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• Parish Priest: Very Rever-

end Archimandrite Chris-

todoulos Margellos 

• Parish Council President:  

Jim (Demetrios) Katsihtis 

• Philoptochos President:  

Maria Molzahn 

• Sunday School  Directors:      

Susu Saba 

• Greek School:                     

Ilektra Kolokouri 

• Choir Director:                 

George Tzougros 

EVIL IS OUT THERE 

We found out first hand in our lives how much evil truly exists in this world twenty 

two years ago, when the first of three planes hit their target on Sept 11th, 2001.  Forever 

embedded into our minds, I would bet each and every one of you could tell me where 

you were the moment you heard that devastating news.  This of course is just one exam-

ple of evil that exists in this world, I could go on and name many other events that would 

demonstrate my point, but now you may ask why I am speaking about evil in general.  I 

was watching a show, and the two characters were having a debate about their children, 

and whether or not they should let them know about evil.  I heard this and began to con-

template. 

As Orthodox Christians we are confronted everyday with evil, and it would be a dis-

service to believe that we or our children either cannot or should not be informed about 

evil.  I think it is essential that our children should not be kept in the dark on such mat-

ters, for only by preparing them can we expect them to make the right choices when con-

fronted by the evil one.  Christ did not shy away from the evil when He departed into the 

desert for forty days and was tempted by evil one himself.  Satan tried as he could to get 

Christ to fall into sin, but Christ showed us all a path on how to take evil and throw it to 

the side.  Here we see that Christ did not shy away from confronting evil.  Within our 

Orthodox Church, our beliefs and ideals, as well as what the Church Fathers say and 

what we are taught in scripture, provide for us, I believe, a simple answer.  

First, and foremost we must instruct our children in the learning and practicing of our 

Orthodox Christian Faith.  Then, we must learn to trust that our children are capable of 

overcoming the greatest of evils of this world through their faith in Jesus Christ.  So as 

we do this, we must preface our lessons by being examples of faith, building up and rein-

forcing their faith in Jesus Christ.  We cannot hope for any of us to overcome any evil, if 

we do not in the process live or strengthen our own faith in Christ.  Much like if someone 

were to run a marathon, we would not expect them to do no training and only show up 

the day of the marathon, and finish the race.  No you would need to train for months if 

not years to be able to accomplish that feat. 

The same must happen with our faith and especially the faith of our children; it must 

be a training process.  Not just a hope that when the challenge presents itself, that we 

hope they do the right thing.  Only through constantly taking the path laid before us by 

the saints and martyrs, can we hope to join the ranks of those countless that have suc-

ceeded in their journey.  Only by talking with our children and informing them of the 

challenges and evils that they will surely face, can we hope that they will overcome them 

when the time comes.  So remember that through the guidance of the Church, along with 

your faithful participation and example can you can prepare your children for the diffi-

culties of life, and keep them on the path to salvation. –Fr. Christodoulos 





 

The Parish Council Update 
June/July 2023 

 

Officers:  Jim Katsihtis, President; Christy Chappell-Belkin, Vice President; Bruce Hansen, Secretary; 

Scott Storck ,Treasurer; Niko Papadopoulos, Assistant Treasurer 

Members: , Conn Choles, Peter Georgalan, Carol Griskavich, Nick Helser, Bill Margetis, Maria Mol-

zahn, Mike Smith. 

 

     In October, one of the many Saints we commemorate is Philip, the Apostle of the 70 (October 11).  In the 

book of Acts we read about how he was chosen as one of the seven deacons to help care for the widows and 

needy.  We later read that he helped the Ethiopian eunuch understand the scriptures and preached Christ to 

him, leading to the eunuch’s belief and baptism. 

     We often point to that passage to show that it is only within the Church that we have the true understanding 

and interpreting of the Scriptures.  “How can I [understand], unless someone guides me?”, asked the eunuch.  I 

recall a priest who once said he won’t be drawn into a debate about the Bible with a non-Christian, simply re-

minding them…”it’s not your book, it’s the Church’s.”   

GreekFest+ 

     Thank you to Father Christodoulos, our GreekFest Co-Chairpersons Maria Katsaros-Molzahn and Christy 

Chappell-Belkin, and to all who volunteered to make GreekFest+ such a success and so much fun!  The final 

numbers are not available yet, but it looks like we had a record year! And in addition, we enjoyed and shared 

authentic food and culture, fellowship and our faith with the community. 

Luncheon Honoring our beloved Chanter, Lenny Fafalios 

     We had a beautiful and wonderful luncheon honoring Lenny for 50 years of service as a chanter.  Thank 

you to everyone involved in making it so special and memorable, especially Kathie for her insight and for her 

portions of the program, Telly and Beth Fatsis for the delicious meal they prepared, and George and the choir 

for singing one of Lenny’s favorite hymns!  We again thank Lenny and pray that our Lord blesses him and his 

family and grants him xronia polla! 

Save the Dates - Bucks Greek Night & Fall General Assembly 

     This year’s Milwaukee Bucks Greek Night will be on Monday December 11.  We will send out information 

as soon as our group ticket sales become available. 

     The Fall General Assembly will be on Sunday November 5th following Divine Liturgy. 

ship, ministries, youth programs and facility expenses.  Our goal is for stewardship to cover our operating ex-

penses without the need for fundraisers.  Please help us reach that goal.  And please consider joining the Stew-

ardship Committee to provide input and help us grow and engage our stewards in a life in Christ. 

Next Parish Council Meeting 

     The next Parish Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 17 at 7:00PM.  Parish Council meet-

ings will typically be scheduled on the third Tuesday of the month.  

 

On behalf of the Parish Council, 

 

Jim 

407-408-3096 

jkatsihtis@gmail.com 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING:  Will be held on Tuesday, November 14th at 7:00 p.m. 

PHILOPTOCHOS MEETING:  Our next Philoptochos meeting will be on Tuesday, November 28th via 

Zoom. 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASS: A.R.E. classes have begun.  We will be reading the book 

”Words of the Heart” about the life and teachings Gerondissa Makrina Vassopoulou.  Classes are on Wednes-

day’s at 11:00 a.m. for in person classes and On Thursday’s at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom.  Everyone is welcome to 

join us.  

ROOF REPLACEMENT CAPITAL CAMPAIGN MATCHING DRIVE:  We are blessed to have an 

anonymous donors who has offered to match up to $15,000 for the roof replacement.  The Roof will run 

around $35,000 and we would like to get it completely covered through donations.  Currently we have gath-

ered almost half.  If you are interested in giving a donation for the roof put “Roof Donation” on the memo line 

of the check or mark it on the envelope.  Together we can get this project finished and fully funded. 

THIRD ANNUAL CHILI COOK OFF NOVEMBER 12th:  We will be holding our 3rd Annual Chili Cook 

off on Sunday, November 12th following Liturgy.  See Flier for more details. 

FAMILY YOUT NIGHT: Prosforo Baking:  On Friday, November 10th from 5:30pm-8pm in the church 

hall we will have a Prosphora night where students will learn how to make the traditional bread that Father will 

use for Holy Communion. There will be pizza, fall desserts, and fun fall crafts and games for children and 

families to play! 

3rd ANNUAL PARISH CHILI COOK OFF:  Sunday November 12th after church, during coffee hour we 

will have the church chili cook off! Families can bring their favorite chili recipe to share, families will then 

vote on their favorite chili. The winner will then be rewarded with the golden koutala- spatula!  There will be a 

$5 dollar entrance fee, the money will go towards Sunday school. 

FALL GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING: There will be the Fall General Assembly meeting immediately 

following the Divine Liturgy next Sunday, November 5th.  Many important issues will be discussed and we 

hope and pray to see you all there.  Mark your calendars and make plans to attend. 

PHILOPTOCHOS SUNDAY: November 5th has been designated to honor the achievements of our Assump-

tion Ladies Philoptochos Society. Today a Memorial Service will be offered at the conclusion of the Divine 

Liturgy for those members who have fallen asleep in the Lord.  Also today, a special tray will be passed, on 

behalf of the Philoptochos, in support of the hospitals, nursing homes and philanthropic agencies of our Ecu-

menical Patriarchate.  

READERS WANTED: We are looking for people who would like to serve as readers for the Epistle Reading 

on Sundays starting January 2024.  We will have a meeting after church on Sunday, December 10th. We will 

meet in the church.  If you are interested in joining the ranks please attend the meeting or reach out to Fr. 

Christodoulos. 

GREEK FREAK NIGHT AT THE MILWAUKEE BUCKS GAME:  The Milwaukee Bucks annual Greek 

Heritage Night will be on December 11th. 

     The Church has been given a link to purchase tickets.  Each person will purchase their tickets from the site.  

Prices range from $50 - $108. 

     We hope you can join us as we celebrate the Greek Night with the Bucks and Giannis!  All attendees will 

receive a commemorative Giannis Bobblehead and a wristband to be included in the post game activities with 

Giannis. We will also have a bus from Church. We will soon know the cost and update.  Links for tickets and 

to sign up for the bus bellow. 

Ticket Link 

https://fevo-enterprise.com/event/bucksgreek23 

Bus Link 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0545aeae2ca02-busfor1 
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Venerable John Koukouzelis the Hymnographer of Mt. Athos: Saint John Koukouzelis, a native 

of Dirrachia (Bulgaria), was orphaned in childhood. Endowed with a very fine voice, he entered the Constanti-

nople court school. He found favor with the emperor John Comnenos (1118-1143) and became a chief court 

singer. The sumptuousness and luxury of the imperial court bothered the pious youth. Once, when asked what 

he had eaten for dinner, he replied, “Beans and peas.” The name Koukouzelis (beans and peas) stuck with him 

ever after. 

     John began to seek ways to escape the enticements of the court, as well as a marriage arranged for him by 

the emperor. By the will of God, John met an abbot from Mt. Athos who had come to Constantinople on mon-

astery business. John revealed to the abbot his desire to leave the court. The abbot blessed John to come to the 

Holy Mountain. There John was accepted and tonsured a monk. 

     He was given the obedience of tending the monastery’s flock of goats. He took the flock to remote areas of 

the Holy Mountain to graze. There in the wilderness the youth was able to pray, contemplate God, and sing the 

divine hymns in solitude. Charmed by the angelic beauty of his voice, the animals gathered around him and 

listened as though entranced. 

     Out of modesty and humility the singer did not reveal his gift to the brethren. But once, a wilderness dwell-

er overheard his moving pastoral song and informed the abbot. Saint John then revealed to the abbot that he 

had been a court singer. He tearfully implored him to remain in the wilderness with his flock. 

     The abbot was afraid that the emperor would find out that his favorite court singer was on the Holy Moun-

tain and force him to return to court. Wishing to avoid the emperor’s displeasure the abbot journeyed to Con-

stantinople to explain what had become of John and begged him not to hinder the young man from his salvific 

path. 

     Thereafter John Koukouzelis sang on the right chanting stand in the cathedral on Sundays and feast days. 

Once, after singing an Akathist before an icon of the Mother of God, John was granted a great mercy. The 

Mother of God appeared to him in a dream and said, “Rejoice, John, and do not cease to sing. For that, I shall 

not forsake you.” With these works she placed into John’s hand a golden coin, then became invisible. This 

coin was placed beneath the icon. Many miracles have been credited to the coin and the icon. The icon, named 

the “Koukouzelissa” in memory of Saint John is located in the Lavra monastery of Saint Athanasius. It is com-

memorated on October 1st, and on the 10th Friday after Pascha. 

     The Mother of God appeared to Saint John again and healed him of a grievous affliction of his legs, caused 

by the long standing in church. Saint John’s remaining days were spent in intense ascetic efforts. He also 

worked hard on the discipline of church singing, gaining the title of both master teacher and regent (overseer). 

     He arranged and compiled melodies for church stichera verses, troparia and kontakia. He edited texts of 

hymns and wrote his own troparia. Some of his compositions are also in the following manuscripts: “A Book, 

by the Will of God Encompassing All the Order of Progression of Church Services, Compiled by Master 

Teacher John Koukouzelis,” “Progression of Services, Compiled by Master Teacher John Koukouzelis, “From 

the Beginning of Great Vespers through to the Completion of the Divine Liturgy,” and “The Science of Song 

and Singing Signs with all the Legitimate Hand-Placement and with all the Arrangements of Song.” 

     Foreseeing the hour of his death, Saint John took his leave of the brethren, and in his last wishes bade them 

to bury him in the Church of the Archangel that he built. Church singers reverence Saint John Koukouzelis as 

their own special patron saint. 
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