
YOUR COOPERATION IS NEEDED: We remind our faithful that the Divine 
Liturgy begins at 9:45 a.m. Sharp! On Sunday.  Please be prompt and on time! 
Please turn off cell phones before entering church. No conversation should take 
place during worship. During the reading of the Gospel people in the narthex 
should not be purchasing or lighting candles but standing reverently and listen to 
the reading. If possible avoid using center aisle during high points of Divine Litur-
gy. Lipstick and lip-gloss should be removed before kissing icons, receiving Holy 
Communion and kissing the hand of the priest. Please keep the Center aisle clear 
for the ushers and wait until they dismiss your row.  Please avoid standing right 
behind the ushers we do not want anyone tripping over a child.  When receiving 
antidoron, please use both hands and do not allow the crumbs to fall to the floor. 

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: While we pray and work for the reconcili-
ation and unity of all the world's Christians, the reality remains that there is still no 
intercommunion between our Orthodox Churches and the Churches of the West. 
This means that only baptized, chrismated and observant Orthodox faithful receive 
Communion in our churches. At the same time, we warmly welcome all non-
Orthodox to join us in prayer and celebration, and humbly offer to all present the 
Antidoro bread of fellowship at the end of the service. We offer this important 
symbol 'instead of the Gifts', in the words of the Apostle Paul, 'Till we all come to 
the unity of the Faith' (Eph. 4.13). 

ATTENTION PARISHIONERS:  Before making any firm plans for baptisms, 
weddings, funerals, or memorial services, please check with Fr. Christodoulos to 
see if dates and tomes are permissible. Also, please refrain from scheduling a ba-
by, bridal shower or any other type of party celebration during a fasting period 

NEW CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT DRIVE:  As a community we have always 
tried and succeeded in taking care of and upgrading our Sanctuary and facilities.  
We the spirit of continuously improving our church.  We are beginning a long 
term Capital Improvement Fund Drive.  We are looking at 3 particular future pro-
jects.  These are the Broken Sewer pipe in our back parking lot, Replacing and 
upgrading our current church sound system and remodeling our kitchen.  The 
months ahead we will be formally setting up a Capital Improvement Fund Drive 
Committee who will spearhead the entire process.  We ask everyone to consider 
this in future giving, funeral memorials and in planned giving.  If you are interest-
ed in giving a donation for the Capital Fund please put “Capital Improvement 
Fund Drive” on the memo line of the check or mark it on the envelope.  Together 
we can get these projects finished. 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY CONFESSION: As we begin the Triodion Period on 
our Journey towards Pascha, we should all prepare for the Resurrection of our 
Lord by partaking of the Sacrament of Holy Confession.  Make an appointment 
with your Spiritual Father.  For details, see Fr. Christodoulos. 

has received him safe and sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in. His fa-
ther came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years 
I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a 
kid, that I might make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came, 
who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!’ And 
he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was 
fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he 
was lost, and is found.’” 

Fr. Christodoulos Margellos 

Proistemenos   

frchristos@gmail.com 

11 N 7th Street 

Madison, WI 53704 

(608)-244-1001 

 www.agocwi.org 

Assumption 

Greek Orthodox 

Church Bulletin 



Sunday, February 16th, 2025 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

Saint Pamphilus the Martyr & his Companions 

Saint Flavianos, Patriarch of Constantinople 

Readings:  

Epistle:  1 Corinthians 6: 12-20 

Gospel: Luke 15: 11-32 

Sunday School/Greek School 

THIS WEEK AT ASSUMPTION 

Tuesday, February 18th, 2025 

7:00 p.m. 

Parish Council Meeting 

Wednesday, February 19th, 2025 

Strict Fast Day 

7:00 p.m. 

Choir Practice 

Saturday, February 22nd, 2025 

First Saturday of Souls 

9:00 a.m. 

Orthros followed by Divine Liturgy with Memorial Service 

Fr. Christodoulou's Office hours are: Tuesday - Friday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 

SATURDAY OF SOULS: The Church sets aside certain days when we are en-
couraged to remember our dear ones who have fallen asleep in the Lord.  The two 
Saturdays preceding the Great Lent and the first Saturday of Lent are know as the 
Saturdays of Souls – Psyhosavata (Memorial Saturdays).  Orthodox Christians are 
requested to attend Liturgy on these days, worship God, partake of Holy Commun-
ion and offer names of loved ones to the priest to be remembered in prayer.  A 
small bowl of kolyva, prosforo, wine and oil may also be submitted.  The prayers 
offered are for the repose, forgiveness and eternal rest of the departed ones. 
     The first Saturday of Souls will be on February 22nd.  Orthros followed by 
Divine Liturgy will begin at 9:00am.  Names to be commemorated should be writ-
ten clearly, in Greek or English, and submitted to the Altar prior to the start of the 
Liturgy. 

PARISH OUTING TO THE MADISON CAPITALS GAME:  Once again our 
parish is going to be doing an outing for the Madison Capitols Hockey Team on 
Saturday, February 22nd.  This year we have gotten one of the suites for the game 
and the cost is $20 per person.  It is also Team USA Bobblehead night. 
     This will be a great game to attend with the whole family.  Come cheer on our 
Madison Capitals to defeat the Youngstown Phantoms on February 22nd at 7:05 
p.m. at the Bob Suter's Capital Arena. 

PARISH YOUTH OUTING TO TEN PIN ALLEY: Our Parish will be holding 
our Next Parish Youth Outing on Sunday February 16th from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at 
Ten Pin Alley! The church has reserved 6 lanes for families to bowl and families 
will only have to pay for food/drinks and shoe rentals which is $2 per bowler. 
6285 Nesbitt Rd, Fitchburg, WI 53719 RSVP by Feb 12th if you are coming to 
Susu or Fr. Chris 

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Luke  
The Lord said this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger 
of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that falls to 
me.’ And he divided his living between them. Not many days later, the younger 
son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he squan-
dered his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great fam-
ine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined him-
self to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed 
swine. And he would gladly have filled his belly with the pods that the swine ate; 
and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many 
of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here 
with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son; treat me as one of your hired servants.’ And he arose and came to his father. 
But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and 
ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on 
him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and 
kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to make merry. Now his elder son was 
in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and danc-
ing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he said to 
him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he 

υἱὸς ἀπεδήμησεν εἰς χώραν μακράν, καὶ ἐκεῖ διεσκόρπισε τὴν οὐσίαν αὐτοῦ ζῶν 
ἀσώτως. δαπανήσαντος δὲ αὐτοῦ πάντα ἐγένετο λιμὸς ἰσχυρὸς κατὰ τὴν χώραν 
ἐκείνην, καὶ αὐτὸς ἤρξατο ὑστερεῖσθαι. καὶ πορευθεὶς ἐκολλήθη ἑνὶ τῶν πολιτῶν 
τῆς χώρας ἐκείνης, καὶ ἔπεμψεν αὐτὸν εἰς τοὺς ἀγροὺς αὐτοῦ βόσκειν χοίρους. καὶ 
ἐπεθύμει γεμίσαι τὴν κοιλίαν αὐτοῦ ἀπὸ τῶν κερατίων ὧν ἤσθιον οἱ χοῖροι, καὶ 
οὐδεὶς ἐδίδου αὐτῷ. εἰς ἑαυτὸν δὲ ἐλθὼν εἶπε· πόσοι μίσθιοι τοῦ πατρός μου πε-
ρισσεύουσιν ἄρτων, ἐγὼ δὲ λιμῷ ἀπόλλυμαι! ἀναστὰς πορεύσομαι πρὸς τὸν πα-
τέρα μου καὶ ἐρῶ αὐτῷ· πάτερ, ἥμαρτον εἰς τὸν οὐρανὸν καὶ ἐνώπιόν σου. οὐκέτι 
εἰμὶ ἄξιος κληθῆναι υἱός σου· ποίησόν με ὡς ἕνα τῶν μισθίων σου. καὶ ἀναστὰς 
ἦλθε πρὸς τὸν πατέρα αὐτοῦ. ἔτι δὲ αὐτοῦ μακρὰν ἀπέχοντος εἶδεν αὐτὸν ὁ πατὴρ 
αὐτοῦ καὶ ἐσπλαγχνίσθη, καὶ δραμὼν ἐπέπεσεν ἐπὶ τὸν τράχηλον αὐτοῦ καὶ κα-
τεφίλησεν αὐτόν. εἶπε δὲ αὐτῷ ὁ υἱός· πάτερ, ἥμαρτον εἰς τὸν οὐρανὸν καὶ 
ἐνώπιόν σου, καὶ οὐκέτι εἰμὶ ἄξιος κληθῆναι υἱός σου. εἶπε δὲ ὁ πατὴρ πρὸς τοὺς 
δούλους αὐτοῦ· ἐξενέγκατε τὴν στολὴν τὴν πρώτην καὶ ἐνδύσατε αὐτόν, καὶ δότε 
δακτύλιον εἰς τὴν χεῖρα αὐτοῦ καὶ ὑποδήματα εἰς τοὺς πόδας, καὶ ἐνέγκαντες τὸν 
μόσχον τὸν σιτευτὸν θύσατε, καὶ φαγόντες εὐφρανθῶμεν, ὅτι οὗτος ὁ υἱός μου 
νεκρὸς ἦν καὶ ἀνέζησε, καὶ ἀπολωλὼς ἦν καὶ εὑρέθη. καὶ ἤρξαντο εὐφραίνεσθαι. 
Ἦν δὲ ὁ υἱὸς αὐτοῦ ὁ πρεσβύτερος ἐν ἀγρῷ· καὶ ὡς ἐρχόμενος ἤγγισε τῇ οἰκίᾳ, 
ἤκουσε συμφωνίας καὶ χορῶν, καὶ προσκαλεσάμενος ἕνα τῶν παίδων ἐπυνθάνετο 
τί εἴη ταῦτα. ὁ δὲ εἶπεν αὐτῷ ὅτι ὁ ἀδελφός σου ἥκει καὶ ἔθυσεν ὁ πατήρ σου τὸν 
μόσχον τὸν σιτευτόν, ὅτι ὑγιαίνοντα αὐτὸν ἀπέλαβεν. ὠργίσθη δὲ καὶ οὐκ ἤθελεν 
εἰσελθεῖν. ὁ οὖν πατὴρ αὐτοῦ ἐξελθὼν παρεκάλει αὐτόν. ὁ δὲ ἀποκριθεὶς εἶπε τῷ 
πατρί· ἰδοὺ τοσαῦτα ἔτη δουλεύω σοι καὶ οὐδέποτε ἐντολήν σου παρῆλθον, καὶ 
ἐμοὶ οὐδέποτε ἔδωκας ἔριφον ἵνα μετὰ τῶν φίλων μου εὐφρανθῶ· ὅτε δὲ ὁ υἱός 
σου οὗτος, ὁ καταφαγών σου τὸν βίον μετὰ πορνῶν, ἦλθεν, ἔθυσας αὐτῷ τὸν 
μόσχον τὸν σιτευτόν. ὁ δὲ εἶπεν αὐτῷ· τέκνον, σὺ πάντοτε μετ᾿ ἐμοῦ εἶ, καὶ πάντα 
τὰ ἐμὰ σά ἐστιν· εὐφρανθῆναι δὲ καὶ χαρῆναι ἔδει, ὅτι ὁ ἀδελφός σου οὗτος νε-
κρὸς ἦν καὶ ἀνέζησε, καὶ ἀπολωλὼς ἦν καὶ εὑρέθη.  



Resurrection Hymn 
 Ἦχος α 

Τοῦ λίθου σφραγισθέντος ὑπὸ τῶν Ἰουδαίων, καὶ στρατιωτῶν φυλασσόντων τὸ 
ἄχραντόν σου Σῶµα, ἀνέστης τριήµερος Σωτήρ, δωρούµενος τῷ κόσµῳ τὴν ζωήν· 
διὰ τοῦτο αἱ Δυνάµεις τῶν οὐρανῶν ἐβόων σοι ζωοδότα. Δόξα τῇ Ἀναστάσει σου 
Χριστέ, δόξα τῇ βασιλείᾳ σου, δόξα τῇ οἰκονοµίᾳ σου, µόνε φιλάνθρωπε. 

First Mode 
When the stone was sealed by the Jews and the soldiers were guarding Thine im-
maculate body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life unto the 
world. For which cause the powers of heaven cried out to Thee, O Life giver: Glo-
ry to Thy resurrection, O Christ. Glory to Thy Kingdom.  Glory to Thy dispensa-
tion, O only Friend of man. 

Hymn for the Dormition of the Theotokos 
Ἠχος α 

Ἐν τῇ Γεννήσει, τὴν παρθενίαν ἐφύλαξας. Ἐν τῇ Κοιμήσει, τὸν κόσμον οὐ κατέλι-
πες Θεοτόκε. Μετέστης πρὸς τὴν ζωήν, Μήτηρ ὑπάρχουσα τῆς ζωῆς, καὶ ταῖς 
πρεσβείαις ταῖς σαῖς λυτρουμένη, ἐκ θανάτου τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν. 

First Mode 
You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell asleep in death yet did not 
desert the world, O Theotokos. You were transported to life, as you are Mother of 
Life and, by virtue of your intercessions, deliver our souls from death. 

Kontakion 
Ήχος γ 

Τῆς πατρῴας, δόξης σου, ἀποσκιρτήσας ἀφρόνως, ἐν κακοῖς ἐσκόρπισα, ὃν μοι 
παρέδωκας πλοῦτον· ὅθεν σοι τὴν τοῦ Ἀσώτου, φωνὴν κραυγάζω· Ἥμαρτον 
ἐνώπιόν σου Πάτερ οἰκτίρμον, δέξαι με μετανοοῦντα, καὶ ποίησόν με, ὡς ἕνα τῶν 
μισθίων σου.  

Third Mode 
Irevolted senselessly * out of Your fatherly glory; * I have squandered sinfully * 
all of the riches You gave me.* Hence to You, using the Prodigal’s words, I cry 
out,* I have sinned before You, merciful loving Father.* O receive me in repent-
ance, * I pray, and treat me * as one of Your hired hands. 

Ἐκ τοῦ κατὰ Λουκᾶν ἁγίου Εὐαγγελίου τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 
Εἶπεν ὁ Κύριος τὴν παραβολὴν ταύτην· ἄνθρωπός τις εἶχε δύο υἱούς. καὶ εἶπεν ὁ 
νεώτερος αὐτῶν τῷ πατρί· πάτερ, δός μοι τὸ ἐπιβάλλον μέρος τῆς οὐσίας. καὶ 
διεῖλεν αὐτοῖς τὸν βίον. καὶ μετ᾿ οὐ πολλὰς ἡμέρας συναγαγὼν ἅπαντα ὁ νεώτερος 

The reading is from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 
Brethren, “all things are permitted for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All 
things are permitted for me,” but I will not be enslaved by anything. “Food is 
meant for the stomach and the stomach for food” — and God will destroy both one 
and the other. The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord 
for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. Do 
you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take the 
members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not 
know that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as 
it is written, “The two shall become one flesh.” But he who is united to the Lord 
becomes one spirit with him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man com-
mits is outside the body; but the immoral man sins against his own body. Do you 
not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have 
from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God in 
your body and in your spirit which belong to God.  

“I HAVE SINNED”: The Prodigal Son in today’s Gospel lesson was honest with 
himself.  It was when he admitted the wrong in himself and said, “I have sinned,” 
that he came to his true self.  A new chapter of his life began that very day.  A new 
chapter can begin for us if, bidding good-by to self-excuse, self-pity, self-defense, 
we will face the facts about ourselves and say, “Yes, that’s the kind of person I 
am; that is the sort of thing I am capable of doing and have done, but, by the grace 
of  God, I can be different, and I will be different.   

RETURN TO THE FATHER: People feel unhappy and they don’t know why.  
They feel that something is wrong, but they can not put their finger on what.  They 
feel uneasy in the world, confused and frustrated, alienated and estranged, and 
they can’t explain it.  They have everything and yet they want more.  And when 
they get it, they still are left empty and dissatisfied.  They want happiness and 
peace, and nothing seems to bring it.  They want fulfillment, and it never seems to 
come.  Everything is fine, and yet everything is wrong.  In America this is almost a 
national disease.  It is covered over by frantic activity and endless running around.  
It is buried in activities and events.  It is drowned out by television programs and 
games. But when the  movement stops, and the dial is turned off and everything is 
quiet…then the dread sets in, and the meaninglessness of it all, and the boredom, 
and the fear.  Why is this so?  Because the Church tells us, we are really not at 
home.  We are in exile.  We are alienated and estranged from our true country.  
We are not with God our Father in the land of the living.  We are spiritually sick.  
And some of us are already dead. 

     Our hearts are made for God, Saint Augustine has said, and we will be forever 
restless until we rest in Him.  Our lives are made for God, and we will be unful-
filled and dissatisfied and frustrated until we go to Him.  All of God’s creatures, as 
Francis Thompson said in his poem The Hound of Heaven, are His “loyal betray-
ers.”  They do not satisfy His children and cannot bring them peace.  He alone can 
do that because He alone is our home.  And we are His. 

     The Lenten season that we are approaching is a time for our conscious return to 
our true home.  It is the time set aside for us to come to ourselves and to get up and 
go to the divine reality to which we truly belong. 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY: Dear Members of our As-
sumption Family: 
     In accordance with our Church By-Laws, you are invited to attend a Special 
Parish Assembly of all pledging members of our Church on Sunday, February 
23rd, 2025, immediately following the Divine Liturgy. 
     The sole purpose of this Special Assembly is for the congregation to elect par-
ish delegates for the Special Metropolis Clergy Laity that will be held virtually on 
April 1st, 2025. 
     We ask that all Parishioners in good standing come and participate in this ap-
pointing of Parish Delegates as it will have a large impact on the Future of our 
Metropolis Center in Chicago. 
     All parishioners are welcome to attend and participate in the discussions.  How-
ever, in order to cast a vote, you must: Have been a Steward of Assumption in 
2024. 
     Again, while everyone is welcome to participate, only those pledging members 
(individuals or family memberships) are eligible to make motions and vote.  If you 
have not fulfilled the requirement as of today’s date, you are urged to do so within 
the next 10 days so that you will be able to vote. 



Ψυχοσάββατο/Saturday of Souls 
 

The First Saturday of Souls will be on Saturday, February 22nd.  We will 
be celebrating the Saturday of Souls service beginning at 9:00 a.m. with 
Divine Liturgy with Memorial Service.  It is a service where we pray for 

those who have departed. Please use this sheet to write down the  
Baptismal names of Only Orthodox departed 

and submit them to the office or the altar to be read during the services. 
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