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Theophany: A Revelation of God

The Feast of the Holy Theophany of
call ed Epiphany, is celebrated each vy
"Epi phany"” simply meaning "revelation
revel ation of God". Theophany commemo
|l ation of the Holy Trinity. At Chr idst
Fat her, Son,dwaendc Hwmlde Syminriiftest . Thi s
icance in the Orthodox Christian faith, marking a pivotal moment in God's plan for our
salvation and celebrating Christ's fi

Significance of Theophany
Theophany is one of the Great Feasts
l'y Trinity to the world through the B
at the baptism of Christ, the Holy dadr
the Father's voice is heard from Heav
cally in the Jordan, and the Holy Spi
Theophany is viewed as the spiritual
of Theophany goes back to Apostolic t
tutions (Boo V:13) . From the second

[

of Al exandr.i concerning the celebrat

Kk

a
before this Feaesnt urTyhedieali g ue tahh out 1
t ween the holy martyr Hippolytus and
centuries, from the fourth to the nin
ry the Theol ogian, John Chrysostom, A
on the Feast of Theophany.
Theophany is not merely a commemor at
tism in the Jordan River. This event
to the worl d, providing a profound re
er s Theophany stands as a pivot al po
appeared fidmoskl whmionedaatnfiim tdhae kmegisqgn
deat MMt . 4:16), and to save the fallen

Celebrating Theophany
The cel ebration of Theophany begins
Theophany. Depending on the day of t
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Vespers foll owed by the Liturgy of Sa
Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom. Fol
the Blessing of the Waters i s conduct
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Royal Hours with the Typika are said. On Januar

Chrysostom is conducted, preceded by Matins.

Bl essing of the Waters
The Blessing of the Waters is conducted twice,
ing the Divine Liturgy on January 6th. Whil e of
wor |l d services are conducted near open bodies

holy water is poured into the body of water. An
ter to be retrieved by divers.
h ch

The oly water from the urch is given to the
weeks following the Feast, clergy visit the home
holy water that was blessed on the Feast of The:
tion of throwing a cross into a body ot vatpari sfm
serves as a public declaration of faith.

Traditions Associated with Theophes
The services of Theophany are arranged similar/]
y of th

vices were established | ater.) The Liturg
the three normal Antiphons. And the b-Alptiysmal [
For as many as have been baptized into Chr
The Gospel readings of al/l the services tell o]
reading of the Divine Liturgy tells of the conse
Since the main feature of the feast is the bl ess
The Royal Hours are read, and the Divine Litur
of the feast. The Vigil I's made up of Great Comg
urgy 1 s served.

Spiritual Meaning of Theophany
Theophany is a time for reflection and renewal
the future with a renewed sense of purpose and d
on our relationship with God and our commitment

Christ's baptism publicly proclaims his identi:
and the declaration from Heaven that this is Goc
Jesus is God, but because he is also fully human

and receives the Father's forgiveness.
Theophany marks the beginni@gbapt Cémish'sheubor

tion of God to the worl d, becmupablitc weaisnitshter y
fimani f eoD tfrae v ®hiag i @alnso expressed in Scripture with
Feast, fAGver isstnghas appearedoand enlightened the wi
Theophany is a "founding event" that establish
Through baptism, we "put on Christ" and partici g
ning, a spiritual renewal , and a call to |ive in

Sermons and Hymns
Sermons given on the feast day of Theophany of't

ni ficance of Christ's baptism. One ser mon, for
|l ife was salvific and revealed divine truth. It
pl ain and ordinary river that became a place of
Baptist.

Hy mnslymns and chants sung on the feast day of
coming of Christ. They often include themes of I

hymns sung during Theophany:



Apolytikion (First Tone)
Lor d, when You were baptized in the Jordan, t he
Father gave witness to You, <calling You Bel oved,
ty of His words. Glory to You, Christ our God, w
Kontakion (Fourth Tone)

You appeared to the world today, and Your | ight,
we sing to You: "You came, You were made mani fes
| cons
l cons associated with the feast day of Theophart
These icons often include symbols of the Holy Tr
of Iight representing the Father's voice. They n
spirits, and trees, which represent different as
For example, "water spirits" are often depictec
ing water from an amphora) and the sea (woman or
"The sea saw and fled, the Jordan turned back" (
camel haircloth garment, which has been slightly
the | eft | ower corner, an iconographic tree with
dom at the ifEaredh amfowHdrhed.ax is |l aid to the root
bear good fruit is cubd( Mto.wn3 :alntd) tlhtr oiwsn a mtat hlheet

become spiritually |l azy.
The mountains in Theophany icons represent the
the divide between. The ax stuck in the small ¢t

Matt hew' sSEVGoms predve :t he ax is |ying at the root of
good fruit is cut doowrk &@nd)t. hrTchwrs ipmrtop htelcey foifr el

cy, meaning that it | ooks towards the end of the
I n Conclusion the Feast of Theophany is a prof
time for reflection, renewal , and participation
with Christ, cleansed from sin, and empowered by
us to remember our own baptism and to |ive each
fruit and to be a light to the world. As we cel e
hope of eternal I|ife that is offered to us throu
This year, as | prepare to celebrate Theophany
Waters at a | ocal | ake. The sight of the priest

depths, and the faithful plunging into the icy w
power of baptism and our connection to Christ. I
of the joy and hope that Theophany brings.

+Very Rev. Archimandrite
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Help us to Help Others

Agape Forward, January, 2025

2024 brought great and small wonders, joys, and somows to all of our lives, on both personal and
communal levels. For many of us, our personal happiness was shadowed by the sadness of our
wider community. In reflecting on the multitude of lessons this past year afforded us, | found the
Philoptochos Prayer as a grounding force. | pray the words of this prayer resonate with all of you:

O Lord, Jesus Christ, we bow our heads before You, and with humble hearis we give
thanks to You for the abundant blessings, which You have poured forth upon us. We praise
You for gathenng us together as members of the Ladies Philoptochos Society in the
gervice to Your Holy Church. We bless You for the selfless sacrifice of countless
generations of women who have faithfully fulfilled the philanthropic mission entrusted to
them. Through Your ineffable wisdom and Your Divine power, You have enabled us to
minister to those who are in need of Your Love, Your comfort, and Your care.

Make us instruments of Your peace and of Your hope, O Lord. Where there i pain and
suffening, may we bring Your healing and comfort. Where there iz loneliness and isolation,
may we bring the fellowship of Your Holy Church. Where there iz despair and
dizscouragement, may we inspire hope and faith in You. Where there is hatred and sfrife,
may we be peacemakers producing the fruits of love and reconciliation.

We al=o azk You, O Lord, to guide our deliberations, our decisions, our fellowship, and all

our labors, 30 that in all we do, or say, we may bring glory to Your Holy Name, of the
Father and the Son, and of the Holy Spint.

Moving forward our Philloptochos will be hosting our annual Vasilopita Luncheon on Sunday,
January 12. Please link here: Vasilopits Luncheon BRSVE to let us know how many meals to
prepare for.

Our next meeting = scheduled for Sunday, January 19, after church. We will have a Z00M link
available for this meeting as well.

As always, feel free to contact me with any questions or concemns at philomadisondamail com
Best,

Maria






