law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." Nathanael
said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him,
"Come and see." Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and said of him, "Behold, an
Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! " Nathanael said to him, "How do you know
me?" Jesus answered him, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig
tree, I saw you." Nathanael answered him, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You
are the King of Israel!" Jesus answered him, "Because I said to you, I saw you
under the fig tree, do you believe? You shall see greater things than these." And he
said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels
of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man."

CHRISTMAS CARD: Each year, our Church prepares a Christmas card that is
mailed to our entire community. Your participation through our Church Christmas
Card will not only convey your warmest and personal regards, but also frees you
from mailing personal cards to many families. This is savings to you and a benefit
for our parish. To include your name on this year’s Christmas card please com-
plete the flyer that has been emailed to you and included in the bulletin, or you can
pick one up at the candle stand in the Church. Please return completed forms and
payment to the church no later then December 10th.

RETURN OF THE GIVING TREE: Philoptochos is now collecting donations
of books for the Madison Reading Project (MRP). There is a Christmas tree
downstairs that has tags on it that contain the names of books desired by MRP.
Please choose a tag, purchase a newcopy of the book named on the tag, and bring
the unwrapped book(s) to church, placing them in the bin provided, by Dec. 7. (If
you want to send the tag back with the book, insert it anywhere in the book, mak-
ing sure it extends out the top.) Thank you for brightening the Christmas of a
child in need in Madison!

GREEK HERITAGE NIGHT AT THE MILWAUKEE BUCKS GAME: The
Milwaukee Bucks annual Greek Heritage Night will be on December 3rd.

The Church has been given a link to purchase tickets. Each person will pur-
chase their tickets from the site. Prices range from $39—§$95.

We hope you can join us as we celebrate the Greek Night with the Bucks and
Giannis! Only 800 of the Greek Heritage Attendees will receive a commemorative
Giannis Bobblehead. Tickets will include a wristband to be included in the post
game activities with Giannis. If there is enough interest we will get a bus from
Church. CLICK HERE FOR TICKETS

VIGIL FOR SAINT PROPHYIOS OF KASVOKALYVIA: On Monday De-
cember 1st we will be celebrating a vigil for Saint Prophyrios which will include
vespers, orthros, followed by Divine Liturgy. We will begin at 6pm. Please join us
for this beautiful feast day for one of the newer saints of the Orthodox Church.

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT: The Annual Sunday Church School & Greek School
Christmas Pageant will be held on Sunday, December 21st, immediately following
the Divine Liturgy. Join us this year for a new program and some festive cheer.

ALTAR BOY WORKSHOP SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14th: We are hosting a
workshop for our current Altar Boy & for anyone wanting to join the ranks. We
will be going over proper procedure and order for services and processions. Any-
one who would like to join the Altar boys is Welcome but must be at least 8 years
old. Come join our blessed tradition of serving God.
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Sunday, November 30th, 2025
Andrew the First- Called Apostle
Froumentios, Archbishop of Abyssina
Alexander the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Mithymna
Readings:
Epistle: Corinthians 4:9-16
Gospel: John 1:35-51
Sunday School/Coffee Hour/Greek School
THIS WEEK AT ASSUMPTION
Monday December 1st 2025
Fast Day
6:00 p.m.
Vigil for St. Prophyrios
Vespers, Orthros and Divine Liturgy
Wednesday November 26th 2025
Strict Fast
11:00 a.m.
Adult Religious Education Class
Thursday December 4th 2025
Fast Day
Great Martyr Barbra and St. John of Damascus
7:30 a.m.
Orthros followed by Divine Liturgy
Saturday December 6th 2025
Fast Day
Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker and Nicholas the New Martyr
9:00 a.m.
Orthros followed by Divine Liturgy
Fr. Christodoulou's Office hours are: Tuesday - Friday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

Memorials
Donna Mae Nahirniak 6 years
William Vasyl Nahirniak 12 years

May Their Memory be Eternal!

FROM THE FATHERS: Faith and love which are gifts of the Holy Spirit are
such great and powerful means that a person who has them can easily, and
with joy and consolation, go the way Jesus Christ went. Besides this, the Holy
Spirit gives man the power to resist the delusions of the world so that although he
makes use of earthly good, yet he uses them as a temporary visitor, without attach-
ing his heart to them. But a man who has not got the Holy Spirit, despite all
his learning and prudence, is always more or less a slave and worshipper of the
world. — St. Innocent of Irkutsk

SACRAMENT OF HOLY CONFESSION: As we have entered into the period
of Advent — Nativity Fast — we would like to remind all the faithful of our parish
that they should make an appointment with your Spiritual Father for Holy Confes-
sion. Let us greet the new born Lord with a renewed and contrite spirit.

fools for Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong.
You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. To the present hour we hunger and
thirst, we are ill-clad and buffeted and homeless, and we labor, working with our
own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; when slandered,
we try to conciliate; we have become, and are now, as the refuse of the world, the
off-scouring of all things. I do not write this to make you ashamed, but to admon-
ish you as my beloved children. For though you have countless guides in Christ,
you do not have many fathers. For | became your father in Christ Jesus through the
gospel. I urge you, then, be imitators of me.’Ex tod Kata Aovkdv 12:16-21
Evayyeliov 10 Avayvooua

Ex 100 Katd Todvvnv Evayyeriov T0 Avayvoopa
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The reading is from the holy Gospel according to John

At that time, John was standing with two of his disciples; and he looked at Jesus as
he walked, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" The two disciples heard him say
this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned, and saw them following, and said to
them, "What do you seek?" And they said to him, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher),
"Where are you staying?" He said to them, "Come and see." They came and saw
where he was staying; and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth
hour. One of the two who heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Si-
mon Peter's brother. He first found his brother Simon, and said to him, "We have
found the Messiah" (which means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked
at him, and said, "So you are Simon the son of John? You shall be called
Cephas" (which means Peter).

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And he found Philip and said to him,
"Follow me." Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Phil-
ip found Nathanael, and said to him, "We have found him of whom Moses in the



Resurrection Dismissal Hymn
"Hyog mh &
‘EE Dyovg kotfilbeg O ebomAayyvog, Taenyv katedéé® Tpuuepov, iva muag
€levbepdong 1dv Tabdv. ‘H on kol 1| Avdotacic nudv, Kopie 86&a cot.
Mode Plagal of the Fourth
From the heights didst Thou come down, O Compassionate One. And Thou didst
submit to three day burial that from the passions Thou might deliver us. O our Life
and Resurrection, O Lord, glory be to Thee.
Hymn For the Apostle
"Hyog &
Q¢ v Anoctorev [Ipotdékintog, kai 00 Kopveaiov avtddehpoc, oV Aeondtnv
TV Shev Avdpéa ikéteve, eipnvnv T oikovpévy dmpnoachol, Kol Toilg yoyoic
NUGV 10 péya EAeog.
Fourth Mode
As first called of the Apostles and brother of Peter the Preeminent, O Andrew,
intercede with the Master of all to grant peace to the whole world, and great mercy
to our souls.
Hymn for the Dormition of the Theotokos
"Hyog o
‘Ev ] T'evvioet, v mopbeviav épvra&ac. 'Ev tf] Kownoel, tov kdopov ov
katéMmeg Ogotoke. Metéotng mpog v {oqv, Mitmp drdpyovco thig (oiic, kai
Taig mpeoPeiong taig caig Avtpovpévn, &k BavAaTov Tag Yoy ag HLdVv.
First Mode
You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell asleep in death yet did not
desert the world, O Theotokos. You were transported to life, as you are Mother of
Life and, by virtue of your intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
Kontakion
"Hyog y
‘HITapBévog onuepov, OV mpoatdviov Adyov, &v Zmnloim Epyetol, OmOTEKEV
amoppiTms. Xopeve, 1 oikovpévn akovticbeica, d6&acov, peta Ayyéhov Kol Tdv
Howévav, fovAnBévta Emoedivar, [Tadiov véov, TOV Tpd aidvev Ogdv.
Third Mode
On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffably,
Who was before all the ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the gladsome tid-
ings; with the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him Who is willing to be
gazed on as a young Child Who before the ages is God.

Mpog KopivBiovg o' T dvayvoopa
Aderpoi, 6 Bedg NUAS TOVG AmocTOAOVS E0YATOVG AmédelEev (g EmBavationg: Ot
Béatpov €yevinuev 1@ koéop®, kol dyyéloig, kol avBpdmolc. ‘Hueilc popol S
Xpiotov, vueic 8¢ epovyiotl &v Xpiot@d- Mueig dobevelg, Huelg 8¢ ioyvpol- VETG
&vdogot, Nueic 8¢ Grot. Axpt tiig Gptt dpog Kol TEWDUEY, Kol Onyduey, Kol
yopvnrevopeyv, kol kohoplopeda, kai dotatoduey, kal Komdueyv Epyalopevot Taig
idloig  yepoiv:  Aowdopoduevor  gdAoyoduev:  dlwkopevol  avexoueda-
Bracenuovuevol mopokoroduev: o¢ mepikabdpuata o0 kOopHoVL EyeviOnuey,
mavtov tepiymua ag aptt. OdK Evipénmv VUAS YPAP® TodTA, GAL’ OG TEKVA OV
ayommta vouvBet®. Eav yap pupiovg modaywyovg &mrte év Xpiotd, GAA ov
TOALOVG TOTEPUG: €V Yap Xplot® Incod d1a 1oV evayyediov £ym VUGG yEvvnoa.
MoapoxoAd oOv Vudg, ppmtod pov yivesOe. The reading is from
The reading is from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians

Brethren, God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death;
because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men. We are

SAINT OF THE DAY: ANDREW THE FIRST CALLED APOSTLE:

This Saint was from Bethsaida of Galilee; he was the son of Jonas and the brother
of Peter, the chief of the Apostles. He had first been a disciple of John the Baptist;
afterwards, on hearing the Baptist's witness concerning Jesus, when he pointed
Him out with his finger and said, "Behold the Lamb of God, Which taketh away
the sin of the world" (John 1.29,36), he straightway followed Christ, and became
His first disciple; wherefore he is called the First-called of the Apostles. After the
Ascension of the Saviour, he preached in various lands; and having suffered many
things for His Name's sake, he died in Patras of Achaia, where he was crucified on
a cross in the shape of an "X," the first letter of "Christ" in Greek; this cross is also
the symbol of Saint Andrew.

SUNDAY IS A DAY OF WORSHIP: Once upon a time, recently enough for
most of us to remember, Sunday was regarded all over America as the Lord’s Day.
Stores would be closed; schools, offices and factories would be empty and silent.
Then, slowly but radically, things began to change. The “blue laws” of states that
observed Sunday closings were challenged in courts and erased from the statute
books. And Sunday became no different than any other day of the week.

Large numbers of Christians have adapted to these circumstances. More and
more events have been scheduled for Sunday. Whether it be work, social or recre-
ational, we have lost the concept that Sunday is the Lord’s Day.

Brothers and sisters, let us not become so busy that we totally forget that Sun-
day is my day of worship. That my family and I will be in the Lord’s house for
worship on the Lord’s Day. Let us not make excuses for not attending the Divine
Liturgy on Sunday. Though these excuses may be sound in our eyes and minds,
how will they sound before Christ’s Judgment Seat?

Take the time with your family to worship on Sunday — the Lord’s Day. You
will truly be blessed for it; for all good giving and perfect gifts come from Him,
the Father of Light.

CHUCKLE: Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson went on a camping trip. After a
good meal and a bottle of wine they lay down for the night, and went to sleep.
Some hours later, Holmes awoke and nudged his faithful friend awake. "Watson,
look up at the sky and tell me what you see." Watson replied, "I see millions and
millions of stars." "What does that tell you?" Holmes questioned. Watson pon-
dered for a minute. "Astronomically, it tells me that there are millions of galaxies
and potentially billions of planets. Astrologically, I observe that Saturn is in Leo.
Horologically, I deduce that the time is approximately a quarter past three. Theo-
logically, I can see that God is all powerful and that we are small and insignificant.
Meteorologically, I suspect that we will have a beautiful day tomorrow. What does
it tell you?" Holmes was silent for a minute, then spoke. "Watson, you idiot.
Someone has stolen our tent."

WAITING: Before the birth of our Lord, the world waited thousands of years
anxiously expecting the coming of the Savior. Today, many also wait for Christ-
mas but only for its worldly, secular festivities, forgetting that it is the Nativity of
the Son of God that should be celebrated.

The best preparation for Christmas is to read the Biblical passages concerning
His coming, to attend and be attentive at the Divine Liturgy, to offer a devout
Confession and receive Christ through the Sacrament of Holy Communion.



2025 Annual Community Christmas Card

We are now accepting names to be submitted for the
2025 Community Christmas Card

In order for our Christmas Card to be successful, we need your cooperation. Please ap-

proach your family and friends who may not be aware of this program, to see if they would
like to be a part of our Family Christmas Card.

i

Deadline’
Wednesday, December 10th, 2025

Please use this form and send it along with your donation
Free Will Offering but suggested donation is $25. Please send to:
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church
11 N. Seventh Street
Madison, Wl 53704
Please print your name below, clearly and EXACTLY as it should appear in the card

Name:

May the forthcoming Christmas Season bring to you and your family
the Lord's blessings of Joy and Good Health!

Thank you for your support of our Assumption Church,

-
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“CROSSROAD SUMMER
Join us fora 10-day session
Boston « New York = SoCal | June & July 2026
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CROSSROAD 2.0
Join us for a 5-day Retreat
Pompano Beach, Florida | March 18-22, 2026

§ (e
TELOS PROJECT

Parish-level coaching to grow your young adultn: histry :
Our next cohort starts November 2025 ;

Faith and Purpose!
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Assumption Christmas To-Do List o
River Food Drive Donations

Dec 1st - Dec 21st

St Nicholas Day
Sun Dec 7th during Sunday school LOCK IN YOUR GROUP TICKETS NOW!
- Come out to Fiserv Forum for our Greek Heritage Celebration to
Pageant Costume fitting watch your Milwaukee Bucks take on the Detroit Pistons!

Sun Dec 7th during Sunday school

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
Sun Dec 14th after Liturgy

. O\

= Cingerbread and Christmas Movie Night

B i Dec 19th 5:30 pm-8:00 pm 7 .OOPM
n

Family Movie Outing: King David FISERV FORUM
Sat Dec 20th 3:40 pm - Marcus Point Cinema

Christmas Pageant
Sun Dec 21st after Liturgy

No Sunday School Dec 28th & Jan 4th

The first 800 to purchase will receive a limited
edition Greek Giannis Bobblehead along with a
post-game chat with Giannis and Thanasis**

Merry Christmas and Happy New Yearl

SCAN HERE TO PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS
OR VISIT WWW.GOFEV0.COM/GN2025

)
e b

*Please note: post-game is subject to cancellation. Timing of post-game appearance is up to player discretion
and can take up to an hour for arrival. You must have a purchased ticket through this link to participate. If you
do not have a purchased ticket through this link, we will be removed from the post-game experience.
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DINNER

SUNDAY | 7 | pECEMBER

After Divine Liturgy - Frea Will Offering

Parish Council elections to be held.

BLESSING OF THE WATERS
OF LAKE MONONA

Join the Orthodox Communities of Assumption, Saints Cyril & Methodius &
Saint Ignatius in coming together for a Blessing of Lake Monona.

We will be gathering on Sunday, January 11th at Brittingham Beach at 701 W
Brittingham Pl in Madison. Service will begin at 1:30 p.m. If the Ice thickness is
sufficient we will be just off shore on Monona Bay.

This a wonderful blessing not only for our communities but also for the entire
Madison Area.

When: Sunday, January 11%,
2026 at 1:30 p.m.

Where: Brittingham Beach on
Lake Monona. 701 W. Brittingham
Pl. Madison, WI




The 5&%/% School Christmas
PAGEANT

DECEMBER

* SUNDAY 2 1 AT11:30 AM

ASSUMPTION GREEK
ORTHODOX CHURCH

a{ YOU ARE INVITED TO 0 4@)

<% CHRISTMA
CRS S

SUNDAY
‘|4 P 4:00 PM-7:00 PM

DECEMBER

The Carlisle
435 E. Butterfield Road, Lombard, IL 60145

e~ A

This year, we are supporting Guardian Angel and Wings of Hope by collecting hygiene
items for those in need. Please consider bringing travel-size toiletries (shampoo,
conditioner, body wash, soap), washcloths, toothbrushes & toothpaste, and deodorant.
All donations will be packaged and delivered to these organizations.

Thank you for helping us spread Christmas joy!

‘Love each other with a warm love
that comes from the heart”

’ | Peter 1:22 ’\9
O
N
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A Sweet & Gedtive Guan &
GINGERBRERD

HOUSE PRRTY!

Enjoy the fun of decorating a gingerbread house, playing some fun games,
and watching a family Christmas movie! There will be food and hot cocoal
Come dressed in your favorite Christmas pajamas!

FRIDAY DEC 19, 2025 5:30 - 8:00 PM

A new animated movie
of King David

SATURDAY
DEC 20™
3:40PM

Marcus Point Cinema
7825 Big Sky Dr.

ASSUMPTION SUNDAY SCHOOL

BOOK YOUR TICKETS SOON ON YOUR
OWN, SEATS ARE LIMITED. IF YOU
CAN'T MAKE IT THAT DAY THERE ARE
OTHER DATES AND SHOWINGS.




