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Moving towards the Incarnation 
The Annunciation of the Theotokos is a significant event in our faith as it commemorates the 

moment when the Angel Gabriel appeared to the Virgin Mary to announce that she would bear 

the Son of God. This event is central to our theology as it represents the beginning of the Incarna-

tion, when God became man in the form of Jesus Christ. 

The Annunciation is celebrated on March 25th each year, and it is considered one of the 

twelve great feast days of the Church. The event is described in the Gospel of Luke, where it 

states that the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and said, "Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with 

you! Blessed are you among women!" (Luke 1:28). 

The church emphasizes the importance of Mary in the events leading up to the Annunciation. 

Mary's purity and faithfulness are highlighted as important qualities that made her a suitable ves-

sel for the Incarnation. Mary is referred to as the Theotokos, which means "God-bearer," empha-

sizing her role in bearing the Son of God. 

We also places great emphasis on the role of the Holy Spirit in the Annunciation. The Spirit 

is seen as the one who overshadowed Mary and made possible the miraculous conception of Je-

sus. This is reflected in the hymn sung during the Annunciation service, which proclaims, 

"Today is the beginning of our salvation, the revelation of the eternal mystery! The Son of God 

becomes the Son of the Virgin as Gabriel announces the coming of Grace" (Troparion of the An-

nunciation). 

The Annunciation is also seen as a moment of great humility and obedience on the part of 

Mary. When she is informed by the Archangel Gabriel that she will bear a son, she responds with 

the words, "Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word" (Luke 

1:38). This statement is seen as an example of Mary's faith and willingness to follow God's will, 

even in difficult circumstances. 

The Orthodox Church also views the Annunciation as a pivotal moment in human history. 

The Incarnation is seen as the ultimate act of God's love for humanity, and the Annunciation is 

the beginning of this process. Through the Incarnation, God takes on human form and enters into 

the suffering and struggles of humanity. This is seen as a profound expression of God's love for 

humanity and a source of hope and salvation for all. 

The Annunciation is also closely linked to the concept of theosis, 

which refers to the process by which humans can become more like 

God. The Incarnation is seen as the ultimate example of this process, 

and the Annunciation is the beginning of this journey. Through Mary's 

faith and obedience, and the work of the Holy Spirit, humans are able 

to participate in the divine nature and become more like God. 

In conclusion, the Annunciation of the Theotokos is a significant 

event in Orthodox Christianity that represents the beginning of the 

Incarnation. It highlights the importance of Mary's faithfulness, the 

role of the Holy Spirit, and the profound expression of God's love for 

humanity. It is also seen as a pivotal moment in human history and the 

beginning of the journey towards theosis. - Fr. Christodoulos 





 

The Parish Council Update 
January 2023 

 

Officers:  Jim Katsihtis, President; Christy Chappell-Belkin, Vice President; Bruce Hansen, Secretary; 

Scott Storck ,Treasurer; Niko Papadopoulos, Assistant Treasurer 

Members: , Conn Choles, Peter Georgalan, Carol Griskavich, Nick Helser, Bill Margetis, Maria Mol-

zahn, Mike Smith. 

 

Blessed Great and Holy Lent! 
 

With God’s grace and help, let’s encourage each other and use this lenten time to grow closer to our Lord 

through repentance, increased prayer and worship, fasting and almsgiving.  What a wonderful opportunity to 

re-focus and re-prioritize our lives.  God became man for us, was crucified, resurrected and ascended.  How 

are we responding to that?  What could be more important in our lives?  The Church in its wisdom and tradi-

tion provides us with this period of preparation, guidelines and opportunities for worship and renewal.  Let’s 

not be distracted and let’s make every effort to grow in our relationship with God and our love for all man-

kind. 
 

GreekFest+ 

Mark your calendars, spread the word and please volunteer to help…GreekFest+ is scheduled for September 

9th and 10th.  Our GreekFest Chairperson, Peter Georgalan, will be communicating more information and 

ways in which you can help soon. 
 

Palm Sunday Lunch and Pascha Dinner 

We are pleased to announce that we will again be having a luncheon on Palm Sunday and a Pascha dinner fol-

lowing the resurrection service.  More details and a signup will be shared in the coming weeks.   
 

Strategic Survey 

This month, we will be sending you a survey to gather your thoughts and to help us shape our Strategic Plan 

and priorities for the coming years.  We plan to share the results at the Spring General Assembly meeting.   

  

2023 Stewardship 

If you haven’t already, please return your Stewardship form and continue to pray for, and generously support, 

our parish.  Your stewardship helps support our worship, ministries, youth programs and facility expenses.  

Our goal is for stewardship to cover our operating expenses without the need for fundraisers.  Please help us 

reach that goal.  And please consider joining the Stewardship Committee to provide input and help us grow 

and engage our stewards in a life in Christ. 
 

Next Parish Council Meeting 

The next Parish Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 21st at 7:00PM.  Parish Council meetings 

will typically be scheduled on the third Tuesday of the month.  

 

On behalf of the Parish Council, 

 

Jim 

407-408-3096 

jkatsihtis@gmail.com 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING:  Will be held on Tuesday, February 21st at 7:00 p.m. 

PHILOPTOCHOS MEETING:  On Sunday, March 5th at 12:00 p.m. in person. 

ASSUMPTION FOOD BANK VOLUNTEER:  On Saturday, March 11th we are organizing a morning of 

volunteering at Good Shepard Lutheran Church.  We will be helping to organize food to be delivered to Allied 

Food Pantry.  During this time of Great Lent which marks an increase of our pray and liturgical lives.  It is also 

an excellent opportunity to give back to God in other ways.  Volunteering to help those in need is a central pil-

lar of our faith.  This event is open to all members of our parish.  Please consider join us on March 11th. 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASS: A.R.E. classes are in full swing.  We are currently continuing 

the Book “The Orthodox Church”. We will have in person classes on Wednesday’s at 11:00 a.m. here at the 

church. We will also have a virtual zoom class on Thursday’s beginning at 6:30 p.m. The classes are the same 

and interchangeable. We look forward to continuing our journey together. 

WOMEN’S SPIRITUAL MEETING:  Women's spiritual  zoom meetings will be on Thursday, March 23rd 

at 7:00 p.m.  If you are interested in participating and you haven't signed in yet please contact Peli Galiti 

at pegaliti@gmail.com  You will get the zoom link in your email. 

     All women from Assumption parish, St. Ignatius Parish and other parishes are welcome. 

PAN ORTHODOX SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY VESPERS:  On Sunday, March 5th at 5:00 p.m. thr Par-

ish of Saint Ignatius will be hosting the Secondnnual Madison Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers.  Please join us 

for the vespers with all our Orthodox brothers and sister in the Madison area. 

PAN ORTHODOX LENTEN VESPERS:  On Sundays March 12th, 19th and 26th the Local Orthodox 

Churches will be hosting Pan-Orthodox Lenten Vespers.  On March 12th Saints Cyril & Methodios Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church in Madison will Host.  On Sunday, March 19th our parish of Assumption will be hosting and 

on Sunday, March 26th Saint John the Wonderworker Orthodox Church in Portage will be hosting.  All ser-

vices will begin at 5:00 p.m.  More information is in attached flier. 

PHILOTOCHOS GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY LUNCHEON:  Enjoy a traditional Greek Plaki fish 

meal.  Adults:  $15.00 (traditional Plaki fish meal) Children:  $7.00 (1/2 fish meal) PLEASE RSVP to mari-

aandpatrick@gmail.com by SUNDAY, March 19th with the following information: 1. Number and types of 

meals. 2. Eat at church or take it home.  All proceeds will be going to support Greece and Cyprus. 

DONATIONS FOR RELIGIOUS ARTICLES: Many of the sacred items on this list are to be donated to 

replace others, which due to time and usage throughout the years can no longer be used in worship services.  

Still others are needed so that we may worship in the proper way /according to our Orthodox Faith. 

     If there is anyone wishing to donate: 

 2 Hanging Vigil Lamps   - $100 

 Censor Stand with Procession candles - $1,050 

 Portable Icon Stand    - $750 

 If anyone has any questions concerning this list, please contact Fr. Christodoulos for more information 

and details. 

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND & CONSTANTINOPLE:   PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY 

LAND & CONSTANTINOPLE:  I have been blessed to lead a few trips to the Holy Land as a priest and I plan 

to lead another one for our parish here at Assumption.  The dates and price have now been finalized.  We will 

depart on Wednesday, November 8th in the evening.  We will be returning on Sunday, November 19th.  The 

total cost of the Trip will be $4,363 and will include airfare, hotel, breakfast, dinner and all transportation.  We 

will have an informational meeting on Sunday, February 19th at 12:30 p.m. in the boardroom.  This will also 

be available via zoom.  We will have a member of AMI travel on with us and possibly also Archbishop Aris-

tovoulols of Madaba who will also be one of our guides.  Consider joining us for this once in a lifetime oppor-

tunity to see where Jesus walked, lived, died & resurrected.  We normally meet with both the Patriarchs of Je-

rusalem and Constantinople.  We will have a meeting soon and will send out info as soon as we have it.  God 

Bless.  https://www.amitravel.com/groups/group/?id=62a946b21059860004c7bd71 
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Assumption Greek Orthodox Church 

11 N 7th Street 

Madison, WI 53704-4904 

Phone: 608-244-1001   Fax:  608-244-1565 

Email: office@agocwi.org 

www.agocwi.org 


