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The Paradox of Love & power 
Understanding the Nature of God 

     The Orthodox Christian faith rests upon the fundamental belief in a God who is both 

infinitely loving and all-powerful. This understanding, however, is not without its com-

plexities. How can a God who is all-loving allow suffering and evil to exist in the world? 

How can a God who is all-powerful respect human free will? These are questions that 

have occupied theologians and philosophers for centuries, and the Orthodox tradition of-

fers a nuanced and profound perspective on this apparent paradox. 

The Trinity: Love as the Essence of God 

     At the heart of the Orthodox understanding of God is the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. 

God is one in essence, yet exists in three distinct persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

This Trinity is not simply a mathematical formula, but a dynamic relationship of love. 

The Father eternally begets the Son, and the Holy Spirit eternally proceeds from the Fa-

ther, binding them together in an unending communion of love. This love is not some-

thing that God has, it is what God is. 

     This Trinitarian understanding has profound implications for how we understand 

God's love for humanity. The creation of the world itself is an act of divine love, an over-

flowing of the divine life into the realm of being. Moreover, the incarnation of the Son of 

God, Jesus Christ, is the ultimate expression of God's love, demonstrating His willing-

ness to enter into the depths of human experience and suffer alongside His creation. As 

St. John the Evangelist writes, "God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 

Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life" (John 

3:16). 

Omnipotence: Power Understood Through Kenosis 

     The Orthodox Church affirms the omnipotence of God, His unlimited power and au-

thority over all creation. However, this power is not understood as arbitrary or coercive. 

Rather, it is intimately connected to God's love and expressed through the concept of ke-

nosis, or self-emptying. 

     In Philippians 2:5-8, St. Paul describes Christ's kenosis, His voluntary emptying of 

Himself, taking on the form of a servant and humbling Himself to the point of death on 

the cross. This act of self-sacrificial love reveals the true nature of divine power. God's 

power is not about domination or control, but about service and sacrifice. It is the power 

to create, to heal, to forgive, and to raise from the dead. 

     This understanding of divine power has implications for how we understand human 

free will. God, in His love, grants humanity the freedom to choose, even if that choice 

leads to sin and suffering. He does not force His will upon us, but patiently waits for our 

return to Him. As St. Isaac the Syrian writes, "He has not willed that we should be con-
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strained by force; but He has opened before us a way that is without constraint, the way of love, that we may 

choose life." 

The Mystery of Suffering: Love in the Crucible of Pain 

     One of the most challenging aspects of understanding God's nature is reconciling His love and omnipotence 

with the existence of suffering and evil in the world. If God is all-loving, why does He allow pain and tragedy? 

If He is all-powerful, why doesn't He prevent it? 

     The Orthodox tradition offers no easy answers to these questions, recognizing the mystery of suffering as a 

profound theological and existential challenge. However, it offers several key insights that can guide our un-

derstanding: 

The Fall and its Consequences: The Orthodox Church teaches that suffering and death entered the world 

through the disobedience of Adam and Eve, the first humans. This "fall" from grace disrupted the harmony of 

creation and introduced sin, corruption, and mortality into the world. Suffering, therefore, is not part of God's 

original plan, but a consequence of human free will. 

Suffering as a Means of Growth: While God does not cause suffering, He can use it to bring about spiritual 

growth and transformation. Through suffering, we can learn humility, compassion, and reliance on God. As St. 

Paul writes, "we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, 

character; and character, hope" (Romans 5:3-4). 

The Cross and the Resurrection: The ultimate example of God's love in the face of suffering is the crucifixion 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Christ, the incarnate Son of God, willingly embraced suffering and death on 

the cross, conquering sin and death and opening the way to salvation for all humanity. The cross, therefore, is 

not a symbol of defeat, but of victory, a testament to the transformative power of divine love. 

Trusting in God's Providence 

     The Orthodox Church teaches that God is not only loving and all-powerful, but also providential. This 

means that He is actively involved in the world, guiding and sustaining all creation according to His loving 

purpose. Even in the midst of suffering and uncertainty, we can trust that God is working for our ultimate 

good. 

     This trust in God's providence is not passive resignation, but an active engagement with life, rooted in faith 

and hope. It involves recognizing our limitations, surrendering our will to God, and seeking His guidance in all 

things. As the Psalmist writes, "Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to 

pass" (Psalm 37:5). 

     The nature of God as both loving and all-powerful is a profound mystery that transcends human compre-

hension. Yet, the Orthodox Christian tradition offers a rich and nuanced understanding of this paradox, rooted 

in the doctrine of the Trinity, the concept of kenosis, and the reality of God's providence. 

     While we may never fully grasp the depths of God's love and power, we can approach Him with humility, 

faith, and trust. Through prayer, participation in the sacraments, and the study of Scripture, we can deepen our 

relationship with Him and experience the transformative power of His love in our lives. Even in the face of 

suffering and uncertainty, we can find comfort and hope in the knowledge that God is with us, guiding us to-

wards His eternal Kingdom. 

+Very Rev. Archimandrite Christodoulos Margellos 



 

The Parish Council Update 
March 2024 

 

Officers:  Christy Chappell Belkin; President, Bill Margetis, Vice President; Bruce Hansen, Secretary; 

Scott Storck ,Treasurer; Niko Papadopoulos, Assistant Treasurer 

Members: Conn Choles, Nick Helser, Bill Margetis, Maria Molzahn, Mike Smith, Jim Katsihtis, Telly 

Fatsis 

 

Greek Fest+ 2024 Update - Mark your Calendars & Volunteer (September 7 & 8) 

 

     The plans for our church festival are coming together!  Thank you to all of you who have already stepped 

up to lead and volunteer for our festival.  I know many of you have invited neighbors and helped promote the 

festival among your networks. We are blessed that the Madison community continues to love coming out for 

Greek Fest, and that is due to both God’s provision and protection over the event as well as because each one 

of you play a part in making it a welcoming, delicious, and joyful celebration. 

 

Greek Fest Meetings - open to all 8/4, 8/18, and 9/1 

 

     We will host three in-person meetings at church after Liturgy between now and the festival for anyone in-

terested in hearing the latest and helping us finish up plans. Greek Fest meetings will be Sundays, August 4, 

August 18, and September 1. 

 

Thank you to all Volunteers   

 

     Thank you for the 50 people who have already signed up to serve! And thank you to Maria Molzahn for 

managing the volunteer sign-ups and job assignments. 

 

We Still Need More Help 

 

     As of August 1, about half of the Greek Fest+ volunteer shifts still need to be covered by volunteers. We 

welcome any time you are able to give. Here are examples of the kinds of jobs we’re looking to fill: 

• Certified crowd managers to control traffic flow, reduce congestion and direct guests where to go during 

the festival.  A 2-hour online training is required to get certified and prepare you to help in the unlikely 

event of an emergency ($20, reimbursable by the church). These roles can be mostly seated but do require 

mobility; some indoor spots. 

• Set up/Tear down to help set up tables and chairs and remove them from the street, and pack up both days 

after the fest shuts down. We really need additional help on Sunday 9/8  night to tear down from 6 to 8 

PM. Many hands make light work! 

• Serving food in the big food tent in the back parking lot, as well as out front at the gyros and fries station. 

• Calling anyone skilled at operating an electric gyro knife! This essential skill is key to providing a great 

experience for our guests (and we would love for the small, dedicated gyro crew to get much needed 

breaks during the festival). Please reach out to Maria M. or Christy B. if you can help slice gyros on Satur-

day or Sunday (or both days).  

Sign up to Volunteer for Greek Fest using this form: https://tinyurl.com/AGOCVol And if the online 

form gives you trouble, contact Maria M. or Christy B. directly.  Thanks! 

Maintenance Updates 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING:  Will be held on Tuesday, November 19th at 7:00 p.m. 

PHILOPTOCHOS MEETING:  The Next meeting will be on Tuesday, November 12th at 6:30 p.m. via 

Zoom. 

THIRD ANNUAL PARISH CHILI COOK OFF:  Will be on Sunday, November 10th after church, during 

coffee hour we will have the church chili cook off! Families can bring their favorite chili recipe to share, fami-

lies will then vote on their favorite chili. The winner will then be rewarded with the golden koutala- spatu-

la!  There will be a $7 dollar entrance fee but Children 5 and under along with Veterens will eat for Free.  All 

Proceeds will go towards Sunday school. 

YOUTH FAMILY NIGHT: On Friday November 15th: in the church hall we will have a Kolyva Family 

Night at 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm. During this event students will learn how to make kolyva for a memorial service 

that Father will use on Sunday. There will be pizza, fall desserts, and fun fall games for children and families 

to play! See Flier for more details. 

SOCIAL MEDIA PARISH PHOTOGRAPHER: We are looking for a parishioner to volunteer to take 

charge of running our parishes social media presence as well as take Pictures during services and events.  If 

you are interested please see Fr. Christodoulos. 

CHURCH OFFICE VOLUNTEER NEEDED:  We are looking for someone who is available to come in 

once a week to take care of some office Administrative work.  If interested please see Fr. Christodoulos or 

Christy Chappell-Belkin for more information. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS NEEDED: Parish Council Elections will be in December and we are al-

ways looking for new parishioners to join the ranks of our Parish Council.  Please take some prayerful consid-

eration and see Fr. Christodoulos or any Parish council member for more information.   

2024 GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL RETREAT: Fanari Camp's newest retreat for High School Girls will be held 

November 22-24th.  Registration opens Monday, October 14th at noon.  The goal of the retreat is to connect to 

Christ and one another as we navigate our lives. We will do this through:  

• Building relationships with friends and mentors 

• Learning how the faith can help us navigate stressors 

The retreat will be held at the Saint Iakovos Retreat Center. Cost is $250. www.fanari.camp/girlsretreat 

PARISH ADULT RELIGIOUD EDUCATION CLASSES: A.R.E. classes have begun. We will be continu-

ing the Gospel of John. Classes are on Wednesday’s at 11:00 a.m. for in person classes and On Thursday’s at 

6:30 p.m. via Zoom.  Everyone is welcome to join us.  

GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING: Sunday, November 17th immediately after the Divine Liturgy.  Many 

important issues will be discussed. 

     AGENDA,  Opening Prayer, Election of Assembly Presiding Officer, Minutes of Previous Regular General 

Assembly, Pastor’s Report, Proposed Budget for 2025, Committee Reports, Election of Three Member Audit 

Committee, Old Business, New Business, Closing Prayer. 

CHRISTMAS CARD: Each year, our Church prepares a Christmas card that is mailed to our entire communi-

ty. Your participation through our Church Christmas Card will not only convey your warmest and personal 

regards, but also frees you from mailing personal cards to many families. This is savings to you and a benefit 

for our parish. To include your name on this year’s Christmas card please complete the flyer that has been 

emailed to you and included in the bulletin, or you can pick one up at the candle stand in the Church. Please 

return completed forms and payment to the church no later then December 9th. 

PLEASE REMEMBER THE CHURCH IN YOUR WILL OR ESTATE PLANNING:  As we begin this 

new year, please consider making a Planned Gift to the Church.  A Planned Gift is an opportunity to leave a 

legacy that strengthens the Church and supports its vital ministries and will leave an impact that will be felt for 

years to come.  It may also give you substantial current tax benefits as well as estate tax benefits.  If you are 

interested in finding out more about the many ways that the Church can be included in your will or estate plan-

ning, please contact a Parish Council Member. 

https://www.fanari.camp/girlsretreat
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