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• Greek School:                     
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• Choir Director:                 
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The Radiant Triumph 

Pascha, the celebration of Christ's glorious Resurrection, stands as the crown jewel of 

the Orthodox liturgical year. Far more than just an Easter Sunday celebration, it's a cul-

mination, a joyous eruption of light after a period of introspection and spiritual prepara-

tion. This article delves into the rich tapestry of traditions, practices, and profound signif-

icance of Pascha within the Orthodox faith. 

A Journey of Preparation 

The 40 days of Great Lent leading up to Pascha serve as a pilgrimage inward, a time 

for repentance, fasting, and prayer. Orthodox Christians embark on a journey of self-

discovery, confronting their shortcomings and seeking reconciliation with God and oth-

ers. This period of preparation culminates in Holy Week, a week charged with anticipa-

tion and heightened spiritual intensity. 

Holy Week: A Drama Unfolding 

Each day of Holy Week holds profound significance, transporting participants 

through the final moments of Christ's earthly ministry. Palm Sunday commemorates Je-

sus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem, while Holy Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday recount the events leading to his betrayal, arrest, trial, and crucifixion. 

Great and Holy Friday: A Day of Mourning 

Great and Holy Friday is a day of profound mourning. Churches are adorned in 

black, symbolizing grief. The veneration of the Holy Cross, the instrument of Christ's 

suffering and sacrifice, takes center stage. It's a day of somber reflection, a time to con-

template the gravity of Christ's sacrifice and the immense love it embodies. 

The Glorious Vigil: Anticipation and Light 

As the sun sets on Great and Holy Friday, a dramatic shift unfolds. The Paschal Vig-

il, a service commencing late on Saturday night and extending into the early hours of 

Sunday morning, marks a turning point. The church, initially shrouded in darkness, grad-

ually comes alive with the flickering light of candles. Prayers of anticipation build, cul-

minating in the joyous proclamation of "Christ is Risen!" 

The Feast of Feasts: A Celebration of Life 

Pascha Sunday erupts in a joyous celebration. Churches are adorned in white and 

gold, symbolizing the radiant light of Christ's Resurrection. Warm embraces are ex-

changed, echoing the greeting "Christ is Risen!" – "Truly He is Risen!" Festive hymns 

fill the air, and a communal meal of fellowship breaks the Lenten fast. The atmosphere is 

one of pure joy, a celebration of life's ultimate triumph over death. 

Beyond the Celebration: A Renewed Life 

The joy of Pascha extends beyond the celebratory feast. The "Bright Week" follow-

ing Pascha is a continuation of the celebration, a time for visiting loved ones and sharing 

the Paschal message of hope and renewal. The lessons learned and the spiritual transfor-
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The Parish Council Update 
March 2024 

 

Officers:  Christy Chappell Belkin; President, Bill Margetis, Vice President; Bruce Hansen, Secretary; 

Scott Storck ,Treasurer; Niko Papadopoulos, Assistant Treasurer 

Members: Conn Choles, Nick Helser, Bill Margetis, Maria Molzahn, Mike Smith, Jim Katsihtis, Telly 

Fatsis 

 

Next General Assembly is Sunday, April 14 

     We will gather for our Spring General Assembly to approve the church budget on April 14 after Liturgy in 

the social hall. 
 

All-Church Cleaning Day on Saturday, April 20 at 9 AM! 

     Our all-church cleaning day will be Saturday, April 20 to help prepare the church for Holy Week and 

Pascha services., If you are able to come out on Saturday 4/20 even if it’s just for a couple of hours, it would 

help a great deal to speed up the cleaning and lighten the load. We will be doing tasks like cleaning the inside 

of the church, polishing the pews, preparing for the floral decorations, etc. Please join us at the church by 9 

AM Saturday (although we would welcome any time you can give!). We’ll have the coffee on and will pro-

vide snacks. 
 

Palm Sunday Plaki Meal, April 28 

     Once again we will host the traditional Palm Sunday fish dinner after Divine Liturgy on Palm Sunday. The 

price is $15/per plate for adults and $10 for children 10 and under.  

Sign up online and reserve your dinners by April 21 at https://bit.ly/Plaki24 
 

Pascha Anastasi Lamb Dinner, May 5 after Holy Saturday Midnight Service 

     All are invited to come celebrate the Lord’s resurrection together by sharing in the Anastasi Mea! Please 

plan to join us if you can! If you RSVP by April 28, the price will be $20/per plate for adults and $15 for chil-

dren 10 and under. Limited quantities will be available at the door for $25/$20 per plate respectively. Sign up 

online by April 28 at https://bit.ly/AGOC_Lamb  
 

Greek Fest+ 2024 Update - Mark your Calendars & Volunteer (September 7 & 8) 

     Maria Molzahn and Christy Belkin will be co-chairing Greek Fest+ this year and we’re looking forward to 

putting on another great event for our church and the Madison community! Thank you to all of you who have 

already stepped up to lead and volunteer for our festival. It’s a joy to do this with you all.  
 

Greek Fest Hours:  

Saturday, Sept 7 from 12 PM to 7 PM  

Sunday, Sept 8 from 11 AM to 6 PM 

 

Next Parish Council Meeting April 16 

     The next Parish Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 16th at 7:00PM.  The Parish Council typi-

cally meets on the third Tuesday of the month.  
 

On behalf of the Parish Council, 
 

Christy Chappell Belkin 

President 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING:  Will be held on Tuesday, April 16th, at 7:00 p.m. 

PHILOPTOCHOS CHAPTER MEETING:  Will be held on Sunday, March 17th, following Liturgy. 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASS: A.R.E. classes have begun.  We are currently reading the 

Gospel of John soon.  Classes are on Wednesday’s at 11:00 a.m. for in person classes and On Thursday’s at 

6:30 p.m. via Zoom.  Everyone is welcome to join us.  

WOMEN’S SPIRITUAL MEETING:  Women's spiritual  zoom meetings will be on Thursday, April 18th at 

7:00 p.m.  If you are interested in participating and you haven't signed in yet please contact Peli Galiti 

at pegaliti@gmail.com  You will get the zoom link in your email. 

PLEASE REMEMBER THE CHURCH IN YOUR WILL OR ESTATE PLANNING:  As we begin this 

new year, please consider making a Planned Gift to the Church.  A Planned Gift is an opportunity to leave a 

legacy that strengthens the Church and supports its vital ministries and will leave an impact that will be felt for 

years to come.  It may also give you substantial current tax benefits as well as estate tax benefits.  If you are 

interested in finding out more about the many ways that the Church can be included in your will or estate plan-

ning, please contact a Parish Council Member. 

NEW CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT DRIVE:  As a community we have always tried and succeeded in tak-

ing care of and upgrading our Sanctuary and facilities.  We the spirit of continuously improving our church.  

We are beginning a long term Capital Improvement Fund Drive.  We are looking at 3 particular future pro-

jects.  These are the Broken Sewer pipe in our back parking lot, Replacing and upgrading our current church 

sound system and remodeling our kitchen.  The months ahead we will be formally setting up a Capital Im-

provement Fund Drive Committee who will spearhead the entire process.  We ask everyone to consider this in 

future giving, funeral memorials and in planned giving.  If you are interested in giving a donation for the Capi-

tal Fund please put “Capital Improvement Fund Drive” on the memo line of the check or mark it on the enve-

lope.  Together we can get these projects finished. 

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED:  Dear members and parents. If you or your children would be interested in 

serving in the Altar please come see me.  We are need on children and men of all ages to help bolster our Altar 

server ranks especially during Lent, Holy Week & Pascha. Children should be 8 and up. 

HOLY CONFESSION IS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF LENT: Each of us should go to the priest for Holy 

Confession during this period of Advent.  Our very salvation can be threatened when we ignore this most 

beautiful sacrament of our Church.  Make time year  to call your Father Confessor for an appointment. 

CHURCH CLEANING FOR PASCHA:  As we do every year in preparation for Holy Week & Pascha we 

will be asking all parishioners to come join us on Saturday, April 20th beginning at 10:00 a.m. to help us clean 

the church and polish our Holy items.  This is a bit earlier then usual as we will have His Eminence Metropoli-

tan Nathanael joining us on the Saturday of Lazarus.  Come help us beautify our church. 

PALM SUNDAY LUNCHEON:  On Sunday, April 28th our Parish Council is hosting our Annual Palm Sun-

day Luncheon.  We will have a traditional Palm Sunday Meal of baked fish with sides, a salad and fresh bread.  

Dessert will also be provided.  The Cost of the meal is $15.  Please R.S.V.P. after liturgies or by clicking the 

link https://forms.gle/smrP7PM1AQuxWP8c7.  Please reserve by Sunday April 21st, 2023. 

ANASTASI MEAL FOLLOWING RESURRECTION SERVICE:  All are invited to join us for an Anasta-

si Lamb Dinner, Immediately following Thr Holy Resurrection Divine Liturgy on Pascha.  In the Assumption 

Community Center Downstairs.  Cost will be $20 for Adults & $15 for Children 10 & Under.  Please R.S.V.P 

by Sunday, April 28th, by Clicking Link. I Hope to see many of you joining us on Pascha Night. https://

forms.gle/Xb7S3Begd8ok4krAA 

PHILOPTOCHOS TSOURAKI SALE: Greek Easter Bread, Order by Sunday, April 21, 2024. The cost is 

$12 per bread and you can order at link below.  All orders can be picked up between Friday, May 3rd through 

Sunday, May 5th.   

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/5NSRFAV9F19T2/checkout/JAFMKA2LXU5UVNGIISXJBQLQ 
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https://chicago.goarch.org/lentenretreat24-draft/
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mation experienced during Great Lent are meant to be carried forward, shaping everyday life and guiding indi-

viduals on their ongoing spiritual journey. 

Symbolism and Traditions 

Orthodox Pascha is adorned with rich symbolism and cherished traditions. The Paschal egg, a symbol of 

new life emerging from death, is exchanged as a joyous reminder of Christ's Resurrection. The Paschal candle, 

representing the light of Christ conquering darkness, illuminates the church during the vigil service. The tradi-

tional Paschal bread, often adorned with a cross, is shared during the celebratory feast. These traditions serve 

as tangible reminders of the profound spiritual message of Pascha. 

A Celebration for All 

Pascha transcends ethnicity and cultural boundaries. Orthodox communities worldwide celebrate the Res-

urrection with similar fervor, each region adding its own unique traditions and customs to the tapestry of the 

feast. 

Orthodox Pascha stands as a testament to the enduring power of hope and the transformative power of 

faith. It's a celebration that transcends the boundaries of time and culture, offering a message of hope and re-

newal that resonates across generations. The journey of preparation, the somber reflection of Holy Week, and 

the joyous eruption of Pascha Sunday paint a powerful picture of faith, sacrifice, and the ultimate triumph of 

life over death. 

+Very Rev. Archimandrite Christodoulos Margellos 


