ALTAR BOY WORKSHOP SUNDAY, JANUARY 18th: We are hosting a
workshop for our current Altar Boy & for anyone wanting to join the ranks. We
will be going over proper procedure and order for services and processions. Any-
one who would like to join the Altar boys is Welcome but must be at least 8 years
old. Come join our blessed tradition of serving God.

THEOPHANY SERVICES SCHEDULE: In the first week of January we have
some of the holiest days of the year in commemoration of our Lord’s Baptism.
Service Schedule will be as follows.

On Monday, January 5th, 2026 we will have the Royal Hours of Theophany
beginning at 7:30 a.m. immediately followed by the Vesperal Divine Liturgy with
the Great Blessing of the Waters.

On Tuesday, January 6th will will begin with Orthros at 8:30 a.m. with Divine
Liturgy with the Great Blessing of the Waters to follow.

HOUSE BLESSINGS FOR EPIPHANY: Fr. Christodoulos will be coordinating
coming to homes and businesses for house and business blessings. If you would
like to have Father come please call the church office and make an appointment.
Appointments will be on a first come first serve basis.

BE A GOOD STEWARD: You get an “A” if you can answer all three questions
with a yes:

1) Have you fulfilled your 2025 Pledge to the Church?

2) Have you submitted your 2026 Pledge to the church office?

3) Have you increased your Pledge over last year’s?

A thought of Pledging by Father Anthony Coniaris: “When we select gifts for
our friends, we pick them carefully. We certainly will not give them the same
thing this year as we gave them last year. Shall we give God the same gift year
after year? Shall we give Him less? In our Christmas shopping we buy the most
expensive gifts for those whom we love the most. The value of our gift expresses
the pledges.

YOUR COOPERATION IS NEEDED: We remind our faithful that the Divine
Liturgy begins at 9:45 a.m. Sharp! On Sunday. Please be prompt and on time!
Please turn off cell phones before entering church. No conversation should take
place during worship. During the reading of the Gospel people in the narthex
should not be purchasing or lighting candles but standing reverently and listen to
the reading. If possible avoid using center aisle during high points of Divine Litur-
gy. Lipstick and lip-gloss should be removed before kissing icons, receiving Holy
Communion and kissing the hand of the priest. Please keep the Center aisle clear
for the ushers and wait until they dismiss your row. Please avoid standing right
behind the ushers we do not want anyone tripping over a child. When receiving
antidoron, please use both hands and do not allow the crumbs to fall to the floor.
COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: While we pray and work for the reconcili-
ation and unity of all the world's Christians, the reality remains that there is still no
intercommunion between our Orthodox Churches and the Churches of the West.
This means that only baptized, chrismated and observant Orthodox faithful receive
Communion in our churches. At the same time, we warmly welcome all non-
Orthodox to join us in prayer and celebration, and humbly offer to all present the
Antidoro bread of fellowship at the end of the service. We offer this important
symbol 'instead of the Gifts', in the words of the Apostle Paul, 'Till we all come to
the unity of the Faith' (Eph. 4.13).
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Sunday, January 4th, 2026
Sunday before Epiphany
Forefeast of the Theophany of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
Synaxis of the 70 Holy Apostles
Our Righteous Father Theoctistus, Abbot of Cucomo in Sicily
Readings
Epistle: 2 Timothy 4: 5-8
Gospel: Mark 1: 1-8
Coffee Hour
THIS WEEK AT ASSUMPTION

Monday, January Sth, 2026
Strict Fast Day
Eve of Theophany
7:30 a.m.
Royal Hours followed by Vesperal Liturgy with Great Blessing of the Waters
Tuesday, January 6th, 2026
Theophany of our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ
8:30 a.m.
Orthros followed by Divine Liturgy with Great Blessing of the Waters
Wednesday, January 7th, 2026
Fast Day (Fish allowed)
Synaxis of John the Holy Glorious Prophet, Baptist & Forerunner
7:30 a.m.
Orthros followed by Divine Liturgy
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice
Saturday, January 10th, 2026
Russian Mission
Fr. Christodoulou's Office hours are: Tuesday - Friday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

STEWARDSHIP NOTE: God did not allow Abraham to sacrifice his son. But
God did not hesitate to offer His own Son in sacrifice at Golgotha for our salva-
tion. It was I who deserved to die for I had sinned. Yet He who was sinless died so
that I might be spared. What shall my response be to this infinite love of God?
Nothing less than my total obedience to God; nothing less than a total self-
emptying or self-spending of myself for Christ who emptied Himself for me.
Whatever I have: my life, my work, my possessions I shall use not only for self
but for God’s glory. This, then, is what stewardship is: my personal response to
God’s love.

If you haven’t done so already, please submit your 2026 Stewardship Pledge to
the Church today. Also, if you haven’t completed your payment for 2025, please
do so by January 15th. Help us erase our deficit by meeting your obligation.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR: On Sunday, January 11th, 2026, we will have our
annual Vasilopita cutting. We invite all the families of our Church to join us in the
“cutting of the New Year’s Vasilopita.” The cutting of the Vasilopita will take
place in the Church. Following dismissal from the day’s worship services, the
Philoptochos invites everyone to attend a luncheon in the Social Hall. Donation is
$15 for adults & $10 for Children. All proceeds raised this day go to benefit St.
Basil’s Academy and Children Center.

The reading is from Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy
Timothy, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist,
fulfil your ministry. For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my
departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have
kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but
also to all who have loved his appearing.
’Ex 100 kata Mapkov ayiov Evayyegliov 10 avayvoopo
Apyn 100 gvayyeriov Inood Xpiotod, viod T00 @god. Q¢ yéypamtor €v Tolg
TPOPNTALS, 150D £Y® ATOGTEAA® TOV GyyehdV HOVL TPO TPOCAOTOV GOV, DG KATO-
OKELAOEL TNV 086V 6oV EUTPOcBEY Gov’ EmVT BodVTog &V Tf] EPNU®, ETOUACATE
v 660v Kvpiov, ed0siag moieite tag tpifovg avtod, éyéveto Toavvng Portilmv v
M épu® kol Knpdocwv Pantiopo petovoiog i doeowy  auaptidv. Kol
éemopebeto mpog avtov mioo 1 Tovdaio ydpo koi ol ‘Tepocoivpitor, koi
épantilovto mhvteg €&v 1® Topddvy motapd vm' adtod EEoporoyovpevol TG
auaptiog avtédv. "Hy 82 6 Todvvng évdedvuévog tpiyag kapmlov kol {ovny Sep-
potivnv mept TV 06eLV avtod, kai £6binv dkpidag kai péi dyprov. Kai éxnpocoe
Myov: Epyetan O ioyvpdTepdC Lov dmicm pHov, oD odk &ipl tkavog Kdyag Adcat TOV
pbvta TV drodnudtov avtod &y pEv ERdmtica vudg &v BdoTl, adTog O Po-
ntioel VPOG &v [vedpatt Ayiw.
The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Mark
The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in
Isaiah the prophet, 'Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who shall pre-
pare your way; the voice of one crying in the wilderness: prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight.' John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness,
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And there went out
to him all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed
with camel's hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and
wild honey. And he preached, saying, "After me comes he who is mightier than I,
the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have bap-
tized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."

PLEASE REMEMBER THE CHURCH IN YOUR WILL OR ESTATE
PLANNING: As we begin this new year, please consider making a Planned Gift
to the Church. A Planned Gift is an opportunity to leave a legacy that strengthens
the Church and supports its vital ministries and will leave an impact that will be
felt for years to come. It may also give you substantial current tax benefits as well
as estate tax benefits. If you are interested in finding out more about the many
ways that the Church can be included in your will or estate planning, please con-
tact a Parish Council Member.

NEW CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT DRIVE: Asa community we have always
tried and succeeded in taking care of and upgrading our Sanctuary and facilities.
We the spirit of continuously improving our church. We are beginning a long
term Capital Improvement Fund Drive. We are looking at 3 particular future pro-
jects. These are the Broken Sewer pipe in our back parking lot, Replacing and
upgrading our current church sound system and remodeling our kitchen. The
months ahead we will be formally setting up a Capital Improvement Fund Drive
Committee who will spearhead the entire process. We ask everyone to consider
this in future giving, funeral memorials and in planned giving. If you are interest-
ed in giving a donation for the Capital Fund please put “Capital Improvement
Fund Drive” on the memo line of the check or mark it on the envelope. Together
we can get these projects finished.




Resurrection Dismissal Hymn
"Hyog h @
Tov cuvavapyov Adyov Iatpi kai [Tvedpatt, tov ék [TapBévov texbévta gig cw-
plov MUdV, GVOUVICOUEY TIOTOL KOl TPOCKLVACMUEV, OTL MLOOKNCE GopKi,
avelBelv &v @ Xtavp®d, kai 0avatov dmopegival, kol £ygipat Tovg 1ebvedTag, &V Ti|
€vO0Em Avaotdcel avtod.
Plagal of the First
Let us worship the Word, O ye faithful, praising Him that with the Father and the
Spirit is co-beginning less God, Who was born of a pure Virgin that we all be
saved; for He was pleased to mount the Cross in the flesh that He assumed, accept-
ing thus to endure death. And by His glorious rising, He also willed to resurrect
the dead.
Hymn for the Fore Feast
"Hyog 0
‘Etowédlov ZaPovidv, koi edtpemifov Neoebodeip. Topddvn motopé, ortiioi
Vodegol okpt@®v, 100 Panticbijvar Epyduevov Tov Agondtnyv. Aydilov 6 Adap
ovv Tij [Ipountopt un kpvmtete €avtovs, o¢ &v Mapadeicw O mpiv: kol yop yv-
uvovg i0av dudg Enépavey, iva &vdvon TV mpd@TNV oTtoAv. Xpiotog £Qavn, TV
naoov Ktiow, 0EAmV dvakovicat.
Fourth Mode
OZabulon, prepare, and be ready, Nephthalim. * Jordan River, hold your course,
and exultantly receive * the Master who is coming to be baptized. * Adam leap for
joy with Eve the Foremother. * No longer hide yourselves, as once in Paradise; *
for having seen you naked He has appeared * to clothe you in your former vesture.
* The Christ has appeared, wishing to renew * the entire creation.
Hymn for the Dormition of the Theotokos
"Hyoc o
‘Ev 1] ['evvioet, v mapBeviav Epvria&ag. 'Ev tf] Koyumoet, T0v kOGHOV 00 KATEA-
neg @gotoke. Metéotng mpog v Loy, Mip drdpyovoa tiig (ofig, Kol Taig mpe-
oPeiaig Toig coic AvTpovpévn, €k BavaTov Tag Wuyag NUAV.
First Mode
You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell asleep in death yet did not
desert the world, O Theotokos. You were transported to life, as you are Mother of
Life and, by virtue of your intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
Kontakion
"Hyog A
‘Ev 1015 peiBpoig onuepov tod Topdhvov, yeyovarg 6 Koprog, 1@ Twdavvn €kpfod:
Mn) dethbiong Particot pe odoot yap Ko, ASUU TOV TPOTOTAACTOV.
Fourth Mode
In the running waters of the Jordan River, on this day the Lord of all crieth to
John: Be not afraid and hesitate not to baptize Me, for I am come to save Adam,
the first formed man.

Mpoc Tyé0cov B Emotorijc [laviov T6 avayvoopa
Téxvov Twdbee, vijpe &v mdol, kakomdOnoov, Epyov moincov edayyeAotod, TV
dwakoviav cov mAnpoeopncov. ‘Eyd yap 7101 onévdopat, kol O Kopog Thg Ui
avalvoemg épéotnke. TOv dy®dvo TOV KOAOV YOVIGHOL, TOV dpOUOV TETEAEKA, TNV
ToTYV TETAPNKA AOTOV GIOKELTAL POt O TG SIKOOGVUVIG GTEQAVOC, OV ATOdMCEL
pot 6 Koprog év ékeivn i fuépe, 6 dikaog kping, od povov 8¢ €uoi, dAld kol
TAGL TOIG NYOMNKOCL TNV EMPAVELOY AOTOD.

EPIPHANY OR THEOPHANY: The meaning of Epiphany is expressed by the
word epiphany which itself means in Greek the SHOWING FORTH or MANI-
FESTATION of God. The word THEOPHANY expresses it even better. It means
APPEARANCE of God. Christ’s baptism in the Jordan River marks the manifesta-
tion of the Triune God to the world. For it was at the baptism of Jesus that God
revealed Himself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The Holy Trinity was made man-
ifest; the Father testified from on high to the divine Son ship of Jesus: “This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased;” the Son received His Father’s testimo-
ny; and the Spirit was seen in the form of a dove, descending from the Father and
resting upon the Son. Thus, God revealed Himself fully on Epiphany as the father
Who loves us, the Son Who saves us, the Holy Spirit Who lives us.

Through the blessings of the waters the Church proclaims that the same Jesus
Who sanctified the waters in the Jordan River is the One Who sanctifies the fallen
world, transforming it into “the new heaven and the new earth” where creation
will be “filled with the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:19). The purpose of the casting
out of evil mentioned in the Epiphany prayers is that all may be transformed “in
Christ.” At Epiphany the new creation is inaugurated.

This holiday is one of the twelve major Feasts of the Orthodox Church and
attendance at the services should be a priority for all our faithful. Please check the
service schedule and make plans to attend.

SAINTS OF THE DAY: SYNAXIS OF THE SEVENTY APOSTLES: The
synaxis, or the assembly of the seventy, were chosen by Jesus. He sent them two
by two where He was about to go, saying that He sent them out as lambs among
wolves. He gave them instructions to heal the sick and saying that he who hears
you, hears Me. When they returned to Jesus, they reported that even the demons
were subject to them; and Jesus said He gave them authority over all the power of
the enemy. They were the assistants of the twelve apostles. Barnabus studied un-
der Gamaliel with Paul and brought him to the apostles when all were afraid of
him. He was the first to preach in Rome and Milan. Titus heard Jesus speak and
joined the followers. He was baptized by Paul and traveled with him. He became
bishop of Crete and also buried Paul’s beheaded body in Rome. Aristarchos,
whom Paul called a fellow laborer, became bishop of Apamea. Sosthenes became
bishop of Caesarea. Simeon, the brother of Joseph the Betrothed of the Theoto-
kos, was bishop of Jerusalem. Aristobulos, brother of Barnabus, preached in Brit-
ain. These are a few examples of the seventy who are all commemorated today.

FROM THE FATHERS: When the blessed Eulogius saw an angel distributing
gifts to the monks who toiled at all-night vigils, to one he gave a gold piece with
the image of Our Lord Jesus Christ, to another a silver piece with a cross, to anoth-
er a copper piece, to another a bronze piece, and to another nothing. The others
who had remained in the church, left the church empty-handed. It was revealed to
him that the ones who had obtained the gifts are those who toil at vigils and are
diligent in prayers, supplications, psalms, chants, and readings. Those who re-
ceived nothing or who left the church empty-handed are those who heedless of
their salvation, are enslaved to vain glory and the clamors of life, and stand feebly
and lazily at vigils and whisper and jest. — St. Joseph of Volokalamsk

PLEASE don’t leave your weekly bulletin in the pew. Take it home with you and
share the message and announcements, written here, with your family and friends.
Thank You!
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Join us for
our annual

Vasilopita
Luncheon

and raffle

After liturgy

Adults-$15
Sun. Jan. 11, 2026 Children - $10

Net to beneficiari .
sfm Basil's ngmem MW: Details will be announced later
Fellowship, Hellenic College/Holy Cross,

International Orthodox Christian Charities (I0CC)

Mem: Meatballs & pasta, spanakopita, Greek salad, pita, Vasilopita bread, wine/coffee, th
g b Sunday February 15

Please RSVP by Jan. 7, 2026 so we can have a headcount.

To RSVP: Email Philomadison@gmail.com with your full name and
number of people attending (indicate children or adult).
Payment will be collected day of luncheon.
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Parent
L day

Sunday Feb 1st, 2026

Come join us for pancakes to celebrate God Parent day
with your God children!

Sunday school students will sit by their God parent/s during
liturgy and take Holy Communion together. Then during
coffee hour there will be a breakfast celebration with
delicious pancakes!

There will be a basket for free will offering.
Donations will go towards Sunday school.

x

BLESSING OF THE WATERS
OF LAKE MONONA

Join the Orthodox Communities of Assumption, Saints Cyril & Methodius &
Saint Ignatius in coming together for a Blessing of Lake Monona.

We will be gathering on Sunday, January 11th at Brittingham Beach at 701 W
Brittingham Pl in Madison. Service will begin at 1:30 p.m. If the Ice thickness is
sufficient we will be just off shore on Monona Bay.

This a wonderful blessing not only for our communities but also for the entire
Madison Area.

When: Sunday, January 11*,
2026 at 1:30 p.m.

Where: Brittingham Beach on
Lake Monona. 701 W. Brittingham
Pl. Madison, WI
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(  Show Tubing

Please join us at Tyrol Basin on
Sunday January 25th from 1-5 pm

To purchase tickets please visit:
https:/Ityrolbasin.com/tubing/
$30 per ticket
Buy online one week Th advance

We hope you can come out for some parish family fun!
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e CROSSEROAD

CROSEROADINGTITUTE.QRG

Join CrossRoad to Explore Your
Faith and Purpose! o
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"EROSSROAD SUMMER | ard
Join us for:a 10-day session g '__
Boston « New York * SoCal | June & July 2026 ' :
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CROSSROAD 2.0
Join us for a 5-day Retreat

Pompano Beach, Florida | March 18-22, 2026

LEARN MORE:
AND APPLY!
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TELOS PROJECT g % .
Parish-level coaching to grow your young admf;r'h,ipistryf i L

Our next cohort starts November 2025 i

LEARN MORE
AND APPLY!



