has received him safe and sound.” But he was angry and refused to go in. His fa-
ther came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years
I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a
kid, that I might make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came,
who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!” And
he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was
fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he
was lost, and is found.’”

NEW CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT DRIVE: As a community we have always
tried and succeeded in taking care of and upgrading our Sanctuary and facilities.
We the spirit of continuously improving our church. We are beginning a long
term Capital Improvement Fund Drive. We are looking at 3 particular future pro-
jects. These are the Broken Sewer pipe in our back parking lot, Replacing and
upgrading our current church sound system and remodeling our kitchen. The
months ahead we will be formally setting up a Capital Improvement Fund Drive
Committee who will spearhead the entire process. We ask everyone to consider
this in future giving, funeral memorials and in planned giving. If you are interest-
ed in giving a donation for the Capital Fund please put “Capital Improvement
Fund Drive” on the memo line of the check or mark it on the envelope. Together
we can get these projects finished.

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: While we pray and work for the reconcili-
ation and unity of all the world's Christians, the reality remains that there is still no
intercommunion between our Orthodox Churches and the Churches of the West.
This means that only baptized, chrismated and observant Orthodox faithful receive
Communion in our churches. At the same time, we warmly welcome all non-
Orthodox to join us in prayer and celebration, and humbly offer to all present the
Antidoro bread of fellowship at the end of the service. We offer this important
symbol 'instead of the Gifts', in the words of the Apostle Paul, 'Till we all come to
the unity of the Faith' (Eph. 4.13).

YOUR COOPERATION IS NEEDED: We remind our faithful that the Divine
Liturgy begins at 9:45 a.m. Sharp! On Sunday. Please be prompt and on time!
Please turn off cell phones before entering church. No conversation should take
place during worship. During the reading of the Gospel people in the narthex
should not be purchasing or lighting candles but standing reverently and listen to
the reading. If possible avoid using center aisle during high points of Divine Litur-
gy. Lipstick and lip-gloss should be removed before kissing icons, receiving Holy
Communion and kissing the hand of the priest. Please keep the Center aisle clear
for the ushers and wait until they dismiss your row. Please avoid standing right
behind the ushers we do not want anyone tripping over a child. When receiving
antidoron, please use both hands and do not allow the crumbs to fall to the floor.

ATTENTION PARISHIONERS: Before making any firm plans for baptisms,
weddings, funerals, or memorial services, please check with Fr. Christodoulos to
see if dates and tomes are permissible. Also, please refrain from scheduling a ba-
by, bridal shower or any other type of party celebration during a fasting period

SACRAMENT OF HOLY CONFESSION: As we begin the Triodion Period on
our Journey towards Pascha, we should all prepare for the Resurrection of our
Lord by partaking of the Sacrament of Holy Confession. Make an appointment
with your Spiritual Father. For details, see Fr. Christodoulos.
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Sunday, February 16th, 2025
Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Saint Pamphilus the Martyr & his Companions
Saint Flavianos, Patriarch of Constantinople

Readings:
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 6: 12-20
Gospel: Luke 15: 11-32

Sunday School/Greek School

THIS WEEK AT ASSUMPTION
Tuesday, February 18th, 2025
7:00 p.m.
Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday, February 19th, 2025
Strict Fast Day
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice
Saturday, February 22nd, 2025
First Saturday of Souls
9:00 a.m.
Orthros followed by Divine Liturgy with Memorial Service
Fr. Christodoulou's Office hours are: Tuesday - Friday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

SATURDAY OF SOULS: The Church sets aside certain days when we are en-
couraged to remember our dear ones who have fallen asleep in the Lord. The two
Saturdays preceding the Great Lent and the first Saturday of Lent are know as the
Saturdays of Souls — Psyhosavata (Memorial Saturdays). Orthodox Christians are
requested to attend Liturgy on these days, worship God, partake of Holy Commun-
ion and offer names of loved ones to the priest to be remembered in prayer. A
small bowl of kolyva, prosforo, wine and oil may also be submitted. The prayers
offered are for the repose, forgiveness and eternal rest of the departed ones.

The first Saturday of Souls will be on February 22nd. Orthros followed by
Divine Liturgy will begin at 9:00am. Names to be commemorated should be writ-
ten clearly, in Greek or English, and submitted to the Altar prior to the start of the
Liturgy.

PARISH OUTING TO THE MADISON CAPITALS GAME: Once again our
parish is going to be doing an outing for the Madison Capitols Hockey Team on
Saturday, February 22nd. This year we have gotten one of the suites for the game
and the cost is $20 per person. It is also Team USA Bobblehead night.

This will be a great game to attend with the whole family. Come cheer on our
Madison Capitals to defeat the Youngstown Phantoms on February 22nd at 7:05
p.m. at the Bob Suter's Capital Arena.

PARISH YOUTH OUTING TO TEN PIN ALLEY: Our Parish will be holding
our Next Parish Youth Outing on Sunday February 16th from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at
Ten Pin Alley! The church has reserved 6 lanes for families to bowl and families
will only have to pay for food/drinks and shoe rentals which is $2 per bowler.
6285 Nesbitt Rd, Fitchburg, WI 53719 RSVP by Feb 12th if you are coming to
Susu or Fr. Chris

Vi0G dmedNuNnoev €ig xdpov pokpdy, Kol kel dleckopmice v ovoiav adtod (OV
ACOTOC. damavioavtog 6¢ ovTod TAvTo £YEVETO APOG ioYVPOG KATA TV YDOPAV
gketvny, kal avtog fip&ato Hotepeiohar. kai Topevheic EKOAANON Vi TV TOAMTOV
TG YOpag EKeivNG, Kol Emepyev adTOV €15 TOVG Aypovg ovTod BOcKe xoipovs. Kol
gnedpel yepicon v koMav omtod dmd v kepatiov dv fiodov oi yoipol, kai
00deig £8idov avtd. ig fomtov 8¢ EM0mV eine’ mdoot pichior Tod maTpdg pov me-
plocevovcy Gptav, &yd 6 M@ amoAlvpol! AvacTig ToPELGOLAL TPOG TOV oL
tépa Hov Kol €p@d avtd matep, 1| woptov eig TOV 00PAVOV Kol EVAOTIOV GOV. 0VKETL
glpi o@og Kknenvou mog ooV’ nomcov pe ag &va tdv wcbiov cov. kai owacswg
n?&)s npog TOV moTépa avTod. ETt 8 aToD uw(pow omsxovrog €10ev anTOV 0 nom]p
avtod kol EomhayyvicOn, kol dpapav énénecev Eml TOV TPAYNAOV awTOd Kol Ko-
1epilncey avtov. eime 8¢ avtd 6 VIdG mhTep, AuapToV €ig TOV 0DPAVOV Koi
gvmév cov, kol ovKETL il &g KANOfivan vidg cov. gine 82 6 matp TPOG TV
dovA0VG aVTOD" éésvéyKats Y GroMqv ™mv npd)mv Kai Evdvoate ou’)r(')v, Kol 60te
daktolov gig TV XSlpOL avTod Kol DnOSnuaw €15 TOVG no&xg, Kou svsyxowrsg OV
pocxov rov outevtov Bocarte, Kol (payovrsg sucppow@wusv d1L 00TOg O VIOG HOV
VSKpog nv Kol owancs Kol ano?»co?»cog nv Kol supsen Kol np&owro su(pp(stceal
"Hv 8¢ 6 vidg avtod O npesfitepog &v dypd- Kai GG Epyxduevog fyyoe Tij oikiq,
IKovoe GUHE®VING Kol XOpdV, Kol TPOCKAAECAUEVOS Eva TV TaidwV EmuvBdveTo
i £l tadta. 6 82 inev avTd 611 O (’nglq)ég oov ket kol €Bvoev O narﬁp GOV TOV
HoGYOV TOV GLTELTOVY, dTL Uywuvovr(x avTOV omskaﬁav wpytc@n 0¢ Kol ovk n@s?»sv
eicelDeiv. O ovv namp avtod €€V TE(lpSK(l}\.Sl avTov. O 8¢ dmokpifeic elme T®
nurpl 00V tocadta em dovhed® GOl Kol 00OEmoTE EVIOAMV GOV napn?»@ov Kol
guot ovBsnors £00KOG spupov ivo petd tdv (ptkmv pov £0epavid: 8te o6& o mog
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The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Luke
The Lord said this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger
of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that falls to
me.” And he divided his living between them. Not many days later, the younger
son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he squan-
dered his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great fam-
ine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined him-
self to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed
swine. And he would gladly have filled his belly with the pods that the swine ate;
and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many
of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here
with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your
son; treat me as one of your hired servants.” And he arose and came to his father.
But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and
ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your
son.” But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on
him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and
kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again;
he was lost, and is found.” And they began to make merry. Now his elder son was
in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and danc-
ing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he said to
him, “Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he



Resurrection Hymn
"Hyog a
Tod ABov cepayisbéviog ¥o TdV Tovdaimv, Kol GTPUTIOTAV PLANCGOVI®V TO
Gypavtdv cov Zdpa, AvESTNG TPUIEPOS ZOTNP, SOWPOVLUEVOG TG KOGU® TV {onv
du Tovto al Avvapelg Tdv ovpavdv ROV cot (woddta. Ad&a Tii AvacTdcEl Gov
Xproté, 86&a Tfi Pactreia cov, 60&a Tij oikovopig Gov, pove PIAGVOpmTE.
First Mode
When the stone was sealed by the Jews and the soldiers were guarding Thine im-
maculate body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life unto the
world. For which cause the powers of heaven cried out to Thee, O Life giver: Glo-
ry to Thy resurrection, O Christ. Glory to Thy Kingdom. Glory to Thy dispensa-
tion, O only Friend of man.
Hymn for the Dormition of the Theotokos
'Hyog a
‘Ev ti] ['evviioet, v mapbeviav épvratac. 'Ev i Kownoet, tOv Kdopov ov Katéht-
neg Ogotdke. Metéotng mpog v Conv, Mnmp drdpyovca tijg Lmfic, Kai tolg
mpecPelaig Taig ooig Avtpovpévn, €k Bavatov Tag yoyag Nudv.
First Mode
You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell asleep in death yet did not
desert the world, O Theotokos. You were transported to life, as you are Mother of
Life and, by virtue of your intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
Kontakion
‘Hyogy
Tiig matpdag, d6ENG G0V, ATOCKIPTHGOG APPOVAS, €V KOKOIG 0KOPTIGA, OV pot
mapédwKkag TAodTov: 6Bev oot v 100 Acdtov, poviv Kpavyalo: "Huaptov
Evamov cov Ildtep oiktippov, dé€ot pe petavooivta, Kol Toinodv UE, Og Eva TOV
pieliov cov.
Third Mode
Irevolted senselessly * out of Your fatherly glory; * I have squandered sinfully *
all of the riches You gave me.* Hence to You, using the Prodigal’s words, I cry
out,* I have sinned before You, merciful loving Father.* O receive me in repent-
ance, * [ pray, and treat me * as one of Your hired hands.

The reading is from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians

Brethren, “all things are permitted for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All
things are permitted for me,” but I will not be enslaved by anything. “Food is
meant for the stomach and the stomach for food” — and God will destroy both one
and the other. The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord
for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. Do
you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take the
members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not
know that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as
it is written, “The two shall become one flesh.” But he who is united to the Lord
becomes one spirit with him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man com-
mits is outside the body; but the immoral man sins against his own body. Do you
not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have
from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God in
your body and in your spirit which belong to God.

Ex to¥ katd Aovkdv ayiov Evayyshiov 10 avéyvoopa
Einev 6 Kopiog tv mapaporiyv todmmv: dvBpwmdc Tic iye 00 viode. kai simsv 6
VEDTEPOG AVTMOV TA matpi maTEP, 00¢ pot 10 EmPdAlov pépog g ovoiog. kol
diethev avtolg ToV Blov. Kol HeT” 0V TOAAAG NUEPAS GUVAYOYDV BmavTa O VEDTEPOG

RETURN TO THE FATHER: People feel unhappy and they don’t know why.
They feel that something is wrong, but they can not put their finger on what. They
feel uneasy in the world, confused and frustrated, alienated and estranged, and
they can’t explain it. They have everything and yet they want more. And when
they get it, they still are left empty and dissatisfied. They want happiness and
peace, and nothing seems to bring it. They want fulfillment, and it never seems to
come. Everything is fine, and yet everything is wrong. In America this is almost a
national disease. It is covered over by frantic activity and endless running around.
It is buried in activities and events. It is drowned out by television programs and
games. But when the movement stops, and the dial is turned off and everything is
quiet...then the dread sets in, and the meaninglessness of it all, and the boredom,
and the fear. Why is this so? Because the Church tells us, we are really not at
home. We are in exile. We are alienated and estranged from our true country.
We are not with God our Father in the land of the living. We are spiritually sick.
And some of us are already dead.

Our hearts are made for God, Saint Augustine has said, and we will be forever
restless until we rest in Him. Our lives are made for God, and we will be unful-
filled and dissatisfied and frustrated until we go to Him. All of God’s creatures, as
Francis Thompson said in his poem The Hound of Heaven, are His “loyal betray-
ers.” They do not satisfy His children and cannot bring them peace. He alone can
do that because He alone is our home. And we are His.

The Lenten season that we are approaching is a time for our conscious return to
our true home. It is the time set aside for us to come to ourselves and to get up and
go to the divine reality to which we truly belong.

“I HAVE SINNED”: The Prodigal Son in today’s Gospel lesson was honest with
himself. It was when he admitted the wrong in himself and said, “I have sinned,”
that he came to his true self. A new chapter of his life began that very day. A new
chapter can begin for us if, bidding good-by to self-excuse, self-pity, self-defense,
we will face the facts about ourselves and say, “Yes, that’s the kind of person I
am; that is the sort of thing I am capable of doing and have done, but, by the grace
of God, I can be different, and I will be different.

NOTICE OF SPECIAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY: Dear Members of our As-
sumption Family:

In accordance with our Church By-Laws, you are invited to attend a Special
Parish Assembly of all pledging members of our Church on Sunday, February
23rd, 2025, immediately following the Divine Liturgy.

The sole purpose of this Special Assembly is for the congregation to elect par-
ish delegates for the Special Metropolis Clergy Laity that will be held virtually on
April 1st, 2025.

We ask that all Parishioners in good standing come and participate in this ap-
pointing of Parish Delegates as it will have a large impact on the Future of our
Metropolis Center in Chicago.

All parishioners are welcome to attend and participate in the discussions. How-
ever, in order to cast a vote, you must: Have been a Steward of Assumption in
2024.

Again, while everyone is welcome to participate, only those pledging members
(individuals or family memberships) are eligible to make motions and vote. If you
have not fulfilled the requirement as of today’s date, you are urged to do so within
the next 10 days so that you will be able to vote.




Yvyooapparto/Saturday of Souls

The First Saturday of Souls will be on Saturday, February 22nd. We will
be celebrating the Saturday of Souls service beginning at 9:00 a.m. with
Divine Liturgy with Memorial Service. It is a service where we pray for
those who have departed. Please use this sheet to write down the
Baptismal names of Only Orthodox departed
and submit them to the office or the altar to be read during the services.

i

2025 Parish outing to the
Madison Capitol's Hockey Team

T

On Saturday. February 22°1 2025 we will have a Parish
Outing to the Madison Capitol’s Hockey Game vs the
Youngstown Phantoms

This year we have one of the Suites reserved for the
church. This means we will only have 30 tickets available,
The cost is still pending.

RSVP with Fr. Christodoulos

Join us for what is sure to be a great night of fun &
fellowship.



