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The Incarnation: A Cosmic Renewal 

Reflecting on the Nativity of Our Lord 
     The Nativity of Our Lord, celebrated with joy and reverence by Orthodox Christians 

worldwide, marks not merely a historical event but a cosmic turning point. It is the feast 

of the Incarnation, the moment when God Himself entered into human history, taking on 

flesh and dwelling among us. To truly grasp the profound significance of this event, we 

turn to the wisdom of Saint Athanasios, whose treatise "On the Incarnation" illuminates 

the divine logic behind this wondrous act of love. 

The Divine Dilemma: Corruption and the Image of God 

     Saint Athanasios begins his treatise by outlining the predicament of humanity. Creat-

ed in the image of God, humans were endowed with immortality and communion with 

their Creator. However, through disobedience and the fall into sin, this image became 

tarnished, and mortality entered the world. Corruption and decay took hold, threatening 

to extinguish the divine spark within humanity. 

     "For the transgression of the commandment was turning them back again according to 

their nature; and as they had at the beginning come into being out of non-existence, so 

were they now on the way to returning, through corruption, to non-existence again," 

writes Saint Athanasios. 

     Faced with this dilemma, God, in His infinite love and mercy, could not abandon His 

creation. Yet, a simple act of forgiveness would not suffice. Justice demanded that the 

debt of sin be paid, and humanity, trapped in its fallen state, was unable to offer adequate 

restitution. 

The Incarnation: A Bold and Necessary Act 

     Herein lies the brilliance of the Incarnation. As Saint Athanasios eloquently argues, 

only God Himself could bridge the chasm between humanity and divinity. By taking on 

human flesh, Christ, the eternal Word of God, united Himself with our fallen nature, tak-

ing upon Himself the consequences of sin and offering the perfect sacrifice for our re-

demption. 

     "He indeed assumed humanity that we might become God," proclaims Saint Athana-

sios. This bold statement encapsulates the transformative power of the Incarnation. 

Christ's divinity permeates His humanity, and through Him, humanity is granted the pos-

sibility of deification, of participating in the divine life. 

     The Nativity, therefore, is not merely the birth of a holy man, but the dawn of a new 

creation. It is the moment when God Himself enters into the very fabric of human exist-

ence, renewing and restoring the tarnished image of God within us. 

The Logic of the Cross: Victory over Death 

Continued on next page 



     Saint Athanasios further emphasizes the necessity of the Incarnation by pointing to the inevitability of the 

Cross. Christ's death on the cross, though seemingly a tragic defeat, is in fact the ultimate victory over death 

and corruption. 

     "For by death He Himself was life, and by corruption He Himself was incorruption," writes Saint Athana-

sios. Through His death and resurrection, Christ conquers the power of death, opening the way for humanity to 

share in His eternal life. 

     The Nativity, then, foreshadows the Paschal mystery, the culmination of Christ's earthly mission. It is the 

beginning of the journey that leads to the cross and ultimately to the empty tomb. The infant born in Bethle-

hem is the same God who will willingly lay down His life for the salvation of the world. 

The Nativity: A Source of Hope and Renewal 

     The significance of the Nativity extends beyond the theological realm. It offers a message of profound hope 

and renewal for all humanity. In the Incarnation, we see God's unwavering love for His creation, His willing-

ness to enter into the depths of human suffering and offer a path to salvation. 

     The Nativity reminds us that we are not abandoned in our struggles. God is with us, Emmanuel, sharing in 

our joys and sorrows. He has taken on our humanity, sanctifying it and making it a vessel for His divine grace. 

As we celebrate the Nativity, we are called to emulate Christ's humility and self-emptying love. We are invited 

to participate in the divine life, to become partakers of His divine nature. 

Living the Incarnation: A Call to Transformation 

     Saint Athanasios' treatise "On the Incarnation" serves as a powerful reminder of the transformative power 

of the Nativity. It challenges us to move beyond a sentimental celebration of Christmas and delve into the pro-

found theological implications of this event. 

     The Incarnation is not merely a past event, but an ongoing reality. Christ continues to dwell among us 

through His Church, His sacraments, and His presence in the hearts of believers. 

We are called to live the Incarnation in our daily lives, to embody Christ's love and compassion in our interac-

tions with others. We are invited to participate in the ongoing renewal of creation, to be agents of healing and 

reconciliation in a broken world. 

     The Nativity of Our Lord is a beacon of hope, a reminder of God's infinite love and mercy. Through the 

lens of Saint Athanasios' profound treatise, we can gain a deeper appreciation for the significance of this event 

and its transformative power in our lives. As we celebrate the birth of Christ, let us also celebrate the renewal 

of humanity and the promise of eternal life offered through His Incarnation. 

 

+Very Rev. Archimandrite Christodoulos Margellos 
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Greek Fest+ 2024 Update - Mark your Calendars & Volunteer (September 7 & 8) 

 

     The plans for our church festival are coming together!  Thank you to all of you who have already stepped 

up to lead and volunteer for our festival.  I know many of you have invited neighbors and helped promote the 

festival among your networks. We are blessed that the Madison community continues to love coming out for 

Greek Fest, and that is due to both God’s provision and protection over the event as well as because each one 

of you play a part in making it a welcoming, delicious, and joyful celebration. 

 

Greek Fest Meetings - open to all 8/4, 8/18, and 9/1 

 

     We will host three in-person meetings at church after Liturgy between now and the festival for anyone in-

terested in hearing the latest and helping us finish up plans. Greek Fest meetings will be Sundays, August 4, 

August 18, and September 1. 

 

Thank you to all Volunteers   

 

     Thank you for the 50 people who have already signed up to serve! And thank you to Maria Molzahn for 

managing the volunteer sign-ups and job assignments. 

 

We Still Need More Help 

 

     As of August 1, about half of the Greek Fest+ volunteer shifts still need to be covered by volunteers. We 

welcome any time you are able to give. Here are examples of the kinds of jobs we’re looking to fill: 

• Certified crowd managers to control traffic flow, reduce congestion and direct guests where to go during 

the festival.  A 2-hour online training is required to get certified and prepare you to help in the unlikely 

event of an emergency ($20, reimbursable by the church). These roles can be mostly seated but do require 

mobility; some indoor spots. 

• Set up/Tear down to help set up tables and chairs and remove them from the street, and pack up both days 

after the fest shuts down. We really need additional help on Sunday 9/8  night to tear down from 6 to 8 

PM. Many hands make light work! 

• Serving food in the big food tent in the back parking lot, as well as out front at the gyros and fries station. 

• Calling anyone skilled at operating an electric gyro knife! This essential skill is key to providing a great 

experience for our guests (and we would love for the small, dedicated gyro crew to get much needed 

breaks during the festival). Please reach out to Maria M. or Christy B. if you can help slice gyros on Satur-

day or Sunday (or both days).  

Sign up to Volunteer for Greek Fest using this form: https://tinyurl.com/AGOCVol And if the online 

form gives you trouble, contact Maria M. or Christy B. directly.  Thanks! 

Maintenance Updates 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING:  Will be held on Tuesday, December 17th at 7:00 p.m. 

PHILOPTOCHOS MEETING:  The Next meeting will be on Tuesday, December 17th at 6:30 p.m. via 

Zoom. 

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH: Parish Council elections will be held 

Sunday, December 8th  following Divine Liturgy.  Voting will be going on until 1:00 p.m.  Please make sure 

to take a moment and vote today.  God Bless! 

SAINT NICHOLAS DINNER SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH: Our Parish Council will be hosting a lunch-

eon Following Liturgy on Sunday, December 7th following Liturgy. There is no charge for the meal and we 

are leaving it to a Free Will Offering. I hope you all can join us. 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT: The Annual Sunday Church School & Greek School Christmas Pageant will be 

held on Sunday, December 15th, immediately following the Divine Liturgy. Students have been given their 

assignments and have been practicing. Please see our Sunday School and Greek School Staff more infor-

mation. 

RIVER FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION:  Starting the month of December, we will be collecting food 

items for the River Food Pantry. The last day to donate will be on Sunday, December 22nd. You can leave 

your donated items by the front door of the church entrance. As a church community we can make a world of 

difference to those in need the most. 

ALTAR BOY WORKSHOP SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22ND: We are hosting a workshop for our current 

Altar Boy & for anyone wanting to join the ranks. We will be going over proper procedure and order for ser-

vices and processions. Anyone who would like to join the Altar boys is Welcome but must be at least 8 years 

old. Come join our blessed tradition of serving God. 

CHRISTMAS CARD: Each year, our Church prepares a Christmas card that is mailed to our entire communi-

ty. Your participation through our Church Christmas Card will not only convey your warmest and personal 

regards, but also frees you from mailing personal cards to many families. This is savings to you and a benefit 

for our parish. To include your name on this year’s Christmas card please complete the flyer that has been 

emailed to you and included in the bulletin, or you can pick one up at the candle stand in the Church. Please 

return completed forms and payment to the church no later then December 9th. 

2025 STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT:  Assumption Greek Orthodox Church depends on the love and 

gratitude of its members in order to perform its sacred ministry. Each member is asked to support the church 

by annually setting his or her own level of giving, in proportion to his or her earnings. This year, we ask you to 

search your heart and conscience, and to seriously consider the many needs of our Church, as you determine 

your Stewardship Pledge of Commitment for 2025. 

     Your giving should be a profound spiritual action, coming as an expression of your love and gratitude to 

God and his church, which blesses you and your family, and preserves and cultivates our Orthodox Christian 

Faith. To be meaningful, your Stewardship Commitment should not be simply a token offering from your sur-

plus resources, but should be a true sacrifice, giving a feeling that “I gave something valuable in order to help 

my Church,” a GOOD FEELING. 

     Our 2025 Parish Budget is counting on drawing $188,000 from Stewardship.  This represents about two-

thirds of our anticipated expenses.  The Parish Council figures our budget to be $310,000 for next year.  Please 

realize that every Stewardship Pledge of Commitment should represent conscientious support of our Church 

for ONE FULL YEAR!  To meet our expenses, Assumption needs an average of about $2,000 from each 

pledging member in 2025.  So you can see how important your contribution is!  Some stewards can give more 

than this; some will give less.  We hope and pray, that every steward can give at least twenty dollars ($20.00) a 

week more or One Thousand forty dollars ($1040.00) over their pledge of last year. 

     How do you become a Steward? In prayer and good conscience, consider the best amount that you can 

commit in support of your Church. Good Stewardship is generous and sacrificial. Then complete and submit 

your Stewardship Pledge Card to the church office. Your thoughtfulness and generosity as always, is greatly 

appreciated.. 
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