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Come enjoy Greek hospitality, delicious food, and the joy of spring with us!

TFr. Christodoulos Margellos
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et s . e, o 1 frchristos@gmail.com

11 N 7th Street
Madison, WI 53704
(608)-244-1001
www.agocwi.org




Sunday, March 22nd, 2026
4th Sunday of Lent - Sunday of Saint John Climacus
Saints Kalliniki & Vassilisa the Martyrs
Readings
Epistle: Hebrews 6: 13-20
Gospel: Mark 9: 17-31
Sunday School / Greek School / Coffee Hour
THIS WEEK AT ASSUMPTION

Monday, March 23rd, 2026
Strict Fast Day
6:00 p.m.
Great Compline
Wednesday, March 18th, 2026
Fast Day (Fish Permitted)
Annunciation of the Theotokos
8:30 a.m.
Orthros followed by Divine Liturgy
6:00 p.m.
Small Compline with Canon of Saint Andrew of Crete
No Choir Practice
Friday, March 27th, 2026
6:00 p.m.
Akathis Service
Fr. Christodoulou's Office hours are: Tuesday - Friday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

CHURCH CLEANING FOR PASCHA: As we do every year in preparation for
Holy Week & Pascha we will be asking all parishioners to come join us on Satur-
day, April 4th beginning at 11:00 a.m. to help us clean the church and polish our
Holy items. Come help us beautify our church.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR HOLY FRIDAY MORNING EPITAPHIOS
SET UP: As every year Margo leads a group of dedicated people in setting up the
Epitaphios with the beautiful flowers in anticipation of the Lamentation Service.

She is always looking for more people to train and help. It is important that we
keep this glorious tradition alive so we can continue to have the tomb of our Lord
in Splendor.

If you would like to help, please come on Friday, April 10th at 9:00 a.m. Any
help is greatly appreciated.

PHILOPTPCHOS TSOUREKI PASCHA SALE: Our Ladies Philoptochos
Tsoureki (Greek Easter Bread) sale. Order your tsourekia for Pascha. $14.00 each
for a 1-pound round bread. Order by March 22nd

All Easter Breads (Tsourckia) ordered can be picked up from Holy Friday
(April 10) through Easter (April 12). Your order will be labeled with your name,
and it will be placed on a table near the choir practice area in the church’s lower-
level fellowship hall. Payment Options: The link below will take you to our secure
payment processor for Credit/Debit Card Payments.

Click here to pay electronically

You can print the attached order form and mail with a check (made out
to Philoptochos with Easter Bread in the memo section) to the Philoptochos Treas-
urer. Beth Fatsis, 1215 E. Johnson St Madison WI 53703

Ex 100 kot Mapkov ayiov Evayyeiiov 10 avayvoopo

T® koup®d exeivo, GvOpwndg tig Tpocfiife @ Incod yovuretdv avtd Koi AEymv:
d1ddoKode, fveyka TOV VIOV HOL PG o€, Eyovio mvedua GAalov. kai dmov Gv
avTov KatoAdfn, procet avtdv, kol depilel kai tpilel Tovg 060vTag avtod, Kol
Enpaivetar kol gimov Toi¢ podnTeic cov iva adTd EkPaAmaot, kol ovk ioyvoav. 6 88
amokpdeic ot Afysr @ yeved &motog, Eng mOTE TPOC VUAC Ecopat; Eng TOTE
avé&opot DUAV; QEPETE OOTOV TTPOG pe. Kol iveykay adTov Tpog adTov. Kol idmV
avTOV evbémg O mvedpo Eomdpalev avToV, Kol TecOV Eml TG YHG €KVLAiETO
appifov. kol ETNpOTGE TOV TATEPO AVTOD" TOGOG YPOVOG EGTIV MG TODTO YEYOVEV
adtd; O 82 elne mond160ev. kod oAl adTov Kai £ig mdp EPode kol gig Hdata,
va amoléon avtov: AL’ &f 1L dhvaoat, Borincov Hulv orhayyvicbeig €9’ Nudc. O
8¢ Incolc elnev avtd 10 £l SHvaco motedoor, TavTa Suvatd ¢ TIGTEVOVTL. Kai
e00€mg kpa&ag 0 matnp ToD Todiov petd dakpvv Eleye’ moTEL®, KOPLE: Porbet
pov tf) amotig. idav 6& 0 Incodg 81t Emovvipéyet dylog, Emetiunoce T@ TVELLOTL
T AkafapT® Aéy@v avT®* TO Tvedpo T0 GAakov Kol KOEOV, £Yd ool EMTACOM,
£&elbe &5 avtod kal pniétt elcéAlng eic avTov. Kol Kpa&av kol TOALL oTapasay
avTOV €ENADE, Kai éyéveto doel vekpog, dote TOAAOVG Aéyewy OTL anébavev. O O¢
‘Incodg kpatioog avtov Tiig XeWPOg fyepev avtov, kol avéotn. Kal gioceAbovta
adToOV gl olkov ol padntai ovtod dnnpdtev avtdov kot idlav, &t fHueig ovk
NoLvIONuey ékPodeiv onTd. Kol eimev avToic’ TodTo TO Yévoc &v ovdEVI dvvorTon
€€elOely el un év mpooevyfl kol vnoteig. Kai éxeibev €EeA00vTeg Topemopebovto
S tiig T'aAkaiog, kal ovk 110gkey tva Tig yv@* £6idacke yop Tovg pobntag ovtod
kai Eleyev adToig 6T 0 VIOG TOD AvOpdOTOL TTapadidotat gig yeipag avOpdnwvy, Kol
AmoKTEVODGIY 00TV, Kol AmokTavOelg Tf) Tpitn NUépa dvactioetat.

The reading is from the holy Gospel according to Mark

At that time, a man came to Jesus kneeling and saying: “Teacher, I brought my
son to you, for he has a dumb spirit; and wherever it seizes him it dashes him
down; and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and I asked your dis-
ciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” And he answered them, “O faithless
generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring
him to me.” And they brought the boy to him; and when the spirit saw him, imme-
diately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at
the mouth. And Jesus asked his father, “How long has he had this?”” And he said,
“From childhood. And it has often cast him into the fire and into the water, to de-
stroy him; but if you can do anything, have pity on us and help us.” And Jesus said
to him, “If you can! All things are possible to him who believes.” Immediately the
father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” And when
Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, say-
ing to it, “You dumb and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him, and never
enter him again.” And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out,
and the boy was like a corpse; so that most of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus
took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And when he had entered
the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” And
he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer and fast-
ing.” They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he would not have
any one know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of
man will be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him; and when he
is killed, after three days he will rise.”


https://42070cd2-ffd9-4804-b70b-9c3661021e8f.paylinks.godaddy.com/Tsourekia

Resurrection Apolitikion
"Hyog mh &
‘EE Dyovg kotfilbeg O ebomAayyvog, Taenyv katedéé® Tpuuepov, iva muag
€levbepdong 1dv Tabdv. ‘H on kol 1| Avdotacic nudv, Kopie 86&a cot.
Mode Plagal of the Fourth
From the heights didst Thou come down, O Compassionate One. And Thou didst
submit to three day burial that from the passions Thou might deliver us. O our Life
and Resurrection, O Lord, glory be to Thee.
Hymn for Saint John Climacus
"Hyog mh &
Taig @V dokpd@V cov Poaic, Tiig €pNuUov TO Gyovov €yedpynoas, Kol Toig €K
BaBovg otevaypols, ic £KaTOV TOVG TOVOVG EKOPTOPOPNCOS, Kol YEYOVAS POGTNP,
M) oikovpévn Adpmwv toig Bavpacty, Todvvn Iatnp qudv dote, pécPeve Xplotd
@ Oed, cobdfjvar Tag Yoyog NU@V.
Mode Plagal of the Fourth
With the rivers of your tears you made the barren desert bloom; and with your
sighs from deep within, you made your labors bear their fruits a hundredfold; and
you became a star, illuminating the world by your miracles, O John, our devout
father. Intercede with Christ our God, for the salvation of our souls.
Hymn for the Dormition of the Theotokos
"Hyog o
‘Ev ti] ['evviioet, v mapBeviav Eépvia&as. Ev 1] Kownoet, Tov k6GHOV 00 KaTéAL-
neg Oeotoke. Metéotng mpdg v Loy, Mimp Odpyovoa tiig (oiig, Kol Taig mpe-
ofeiang Taig ooic Avtpovpévn, €k BavaTov TG Yuydg MfUdVv.
First Mode
You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell asleep in death yet did not
desert the world, O Theotokos. You were transported to life, as you are Mother of
Life and, by virtue of your intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
Kontakion
"Hyog mh. &
TR vmeppbym otpatny®d Ta viknmpuo, Q¢ Avtpmbeica T@v dev@dv evXaploTHPLd,
Avaypaow cot 1 [Tolig cov Ogotoke. AAL’ m¢ Exovca TO KPATOG ATPOCLAYNTOV,
‘Ex movtoiov pe kwddvov Erevbépmoov, “Tva kpdlew ocov Xdipe vopen
AVOUQEVTE..
Mode plagal of the Fourth
To thee, the Champion Leader, we thy flock dedicate a feast of victory and of
thanksgiving, as ones rescued out of sufferings, O Theotokos. But as thou art one
with might which is invincible, from all dangers that can be do thou deliver us,
that we may cry to thee: Rejoice, thou Bride unwedded.

The reading is from Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews

Brethren, when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by
whom to swear, he swore to himself, saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply
you.” And thus Abraham, having patiently endured, obtained the promise. Men
indeed swear by a greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final
for confirmation. So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of
the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he interposed with an oath,
so that through two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God should
prove false, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to
seize the hope set before us. We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the
soul, a hope that enters into the inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus has
gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest for ever after the
order of Melchizedek.

IF YOU CAN BELIEVE: In the Gospel lesson today the father whose sick child
was brought for healing said to Jesus, “If you can do anything, have pity on us and
help us.” Now that was a very sad if; it was a misplaced if. The father placed that
if against God’s great power. “If you can do anything, have pity on us and help
us.” Jesus responded immediately, “Not if [ can,” He said, “but if you can. I have
the compassion and the pity and the power to heal but do you have the ability to
believe?” If only the father would believe, healing would be possible.

We can apply these words to ourselves. How often do we say: if Jesus can save
me from the power of sin! No! He can save you from the power of sin if you can
believe. If Jesus can deliver me from this temptation! No! He can deliver you
from that temptation if you can believe. If Jesus can see me through the terrible
crisis! No! He can see you through your terrible crisis if you can believe. The
great if is not on God’s side but on our side, on our ability to believe. This is the
only limitation to God’s power. That is the only if in the matter. The other side —
God’s side — is certain, absolutely certain. God has an everlasting love that did not
stop even at the cross.

“ .. if you can do anything, have pity on us and help us. And Jesus said to
him, If you can (believe)! All things are possible to him who believes!”

FROM THE CHURCH FATHER — FASTING IS NOT ENOUGH: Let no one
believe that fasting alone is sufficient; for the Lord tells us by the mouth of the
prophet, “The kind of fasting I want is this: Remove the chains of oppression and
the yoke of injustice and let the oppressed go free.” And then he continues,
“Share your food with the hungry and open your homes to the homeless poor.
Give clothes to those who have nothing to wear and do not refuse to help your
own relative.” (Isaiah 58:6-7) The Lord therefore blesses the fast which uplifts
our hands in almsgiving before His eyes, which is joined to the love of our neigh-
bor and founded on compassion. That which you deny yourself, give to another,
so that by which your body is weakened, may nurture the body of your hungry
neighbor. (Saint Gregory)

THE SACRED AND MOST HOLY BODY OF OUR LORD: The sacred and
Most Holy Body of our Lord, when properly and worthily received, becomes a
weapon for those who fight the good fight, it becomes the cause of returning back
to God for those who went astray; it strengthens the sick, it delights the healthy, it
heals illnesses, it preserves health; with the Holy Communion, it is easier to cor-
rect ourselves, to become more forbearing and more patient in the pains and the
sorrow, more warm in love, more sensitive to knowledge, more willing to obedi-
ence, more sensitive and more responsive to the energy of the (divine) charismata.
Saint Nicodemos of Mt. Athos

CHUCKLE: A priest, a minister and a guru sat discussing the best positions for
prayer, while a telephone repairman worked nearby. “Kneeling is definitely the
best way to pray,” the priest said. “No,” said the minister. “I get the best results
standing with my hands outstretched to Heaven.” “You’re both wrong,” the guru
said. “The most effective prayer position is lying down on the floor.” The repair-
man could contain himself no longer. “Hey, fellas,” he interrupted. “The best
prayin’ I ever did was when I was hangin’ upside down from a telephone pole.”

GIRLS NEEDED FOR MYRRH-BEARERS: We are in need of girls to serve
as Myrrh-Bearing women on Holy Friday evening and Saturday evening Anastasi
Service. If your daughters are interested, please see Fr. Christodoulos or Susu
Akkawi. God Bless
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CHURCH CALENDAR /QPOAOTTON IEPON AKOAOYOION
HOLY WEEK/PASCHA
METAAHE EBAOMAAOZ KATTIATXA
2026

SATURDAY OF LAZARUSTABBATON TOY AAZAPOY
April 4% 2026
0:00 a.m. Orthros followed by Divine Liturgy
"Opbpog xm Oela Asrtovpyin

PALM SUNDAY/EYPIAKH TON BAION

April 57, 2026
8:30 a.m. Orthros/ Op6pog
%45 a.m. Divine Liturgy/ ©sin Asttovpyia
6:00 p.m. Service of the Bridegroom/ Axolovfia Tov Nuppiov

GREAT AND HOLY MONDAY METAAH AEYTEPA

April 6% 2026
6:00 p.m. Service of the Bridegroom/ Axolovfia Tov Nuppiov

GREAT AND HOLY TUESDAY/METAAH TPITH
April 7% 2026
6:00 p.m. Service of the Bridegroom/Axolovfin Tov Nopgiov

GREAT AND HOLY WEDNESDAY/MFTAAH TETAPTH
April 8% 2026
3:00 p.m. Sacrament of Holy Unction/ Axokovfia tov Ayiov Evyelaiov
6:00 p.m. Orthros of Holy Thursday and Anointing with Holy Unction/

Opbipog m¢ Meyding Iepmg

12 AFTER AGAPI SERVICES
25 DETAILS COMING SOON

APR ESCAPE ROOM EVENT

12
APR EASTER EGG HUNT

APR NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
9 & PALM SUNDAY & PASCHA

GREAT AND HOLY THURSDAV/METAAH MEMIITH
April 922026
9:00 a.m. Vesperal Divine Liturgy/ Eoneprn] Oein Asirovpyia
6:00 p.m_ The Passion of our Lord and the Reading of the 12 Gospels/
Axolovfin Tov Spucdv ITobdv tov Kopiov

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY/METAAH MAPATKEYH

April 107, 2026
8:00 a.m. Royal Hours/ Axolovbio Tic Meydhe: Qpec
2:30 p.m. Apokathelosis/ Amoxatiiool; tov Kvpiov
6:00 p.m Lamentations Service/ Axolovbia Ta Eyxdma

GREAT AND HOLY SATURDAY/METAAO TABBATON

April 117, 2026
9:00 a.m. Vesperal Divine Liturgy/ Eoneprn] Oeia Aswrovpyia
11:00 p.m Holy Resurrection Canon/

Ta IMpoxartaprrucd Mecovortikod g Avactaceng
Followed by Resurrection Service and Divine Liturgy/
Opbpoc e Avaotdoem: kol Osia Asitovpyia
HOLY AND GREAT PASCHA/ ATTON ITATX A
April 122, 2026
10:30 a.m. Agape Vespers/ Méya; Eomepvoc g Aydmg
Followed by Kids Easter Egg Hunt

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PASCHA/SUNDAY OF THOMAS

April 192, 2026
£:30 a.m. Orthros followed by the Divine Litorgy at 945 am.
"Opbipoc xm Bela Asttovpyia



Order Form for Greek Easter Breads (Tsourekia)

The price is 514 for each 1-pound Round Bread

Orders are due by Sunday, March 22, 2026

Your Name

Email Address and/or Phone Number

Number of Breads Ordered X514=5

Payment Options:

1) The link below will take you to our secure payment processor for Credit/Debit Card
Payments.

Click here to pay electronically o 5can the QR code below to be taken to payment page.

2) You can mail your order form with a check (made out to Philoptochas with Easter Bread in
the memo section) to the Philoptochos Treasurer.

Beth Fatsis
1215E. Johnson St
Madison W1 53703

3) You can put your order form and your payment of cash or a check (made out to
Philoptochos with Easter Bread in the memo section) in an envelope and place the
envelope in the Philoptochos philanthropy basket in the church’s exo-narthex.

All Easter Breads (Tsourekia) ordered can be picked up from Holy Friday (April 10) through Easter
(April 12).

Your order will be labeled with your name, and it will be placed on a table near the choir practice
area in the church’s lower-level fellowship hall.

Please email Maria Papas Heide at maria.heide@wisc.edu or call her at (608)
T72-5545 with any questions.

Scan QR code with your phone
camera to be taken to payment link.

Lzen ko Pay

CLEAN OUR
CHURCH FOR
HOLY WEEK

Volunteers needed 8 AM to Noon

LAZARUS SATURDAY
APRIL 4

Help us clean:
¢ |iturgical items
¢ Windows and floors
* Pews and Narthex.
* Chandelier and lamps

THANK YOU!



https://42070cd2-ffd9-4804-b70b-9c3661021e8f.paylinks.godaddy.com/Tsourekia
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Palm Sunday

DINNER

Sunday April 5, 2026

after lxtutgy in the downstairzs zocial hall

Also celebrating Greek
Independence Day! - e

T
Adults $15 —

Children $10 50/50 RAFFLE

——— Net proceeds of dinner

. : d raffl t
« Plaki (baked cod in tomato) hu::lanirt::i:nsridofo:
» Rice

Greece and Cyprus
« Greek Salad

» Skordalia (garlic-potato dip)
« Bread

» Desserts & Coffee

« Wine

If you can’t be at the
dinner and wish to donate
to the fundraiser, please
scan this QR code or
CLICK HERE for the
donation page.

poasored by Assumptit
Philoptochos Chpuz



