YOUTH NEWS FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON: Starting the month of
December, we will be collecting food items for the River Food Pantry. The last
day to donate will be on Sunday December 22nd. You can leave your donated
items by the front door of the church entrance. As a church community we can
make a difference for those in need the most.

Sunday December 15th will be the Sunday school and Greek school Christmas
pageant. The pageant will take place after Liturgy in the church.

RIVER FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION: Starting the month of December, we
will be collecting food items for the River Food Pantry. The last day to donate will
be on Sunday, December 22nd. You can leave your donated items by the front
door of the church entrance. As a church community we can make a world of dif-
ference to those in need the most.

ALTAR BOY WORKSHOP SUNDAY., DECEMBER 22ND: We are hosting a
workshop for our current Altar Boy & for anyone wanting to join the ranks. We
will be going over proper procedure and order for services and processions. Any-
one who would like to join the Altar boys is Welcome but must be at least 8 years
old. Come join our blessed tradition of serving God.

PLEASE REMEMBER THE CHURCH IN YOUR WILL OR ESTATE
PLANNING: As we begin this new year, please consider making a Planned Gift
to the Church. A Planned Gift is an opportunity to leave a legacy that strengthens
the Church and supports its vital ministries and will leave an impact that will be
felt for years to come. It may also give you substantial current tax benefits as well
as estate tax benefits. If you are interested in finding out more about the many
ways that the Church can be included in your will or estate planning, please con-
tact a Parish Council Member.

NEW CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT DRIVE: As a community we have always
tried and succeeded in taking care of and upgrading our Sanctuary and facilities.
We the spirit of continuously improving our church. We are beginning a long
term Capital Improvement Fund Drive. We are looking at 3 particular future pro-
jects. These are the Broken Sewer pipe in our back parking lot, Replacing and
upgrading our current church sound system and remodeling our kitchen. The
months ahead we will be formally setting up a Capital Improvement Fund Drive
Committee who will spearhead the entire process. We ask everyone to consider
this in future giving, funeral memorials and in planned giving. If you are interest-
ed in giving a donation for the Capital Fund please put “Capital Improvement
Fund Drive” on the memo line of the check or mark it on the envelope. Together
we can get these projects finished.

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: While we pray and work for the reconcili-
ation and unity of all the world's Christians, the reality remains that there is still no
intercommunion between our Orthodox Churches and the Churches of the West.
This means that only baptized, chrismated and observant Orthodox faithful receive
Communion in our churches. At the same time, we warmly welcome all non-
Orthodox to join us in prayer and celebration, and humbly offer to all present the
Antidoro bread of fellowship at the end of the service. We offer this important
symbol 'instead of the Gifts', in the words of the Apostle Paul, 'Till we all come to
the unity of the Faith' (Eph. 4.13).
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Sunday, December 15th, 2024
11th Sunday of Luke
Sunday of the Holy Fore Fathers
Eleutherios the Hieromartyr, Bishop of Illyricum, and his mother Anthia

Readings:
Epistle: 2 Timothy 1: 8-18
Gospel: Luke 14: 16-24

Sunday School Greek School Christmas Program

THIS WEEK AT ASSUMPTION
Tuesday, December 17th, 2024
Strict Fast Day
Saint Dionysios of Zakynthos
8:30 a.m.

Orthros followed by Divine Liturgy
Wednesday, December 18th, 2024
Strict Fast Day
7:00 p.m.

Choir Practice
Fr. Christodoulou's Office hours are: Tuesday - Friday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

Memorial
Mary Margetis 3 years Nicholas Margetis 26 years
Theodore (Teddy) Lulias 16 years
May their Memory be Eternal!

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT: The Annual Sunday Church School Christmas Pag-
eant will be held TODAY, immediately following the Divine Liturgy in the
Church. Students have been given their assignments and have been practicing. Let
us show our support for the hard worker our teachers and students have put in to
offer us this wonderful Program.

2025 STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT: Assumption Greek Orthodox Church
depends on the love and gratitude of its members in order to perform its sacred
ministry. Each member is asked to support the church by annually setting his or
her own level of giving, in proportion to his or her earnings. This year, we ask you
to search your heart and conscience, and to seriously consider the many needs of
our Church, as you determine your Stewardship Pledge of Commitment for 2025.

Our 2025 Parish Budget is counting on drawing $188,000 from Steward-
ship. This represents about two-thirds of our anticipated expenses. The Parish
Council figures our budget to be $310,000 for next year. Please realize that every
Stewardship Pledge of Commitment should represent conscientious support of our
Church for ONE FULL YEAR! To meet our expenses, Assumption needs an av-
erage of about $2,000 from each pledging member in 2025. So you can see how
important your contribution is! Some stewards can give more than this; some will
give less. We hope and pray, that every steward can give at least twenty dollars
($20.00) a week more or One Thousand forty dollars ($1040.00) over their pledge
of last year.

How do you become a Steward? In prayer and good conscience, consider the
best amount that you can commit in support of your Church. Good Stewardship is
generous and sacrificial. Then complete and submit your Stewardship Pledge Card
to the church office.

called us with a holy calling, not in virtue of our works but in virtue of his own
purpose and the grace which he gave us in Christ Jesus ages ago, and now has
manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death
and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. For this gospel I was
appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, and therefore I suffer as I do. But I
am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am sure that he is able to
guard until that Day what has been entrusted to me. Follow the pattern of the
sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in
Christ Jesus; guard the truth that has been entrusted to you by the Holy Spirit who
dwells within us. You are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me,
and among them Phygelus and Hermogenes. May the Lord grant mercy to the
household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me; he was not ashamed of my
chains, but when he arrived in Rome he searched for me eagerly and found me —
may the Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that Day — and you well
know all the service he rendered at Ephesus.

Ex 100 kKatd Aovkdv ayiov Evayyegriov 10 avayvoopa

Einev 6 Koplog v mopoforinyv tontnv: AvOpondc Ti¢ énoince deinvov péyo kai
gkbrece ToAAOVOG Kol dméotethe TOV dodAov avtod Tff dpa Tod deimvou einelv Toig
kekAnpuévols Epyxecbe, OtL f1on Etod €ott mvTo. Kol fip&avio Amd Hidg Topot-
1616001 TAVTEC. 6 TPHTOC £lmMEV AVTA" AypdV Nydpaca, Kol Exm avaykny EeADsiv
Kol i8etv avtov: Epotd of, Exe pe mopnTEévov. kai Etepog eime (gbyn Podv
Nyopaca mEvte, Kol TOPEVOUOL SOKIUACHL OVTH EPMTM GE, EXE LUE TAPTTNLEVOV.
Kai £tepoc sime yovoixa Eymua, kol S1d TodTo 0 SHvapon EMOiv. Kol Tapayevous-
vog 6 doDAog Ekeivog amyyelhe T® Kupim odTod TadTa. T0TE dpYLodelg 6 oikode-
omdng eine 16 SovAm adTod: EEeADe Tayimg eic Tag mAoteiog kai popog Tfig TOAe-
©C, Kol TOVG TTMYOVG Koi Gvompovg kod x®AoDE Kol TveAoDS eichyoye Mde. kol
ginev 6 Sodhog KUpLe, Yéyovev g émétofag, Kol ETt Tomog éoTi. Kol elmev 6 KOpLOg
POG TOV dodAov: EENDE i TAG 0B0VG Kol Ppaylovg Kol avaykaoov iceldely, va
yeodii 6 oikoc pov. Aéyw yap VUV ETL OVSElC TV AVOPdY EKeivov TEV Ke-
K\pévav yevoetol pov tod deimvov. IToAlol yap giot kAntoi, OAlyol 8¢ exiekTol.

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Luke

The Lord said this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many;
and at the time of the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been
invited, ‘Come; for all is now ready.” But they all alike began to make excuses.
The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I go out and see it; I pray you,
have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I must
go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have mar-
ried a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So the servant came and reported this to
his master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to
the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and
lame.” And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and there
is still room.” And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and
hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you,
none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet. For many are called,
but few are chosen.’”

SACRAMENT OF HOLY CONFESSION: As we begin the Nativity Fast
(Advent), we should all prepare for the Birth of our Savior by partaking of the
Sacrament of Holy Confession. Make an appointment with your Spiritual Father.
For details, see Fr. Christodoulos.




Resurrection Hymn
"Hyog A &
‘EE Dyovg kotiilbeg 0 ebomhayyvog, Taenv KotedéEm Tpujpepov, va Mg
€levbepdong 1dv Tabdv. H on kol 1| Avdotacic nudv, Kopie 66&a cot.
Mode Plagal of the Fourth
From the heights didst Thou come down, O Compassionate One. And Thou didst
submit to three day burial that from the passions Thou might deliver us. O our Life
and Resurrection, O Lord, glory be to Thee.
Hymn for the Forefathers
3
Hyoc p
‘Ev miotel tovg [pomdtopag Edwkaincac, v € EBv@v o1’ adt®v Tpopvnoten-
obapevog Exkinciov. Koavydvtor év 86&n ol Ayiot, &1L €k OTEPUATOG OOTAV,
VIAPYEL KAPTOG EVKAENG, 1 AomOPpwg TekoDGh o€. Taig avtdv ikeciolg, Xpiote 6
Ogbg, DGOV TOG YVYUG NUAV.
Second Mode
By faith You justified the Forefathers, having through them betrothed to yourself
the Church that came out of the nations. The saints are boasting in glory; for the
glorious fruit, the Virgin who without seed gave birth to You, is from their proge-
ny. At their entreaties, O Christ our God, save our souls.
Hymn for the Saint
"Hyog mh. o
Tepéwv modnpel KATAKOGLOVLEVOS, Kol aipdtmv Toig peiBpoig Emotalopevos, T@
Agomot cov Xpotd paxop avédpapes, Elevbipie cooé, kabapéta 10D Zatdv.
A ) mavon tpecPfed@v, VIEP TOV TIOTEL TYOVTOV, TV Hokapiov cov GOANcLY.
Mode Plagal of the First
You were fully adorned with the sacred priestly robes. * You were dripping with
streams of your own martyric blood. * In this state, you ran to Christ your Master,
O blessed Saint * Eleftherius, destroyer of Satan; you are wise. * Therefore cease
not interceding * for us who loyally honor * your blessed contest of martyrdom.
Hymn for the Dormition of the Theotokos
'Hyog o
‘Ev i} ['evvioet, v mapbeviav épvratac. 'Ev i Kowroet, tOv K6opov o0 Katéht-
neg Ogotdke. Metéotng mpog v Lonv, Mnmp drdpyovca tijg Lmfic, Kol tolg
npeaPeioug toic oaig AvTpovpév, €K Bavatov Tag Yoy NUOV.
First Mode
You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell asleep in death yet did not
desert the world, O Theotokos. You were transported to life, as you are Mother of
Life and, by virtue of your intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
Kontakion
‘Hyog I’
‘H TlapBévog onuepov, tOV mpoatdviov Adyov, &v IZaniaie Epyetal, AmTOTEKEV
amopprtmg. Xopeve 1 oikovpévn akovticbeioa, d0Eacov petd Ayyéhov Kol Tdv
Towévav, povAndévta émoedival, ITadiov véov, Tov Tpod aidvey Ogdv.
Third Mode
On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffably,
Who was before all the ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the gladsome tid-
ings; with the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him Who is willing to be
gazed on as a young Child Who before the ages is God.

The reading is from Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy
Timothy, my son, do not be ashamed of testifying to our Lord, nor of me his pris-
oner, but share in suffering for the gospel in the power of God, who saved us and

THE PROPHETS: INSPIRED MEN OF GOD: Who were the prophets? They
are often mistakenly thought of as being nothing more than fortunetellers and
soothsayers. While they were given a certain amount of insight into the future by
God, the prophets of the Old Testament were called by the Lord for far greater
work.

The people of Israel had become a nation. They had been delivered from slav-
ery in Egypt, and had been given God’s Laws to follow. God’s chosen people,
however, were constantly forgetting their promises to God, falling back into a life
marked by immorality. Time and again, the Israelites needed to be reminded of
their dependence on the One True God. This, then, was the role of the prophets:
they were sent by God to bring His people back to Him.

The prophets and their message were generally not well received by those to
whom they were sent. Despite being met with opposition and persecution, they
continued to fearlessly condemn the morals of their own day, stressing a need to
repent and return to the life that the Israelites had abandoned.

It was also the role of some of the prophets to tell of the coming of the Messiah.
Christ would one day show that He was truly the Fulfillment of all of the messian-
ic prophecies.

TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR CHRISTMAS:

1. Thou shalt not leave “Christ” out of Christmas, making it “Xmas”. To some,
“X” is an unknown.

2. Thou shalt prepare thy soul for Christmas. Spend not so much on gifts that
thy soul is forgotten.

3. Thou shalt not let commercialism replace Christ, thus robbing the day of its
spiritual reality.

4. Thou shalt not burden the sales clerk, the mailman, and family with com-
plaints and demands.

5. Thou shalt give thyself with thy gift. This will increase its value a hundred
fold, and he who receives it shall treasure it forever.

6. Thou shalt not value gifts received by their cost. Even the least expensive
may signify love, and this is more priceless than silver and gold.

7. Thou shalt not neglect the needy. Share thy blessings with the many that shall
go hungry and cold unless thou art generous.

8. Thou shalt not neglect thy Church. Its services highlight the true meaning of
the season.

9. Thou shalt be as a little child. Not until thou has become in spirit as a little
one are thou ready to enter the kingdom of Heaven.

10. Thou shalt give thy heart to Christ. Let Him be at the top of thy Christ list.

Anyone keeping these commandments is sure to have a blessed Christmas.

FROM THE FATHERS: The Holy Eucharist is the first, most important, and
greatest miracle of Christ. All the other Gospel miracles are secondary. How could
we not call the greatest miracle the fact that simple bread and wine were once
transformed by the Lord into His very Body and His very Blood, and then have
continued to be transformed for nearly two thousand years by the prayers of
priests, who are but simple human beings? And what is more, this mystery
has continued to effect a miraculous change in those people who communicate of
the Divine Mysteries with faith and humility.

- St. Ambrose of Optina



BLESSING OF THE WATERS

Join the Orthodox Communities of Assumption, Saints Cyril & Methodius &
Saint Ignatius in coming together for a Blessing of Lake Monona.

We will be gathering on Sunday, January 7th at Brittingham Beach at 701 W
Brittingham Pl in Madison. Service will begin at 1:30 p.m. If the Ice thickness is
sufficient we will be just off shore on Monona Bay.

This a wonderful blessing not only for our communities but also for the entire
Madison Area.

When: Sunday, January 12,
2025 at 1:30 p.m.

Where: Brittingham Beach on

Lake Monona. 701 W. Brittingham
Pl. Madison, WI

2025 Parish outing to the
Madison Capitol's Hockey Team

On Saturday. February 222 2025 we will have a Parish
Outing to the Madison Capitol’s Hockey Game vs the
Youngstown Phantoms

This year we have one of the Suites reserved for the
church. This means we will only have 30 tickets available.
The cost is still pending.

RSVP with Fr. Christodoulos

Join us for what is sure to be a great night of fun &
fellowship.



