunteers to help with food prep in advance: Thursday & Friday May 14 & 15.

This LINK will direct vou to the voluntear paee where you can select shifts.
APH IL 4 You can also scan this QR code with your phone to go to the volunteer page.
Help us clean:

® | jturgical items

* Windaows and floors
® Pews and Narthex.

® Chandelier and lamps

t |||:':| I s PR 4

vt Il S

If you have any questions, please contact Telly or Beth Fatsis at bfatsis1215@&gmail.com or (608)
512-5724 Telly or (608) 345-5070 Beth.

THANK YOU!



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdSex2YCV3g0BzPMX1dPobcyUpEI77xx5zTy04E_OXiRlxSBA/viewform?pli=1

Save the date!
Saturday May 16, 2026
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church is having a mini-Greek Fest!

This event will be similar to our regular fall Greek Fest, only with a
much more limited menu. In addition, we are introducing an online
pre-order “dinner to go” model that is similar to the Philoptochos
annual fall Baklava+ sale.

0: Why are we doing this?

A: Our church relies on the proceeds of Greek Fest to fill budget gaps annually. If we have a
rainout on Greek Fest weekend in September, this could have a great impact on our church's
budget. Having an alternate event will help spread the risk. Also, the Greek Fest committee has
discussed the implementation of some type of pre-order system to enhance our food sales. We
wish to try this system with a small menu, outside of our regular Greek Fest.

Q: Will everything be pre-order?

A: Mo. There will be two components of the event: 1) online preorders packed to go and 2) walk-
in orders for eating on church grounds [ “Mini-Greek Fest™).

@: How will the pre-orders work?

A: Customers will go to our website philomadison.org, select their pre-packaged food items and
pay in advance. The food will be prepared and packaged for them to take home. Baking/reheating
instructions will be induded. Those orders will be scheduled for pickup the morning of May 16.
Mone of the pre-ordered food will be served hot. Preorders will be picked up downstairs in the
church kitchen hall. There will be no other activities for customers happening in the church hall;
we will be telling customers to pick up their online orders by noon so we can focus on the “Taverna
Might” that starts outside in the afternoon.

Q: What is the Taverna Night?

A: This is a mini-Greek Fest which will be held on the afternoon/early evening of May 16% in the
back parking lot of the church. The church building will not be open during the afternoon unless
there is inclement weather.

0: What kind of food will be served?

A: The focus will be on gyros as they are consistently a high seller at Greek Fest. Since this is our
first year doing the pre-order, we are limiting the TO-GO items to gyros 4-pack kits, frozen pastitsio,
frozen spanakopita & tiropita triangles, and limited dessert packs. For the WALK-IN (“Taverna
Might") orders, we will sell individual gyros, souvlaki dinners, vegetarian plate, pre-boxed desserts.

Palm Sunday

DINNER O

’t‘,.,}\
Sunday April 5, 2026

after liturgy i1n the downstairs social hall

A
Also celebrating Greek 5 B

Independence Day!
iy

Adults $15 —_—"

o *

Children S10 50/50 RAFFLE
Menu:

« Plaki (baked cod in tomato)

» Rice

« Greek Salad

» Skordalia (garlic-potato dip)

« Bread

s Desserts ¢ Coffee
« Wine

Net proceeds of dinner
and raffle go to
humanitarian aid for
Greece and Cyprus

If you can’t be at the
dinner and wish to donate
to the fundraiser, please

scan this QR oo:o or

CLICK HERE for the

donation page.



https://philomadison.org/
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