DONATIONS FOR RELIGIOUS ARTICLES: Throughout the year we all ex-
perience moments when we wish to express thanksgiving to God for all blessings
received or to offer intercessory prayer for a loved one or to honor someone dear
to us. For most of us there is a special inner joy to be able to make these expres-
sions in the form of gifts to the House of God in which we worship.

For moments like these, we have prepared a list of sacred items which are used
in our worship and could be offered in thanksgiving and prayer by our beloved
parishioners.

Many of the sacred items on this list are to be donated to replace others, which
due to time and usage throughout the years can no longer be used in worship ser-
vices. Still others are needed so that we may worship in the proper way /according
to our Orthodox Faith.

If there is anyone wishing to donate:

15 Hanging Vigil Lamps - $100 - 6 Donated
Censor Stand with Procession candles - $1,050

Gospel Stand - $450 - Donated
Portable Icon Stand - $750

Artoclassia Stand - $350 - Donated
Holy Thursday Candle Stand - $400 - Donated
Elevation Tray with Cross - $1,200

If anyone has any questions concerning this list, please contact Fr. Christodou-
los for more information and details.

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND & CONSTANTINOPLE: I have been
blessed to lead a few trips to the Holy Land as a priest and I plan to lead another
one for our parish here at Assumption. We are currently planning on departing in
November of 2023. The Itinerary is being finalized and we this trip will be all
inclusive. The cost will include Airfare, hotel, breakfast, dinner and transporta-
tion. In the past this has run around $3,200 and we will get a final price point
when we get closer to November of this year. Consider joining us for this once in
a lifetime opportunity to see where Jesus walked, lived, dies & resurrected. We
normally meet with both the Patriarchs of Jerusalem and Constantinople. We will
give more information soon.

WOMEN’S SPIRITUAL MEETING: Women's spiritual zoom meetings have
resumed again for the year 2022-2023 on Thursday December 15th at 7:00 pm. If
you are interested in participating and you haven't signed in yet please contact Peli
Galiti at pegaliti@gmail.com You will get the zoom link in your email.

All women from Assumption parish, St. Ignatius Parish and other parishes are
welcome.

RIVER FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION: Starting the month of December,
we will be collecting food items for the River Food Pantry. The last day to donate
will be on Sunday December 18th. You can leave your donated items by the front
door of the church entrance. As a church community we can make a world of dif-
ference to those in need the most.

YOUTH EVENTS FOR DECEMBER: Friday, December 16th from 5:30-
8pm is our annual gingerbread family night! Please join us for some fun ginger-
bread house decorating! There will be food and yummy sweets with hot cocoa!

On Friday, December 23rd we will host our first Christmas pajama movie
night starting at 5:30-8pm. There will be popcorn, cookies and hot cocoa! Chil-
dren are encouraged to wear their cozy Christmas pajamas and comfy blankets as
they all watch a fun Christmas movie together!
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Sunday, December 4th, 2022
10th Sunday of Luke
Saint Barbara the Great Martyr
Saint John the Righteous of Damascus

Readings:
Epistle: Galatians 3: 23-29; 4: 1-5
Gospel: Luke 13; 10-17

Sunday School/Parish Council Elections/Saint Nicholas Luncheon

THIS WEEK AT ASSUMPTION
Monday, December Sth, 2022
Fast Day
6:30 p.m.

Adult Religious Education via Zoom
Tuesday, December 6th, 2022
Fast Day
Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker
8:30 a.m.

Orthros followed by Divine Liturgy
6:00 p.m.

Philoptochos Chapter Meeting via Zoom
Wednesday, December 7th, 2022
Strict Fast
11:00 a.m.

Adult Religious Education Class in Person
7:00 p.m.

Choir Practice
Saturday, December 10th, 2022
Fast Day (Wine & Qil Permitted)

4:00 p.m.
Great Vespers
Fr. Christodoulou's Office hours are: Tuesday - Friday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Memorial
Stylianos Tsamardinos 40 day

May his Memory be Eternal!

CHRISTMAS CARD: Each year, our Church carefully prepares a Christmas
Card that is mailed to our entire congregation. Your participation through our
Church Christmas Card will not only convey your warmest and personal regards,
but also free you from mailing personal cards to many families. This is a savings
to you and a benefit for our parish. To include your name on this year’s card,
please complete the enclosed flyer and return it to the church office with your free
will offering (Sugested Donation is $25) by Monday, December 12th. Checks
should be made payable to Assumption Greek Orthodox Church.

CHUCKLE: Son to father as they watch television: “Dad, tell me again how
when you were a kid you had to walk all the way across the room to change the
channel.”

mévteg yap VUEic gic éote v Xpiotd Inood. Ei 58 dusic Xpiotod, dpo tod APpodpu
onéppo 0T, Kol Kat® Emayyeliav KAnpovopol. Aéym o€, ¢’ doov xpodvov O KAN-
poOVOUOG VIATLOG €0TLY, OVOEV OlOPEPEL BOVAOV, KVPLOG TTAVTOV GV, GAAL VTO
EMTPOTOVG £0T1 KOl 0ikovOpovG dypt Tiig Tpobecpiog Tod matpds. Obtw Kol NuELS,
éte fuev vimot, Hrd Té otoryEin Tod KOGpov fuev Sedovimuivol dte 88 RAOev TO
TApope Tod povov, EEaméctelev 0 Be0g TOV VIOV AVTOD, YEVOUEVOV €K YUValL-
KOG, yevopevov VIO vopov, tva tovg Hmo vopov EEayopdon, tva v viobesiav
AmoAAPOLEY.

The reading is from Paul's Letter to the Galatians

Brethren, before faith came, we were confined under the law, kept under restraint
until faith should be revealed. So that the law was our custodian until Christ came,
that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer
under a custodian; for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as
many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you
are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's off-
spring, heirs according to promise. | mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is
no better than a slave, though he is the owner of all the estate; but he is under
guardians and trustees until the date set by the father. So with us; when we were
children, we were slaves to the elemental spirits of the universe. But when the time
had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.

’Ex 100 kot Aovkayv ayiov Evayyeriov T0 dvéyvoopa
T¢ xonpd éxeive, fv Siddokmv 6 Tncodg év Wi Tdv cuvaywydv &v 1oig caffaot.
Kad 18od yuvi v mvedpa Exovco dodeveiog 1 Séka kol OKTO, Kod TV GLYKVRTOV-
oo kol pn dvvapévn avakvoyol gig t0 movielés. dov 8¢ avtniv 6 Incodg mpo-
cspaOvnoe kai simev avtiis Tovol, dmoiélvoat Tig dobsveiag cov: kai émédnkev
aOTij Tag yelpag kol mapaypijno avopdndn kai é66&ale tov Oedv. dmokpbeig 08
0 apylovuvaywyos, ayavakt®v 6tL T® caPfdte é0epdmevcey 0 Incolc, leye T®
Sy’ “EE uépan sioiv &v aic 8¢l épyalechar év Todtong odv épyduevol Bepomede-
o0g, kol pf T fuépa tod caPPhrov. dmekpibn odv avtd 6 Kopiog xoi eimev:
Yrokpitd: €kactog VpudV 1@ capPfite o Avet Tov fodv avtod 1j TOV dvov Ao Tiig
PaTvNG Kol dmayaydv motilel; tavtny 88, Buyatépa ABpadu odoav, fiv Edncev O
ocatavds idov déka kal OkTd &tr, ovk £del Avbfvar dnod tod decpod TovToL TH
nuépa 100 coffdrov; kai todta Aéyoviog ovTOD KOTNo)OVOVTO TAVIEG Ol
avtikeipevol antd, Koi wdg 0 OyAog Eyarpev €mi maot Toig £vOOE0LG TOTG YIVOUEVOLS
o1’ avtod.
The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Luke

At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And
there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she was bent
over and could not fully straighten herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called her
and said to her, "Woman, you are freed from your infirmity." And he laid his
hands upon her, and immediately she was made straight, and she praised God. But
the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the sabbath,
said to the people, "There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on
those days and be healed, and not on the sabbath day." Then the Lord answered
him, "You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his
donkey from the manger, and lead it away to water it? And ought not this woman,
a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this
bond on the sabbath day?" As he said this, all his adversaries were put to shame;
and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by him.



Resurrection Apolitikion
"Hyog mh &
‘EE Dyovg kotiilbeg O ebomAayyvog, Taenyv katedéém Tpupepov, iva muag
€levbepdong 1dv Tabdv. ‘H o kol 1| Avdotacic nudv, Kopie 66&a cot.
Plagal of the Fourth
From the heights didst Thou come down, O Compassionate One. And Thou didst
submit to three day burial that from the passions Thou might deliver us. O our Life
and Resurrection, O Lord, glory be to Thee.
For the Great Martyr Barbara
"Hyog 7k &
BopBapav tv Ayiav tuncopev: €x0pod yop tag moyidag cuveTplye, Kol GG
otpovbiov Eppuctn €& adtdv, Pondeiq kol dnAg Tod Trovpod 1) [laveeuvog.
Mode plagal of the fourth
Let us honor the all-virtuous Saint Barbara; for she broke the snares of the enemy,
and she escaped from them like a bird, with the Cross as her help and shield.
For Saint John of Damascus
"Hyog 7k &
‘Opbodotiog 0dnYE, evoePeiog S1OAOKOAE KOl OEUVOTNTOG, THG OIKOVUEVIG O Qm-
oTIP, TAV HOVASTAV T0 OedmvevsToV EyKoA®TIGH, Tdhovvn co@E, Toig d1duyaig
60V mhvtag Epmticac, Apa tod [Ivedpatog tpéofeve Xplotd 1@ Oed, cwbijvar
TOAG YOYOS NUAOV.
Mode plagal of the fourth
Guide of Orthodoxy and a sacred teacher of piety and dignity, luminary of the
world, and God-inspired jewel of monastics, O wise John, the Spirit's instrument:
by your teachings you enlightened all. Intercede with Christ our God for the salva-
tion of our souls.
Hymn for the Dormition of the Theotokos
"Hyog o
‘Ev 1] ['evvnoet, v mapbeviav Epdra&as. 'Ev tf] Koymoet, tov kdopov o0 Kotéht-
neg Oeotoke. Metéotng mpog v Loy, Mip dmdpyovoa tig (ofg, kal Taig mpe-
ofeiaig Toig coic AvTpovpévn, €k BavaTov Tag Yuyag NUAV.
First Mode
You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell asleep in death yet did not
desert the world, O Theotokos. You were transported to life, as you are Mother of
Life and, by virtue of your intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
Kontakion
‘Hyocy
‘H TapBévog onpepov, tOv mpoawdviov Adyov, &v Zmniaim Epyetal, OmOTEKEV
amoppitmg. Xopeve 1| oikovpévn dxovtiobeica, d6Eacov petd AyyEAmV Kol TAV
Howévav, fovAnBévia Emoedivar, ITadiov véov, TOV Tpd aidvov Ogdv.
Third Mode
On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffably,
Who was before all the ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the gladsome tid-
ings; with the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him Who is willing to be
gazed on as a young Child Who before the ages is God.

Hpog IN'orhdrag Emoetoliic [Taviov 10 dvayvoopa
Adel@oi, mpo t0D EAOelV TNV mioTy VIO vOpov Eppovpovueda cuykekielopévol
glg v pélovoay oty anokaAvedijval. “Qote O vOUOC Tadaymyog NUAY yéyo-
vev gig Xplotov, iva gk miotemg dkaiwbdpev: éA0ovong 8¢ Thg miotewg ovK £t
Vo Toudoywydv €opev. Iavteg yap viol Oeod €ote did Tii¢ MioTe®G &V XPloTd
‘Incod. Ocot yap eig Xpotov EPanticOnte, Xpiotov €vedvcoche odk Evi
‘Tovdaiog 0vde "EAANY, 00Kk €vi S0DA0G 000E €hebbepog, ovk &Vt dpoev kol BfjAv:

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY — DECEMBER 4th & 11th: With Thanksgiving
having just passed us. We at Assumption are truly thankful for you and your fami-
ly. You are a vital part of our Church Community.

Please take a few minutes to review your 2023 Stewardship Commitment in
support of our Parish Ministries. We have taught the importance of including the
entire family in your stewardship pledge. Including everyone underscores the im-
portance of the Stewardship Program and everyone plays a significant role. Dis-
cussing the Program will teach everyone about stewardship and the importance of
their participation.

Stewardship is an opportunity to examine our priorities and values, to express
our thankfulness, to give of ourselves, and to grow in grace. It allows us to partici-
pate in the work of God. Be prepared to make your Pledge for 2023 on our 2 Stew-
ardship Sundays, and to help us reach our goal of raising $168,000.

Also, as we are coming to a close for this year, please make sure your 2022
pledge is current or paid in full. Your support and cooperation in this matter is
always deeply appreciated

SAINT OF THE DAY: Great Martyr Barbara: Barbara grew up shielded from
the world by her father who had her housed in a high tower. He had given her a
life of ease with servants, a bath with two windows, and idols to worship. Howev-
er, through her own intelligence she began to question the validity of her beliefs.
She left the tower once and met a few Christians who taught her their belief.
When she returned to the tower, she had a third window cut into the bath to repre-
sent the Holy Trinity. When she traced a cross onto the wall, it was etched as if
made by a chisel. A holy spring came out of the floor that later healed the sick.
When her father learned of this, he was so enraged that he beat her and attempted
to kill her, but she found refuge in a cliff that opened for her. He reported her to
Marcian, the governor, who had her arrested and beaten until her entire body was
one wound. Jesus appeared to her in prison with angels and healed her. Seeing
this, another woman, Juliana, also desired to suffer for the faith. They were both
tortured, disfigured, and executed. Juliana was killed by soldiers, Barbara by her
own father. That day, lightning killed both her father and the governor.

GOD HEALS THE BROKEN: The Gospel lesson today speaks of a broken
woman who went through life for eighteen years with a bent back, whom Jesus
healed.

Broken! How much of life this word describes.

What do we do with our brokenness? Do we just give up? Is there no healing?
Is there no mending? Is there no way to wholeness?

Like a tree that is fertilized by its broken branches, God uses our brokenness
for our growth. Just as God takes broken soil and produces a crop, broken clouds
and produces rain, broken grain and produces bread, so He takes broken people
like the Apostle Peter, weeping bitterly, broken by sin, and makes him a saint, a
vessel to be used for God’s greater glory.

God’s perfect work has always been accomplished through broken and imper-
fect people. He took an impetuous Peter, a doubting Thomas, and immoral wom-
en at a well in Samaria and molded them into usable vessels to carry the gospel to
others.

There are ugly flaws in each of our lives. But when we come to Jesus with a
broken, contrite spirit, He will remold us with His love.

“The Lord is near to the broken hearted and saves the crushed in spirit,” says
the psalmist (Psalm 34:18). The Lord is never as near to us as when we are broken
and crushed.
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Come out to our 5™ Annual Greek
Heritage Night to watch the Milwaukee
Bucks take on the Sacramento Kings!

WE[INEE[IHY
DECEMBER 7", 2022 | 7RM

GREEK NIGHT TICKET PACKAGE INCLUDES:

-GAME NIGHT TICKET TQ BUCKS VS KINGS
-EXCLUSIVE GREEK NIGHT BOBELEHEAD-
-“*POST GAME TALKWITH GIANNIS & THANASIS*#- F =

“-BUBJECT 0 CANCELLATION

METROPOLIS
OF CHICAGO

Metropolis of Chicago
@/96/0 (%W

at the Carlisle

Sunday, December 4, 2022 | 5 pm - 9 pm

This year, the Metropolis will be asking guests
to become a Friend of the Metlopohs with a
recurring donation, or to give a one-time gift to
support the Metropolis’ ministries.

Appetizers and refreshments will be served

ORDER AT

FEVO.ME/GREEKNIGHT2022

USE PROMO CODE: GN34 435 E. Butterfield Rd.

Lombard, IL 60148

F'OR MORC INFORMATION CONTACT PAUL GROWT AT PAULGROWT(OUCKS.COM DR 114-227-0501.
LRt Sy o T TR T I {0 T ool el Ty T B S TS e R T Sl Ml M Ty VU T T B Tl Sl S |y 7l (o |
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2022 SAINT NICHOLAS LUNCHEON
&
PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS

On Sunday December, 4th, 2022 following Divine Liturgy
our Parish council is hosting the Saint Nicholas Luncheon

They will be having a Spaghetti Lunch with Salad
There is no set price only a free will offering

We also will be holding our Parish Council Elections this
day.

So Set aside some time on Sunday December 4th and enjoy
a great dinner and fellowship with our Spiritual Family

2022 Annunal Community Christmas Card

We are now accepting names to be submitted for the
2022 Community Christmas Card

In order for our Christmas Card to be successful, we need your cooperation. Please ap-
proach your family and friends whe may not be aware of this program, to see if they
would like to be a part of our Family Christmas Card.
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Monday, December 12th, 2022

Please use this form and send it along with your denation
Free Will Offering but suggested donation is $25. Please send to:
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church
11 N. Seventh Street
Madison, Wl 53704

Please print your name below, clearly and EXACTLY as it should appear in the card.

Name:

May the forthcoming Christmas Season bring te you and your family
the Lord’s blessings of Joy and Good Health!

Thank you for your support of our Assumption Church.
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Assumption Christmas To-Do List

3 % River Food Drive Donations

Dec 1st - Decl8th

Decorate Church Christmas Tree
Dec 4th during class

77 Family Gingerbread Night

EES Dec 16th 5:30pm-8pm

E] Christmas Movie Night
Dec 23rd 5:30pm-8pm

] No Sunday School Dec 25th
j No Sunday School Jan 1st

E Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
e

Please join us for this wonderful trip to help bring the
Cospels to life in front of our very eyes.

Have the opportunity to see the places where the most
important aspects of Christ’s life took place.

Take advantage of the opportunity to walk in the
footsteps of our Lord. Then join us in the City of
Constantinople to the Be there to enjoyaonceina
lifetime opportunity to reinvigorate our faith.

W hat we will be seeing:

o Visit the Church of the Holy Sepulcher were Jesus
Christ was crucified, buried, and resurrected in Glory! |

o Visit Bethlehem and see the spot where Christ was - |
welcomed into the world at the beautiful Church of
the Nativity!

« See the shepherds Field where the angels appeared
to the shepherds to announce the birth of Christ!

« Experience the sea of Galilee and the surrounding
region where Christ called the apostles and spent
much of His ministry!

« See the spot where the Archangel Gabriel appeared
to the Virgin Mary to announce the birth of the
Savior!

» Experience Church of Agia Sophia, the Grand Bazaar,
the Church of Agia Irene, the Church of Chora and the
Patriarchate of Constantinople!

Final cost to be determined.
iy

November 6 - November
All that’s missing is you! 2023

Breakfast and dinner included
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