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Fighting for what we believe

As the month of January Gomewstara sWw

pandemi c news, political anger and the
news story from a few years back. Wh e n
who pointed it out to me. So | researc
among all the other news stories. It s
| ar TWIlséh odi edv made comments about saint
that we do not see saints today, becaus
hear voices. These comments got me ril
outcry of Christians, l'i ke the musl i ms
faith? Where was the fierce defense of
This is something that has not |l acked
ago right after the death of our Lord.
mai ned scattered, and not returned to s
they came back, and have passed on to wu
for the first 300 years of our faith ne
up there faith even in the face of deat
children we had an example of true fait
about some of our greatest theologians
wrong in society even though they knew
think of two great examples of this. T
Saint John Chrysostom and Saint Athanas
one who was one of the most brilliant m
faith, and his sermons are something of
ing the Resurrectional service. He was
sinful ways, not backing down when al/l
He fought for what he believed and it e
nasi os was no different; he was a grea
heresy of ariani sm. He f 0 f—=—sp—g——"1
to the heresy, and was exi U gaal 0 s
Al exandri a. But, he never _ Wd
each of those times, and i ¢/l ki | 1
The time has come for al/|l ‘ t
those around wus wil|l say, e
When someone attacks our f on
of us. This is not a call he
rather | etting all around ar
show the | ove of Christ to u
to the world then anything (
that we | ive by the word of G



What wondrous gifts our God has given us!

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
February 2

The meeting of our Lord — the Light and Life of Mankind!

+ The location shown in the icon is the Temple.
+ God Himself had
commanded that all
Jewish newborns be
presented to the Temple
40 days after childbirth.
+ The Panagia and
St. Joseph bring the Christ Child to sanctify and
dedicate Him to God, in keeping with the law.

+ Jesus Christ, Who is God from before all time,
humbles Himself not only to
be born as a Child, but 6 //
chooses to be born into a life
of earthly poverty!

+ St. Joseph the Betrothed and
the Panagia were too poor to =
offer a sacrificial lamb at the A\’

Temple, so they offered two

turtle doves as the custom u3<_ama.

+ St. Anna the Prophetess had lived in
the Temple day and night for
decades, fasting, praying, and
awaiting the Messiah.
+ On seeing Him, she praises God and
"speaks about the Child to all who %:%a |
the redemption of Jerusalem" (Luke 2: 38).

+ Jesus Christ, Who is God before
all ages, is presented to the
Temple as any other child of a
poor Jewish family of the time.

+ His true poverty is less an issue _
of being born into a poor family, =S
and more that He assumed our ' =
human nature for the benefit of mankind.

+ St. Gregory the Theologian says, “while He was
rich, He became poor so that we might become
rich with His divinity.”

+ Christ is held by St. Simeon, a righteous man,
referred to as the “God-receiver.” g

+ He recognizes the Infant to be
the long-awaited Messiah, and
declares Him “a /ight to lighten the
Gentiles and the Glory of His people,
Israel.”

+ The Holy Spirit revealed Christ to
Sts. Simeon and Anna due to their
piety and steadfastness in seeking
Him, as we are called to do.

+ St. Simeon prophecies to the
Panagia of both her Son’s great
ministry and of heartache she will
endure, foretelling of Christ’s
Crucifixion for our sake.
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The Parish Council Updat e
February 2022

Of ficers: Jim Katsihti s, President ; Mari a Mol z a
padopoul os, Treasurer; Scott Storck, Assistant T
Me mber s: John BayodBthki @hr iConyny Chapepesl, | Car ol Gi
Soloni nka, Ni chol s Hel ser

n February 2, fostMatdiayist wftwe ooammdmordat e &Hi s
f o ow that example and recall our own presentat

|1
each DivifhetLusucgwymend ourselves and one 0anot he

Safety Update

Public Health Madi son and Dane County extended t
again for following our safety guidelines and fo

Carpet Fundraiser & Installation
Our new carpet installation was completed on Fel
with the carpet company and installers, and a sp
Tom Camer on, Ni ck Hel ser and Bruce Hansen for mo
Gl ory to God and thank you to all who have gener
open and we would be grateful for any additional
The carpet is comprised of tiles that are 2 feet
A single tile for $20 (or as many as you may be
10 tiles for $200 to cover the area for a singl
you/ your family stand on each Sunday).

Parish Council Officer Elections
The Parish Council took the Oath of Office on Ja
results were as foll ows:

PrestdiemtKat si hti s

Vi ce PrMas@sridenMol zahn
Secr eBraucye Hansen

Tr easNirka Papadopoul os
Assi st antSclToteta sSutroerrc k

GreekFest+ Update

A meeting wildl be scheduled this month for anyo
Fest +. A separate email with details wild.l be sc¢
munity forsBdewoa#dtes ogebLbder on a plan wild/l see it

2022 Stewardship
| f you@ haalvreenady, pl ease return your 2022 Stewaro
support, our pari sh. Your stewardship helps sup

| 2yeydzSR 2y t
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NS 4 FOCUS on
3 Philoptochos
Help us to Help Others

February 2022
Focus on PHILOPTOCHOS
#PhiloCares

Philoptochos fulfills its mission to “help the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the aged, the sick, the
unemployed, the orphaned, the impnsoned, the widowed, those with disabilities and the victims of
disasters through its National and Metropolis Boards and its 26,000 members and more than 400
active chapters, nationwide.

Our AGOC chapter has seen growing membership these past few years and it's that time of year
again for our cumrent members to renew and new members to join usl!

LOOKING AHEAD

=  Membership 2022: Our annual membership drive begins and we urge you to come join usl!
Come meet amazing women whom you can call your sisters in our army of agape. We
welcome all ladies 18 years of age and up to please join us. Get yourself in the spint of giving
and show your love by doing the good work of Philoptochos. If you are interested in joining us
as a member, you can fill out the membership form in the newsletter or contact me at

lenagiaki@gmail.com or philoptochos@agocwi.org.

= February collection tray: We continue to be #PhiloStrong because of the support of this
amazing communityll The tray collection per month is included in the newsletter. For February

we will be collecting for Local Schools / Local Families.

= |nviting all women of AGOC to come join us at our next Philoptochos chapter meeting (virtually)
on February 1, 2022 at 6 pm via zoom.

NOTES FROM JANUARY

= A very, very large thank you to the community that helped us raise more than $4,500 for
our January commitment to Saint Basil Academy in Garrison, NY, the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese special school for children in need. This is a result of our canng and very
generous community who responded to the appeal letter sent by the organizing committee
(Valerie Kazamias, llektra Kolokouri-Anagnostopoulos and Margo Schmidt), as well as the
parishioners who contnbuted to the basket in church in January.

This is more than double the amount we have been contributing these past few years and this
will be sent to National Philoptochos.

= Organizations which received support from Philoptochos for 2021 for the Metropolis impact
report either through a financial donation, in-kind donation or velunteer hours: Porchlight Inc,
Goodman Community Center, River Food Pantry, Team Rubicon/Ft McCoy (Afghan Refugees),
Kennedy Elementary School, Amencan Family Children’s Hospital Heart & Hands, Salvation
Army Dane County for Children & Families, Aid to Greece (commitment sent to National)

Metropolis dates to note:
=  February 12: Metropolis Philoptochos President's Meeting, Holy Apostles, Westchester, IL

(hybrid — in person and virtual meeting, 9:00 am)



The Ladies’ Philoptochos Society
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church
2022 Membership Drive

We invite you to join us and share in our philanthropic mission. Through your
stewardships and our vanous fundraisers, we are able to donate to many worthy
causes helping people in need locally, nationally, and intemationally. Locally we donate our resources and
Philoptochos power to several organizations on a regular basis, and also to special hardship situations as
needs are presented to us. Nationally and intemationally we support the philanthropic programs of our
Metropolis Philoptochos and our National Philoptochos.

We hope that you will join us as a member and also as a volunteer. Whether you attend regular meetings,
volunteer to help with our activities, or would like to support our work with your stewardship, you will be a
valued Philoptochos member. We look forward to heanng from you.

Please complete the form below and submit it with your 2022 stewardship payment, by February 28, 2022.

Checks should be made payable to *Philoptochos™ and please write membership in the memo section. The
mailing address is below. Thank youl

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY/ZIP:

PHONE:

EMAIL:

| am interested in helping with the following project(s) and please include me!

Wasilopita Dinner (January) (nia 2022) Baklava Plus Sale (Sept. — Nov.)

Mid — Winter Luncheon (February)

Maintaining the Church Hall/Kitchen

Greek Independence Day Dinner

Cooking for Grace Episcopal -Porchlight
Homeless Shelter

Koulourakia baking (Holy Week)

Baking Breads for Special Dinners

Spring/Easter bake sale (drive by pick up)

Coffee Hour Host

Greek Fest Bake Sale
{dnve by pick up or onsite)

Prosforon (Holy Bread) baking

Reception for Assumption Feast Aug 14

Bucket Bigade (church cleaning)

My Stewardship payment of $ is enclosed [check # or cash).
Please note: $15.00 goes to National Phl|{}plﬂch05 $5.00 to the Metropolis of Chicago Philoptochos, and
$2.00 to the Bishop's Fund. We ask for a minimum pledge of $22.00. Dues paid above the amount will be
used for our philanthropic activities and other chapter obligations.

Please refum to Beth Fatsis (1215 E Johnson 5i, Madison, W1 53703)
or drop it in the Philoptochos mailbox at Church.

Thank you for your generous time and support!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
PARI SH COUNCI L WIEIEITIIN&G:hel d on Tuesday, February

CARPET FUNDRPRPO SEREp off set the cost of the new
option to help pay for it. The new carpet comes
ested in seeing i f people would consider donatin
to donate the tiles they are using each services:s
Pl ease consider giving i f you are abl e. Thank vy

PARI SH OUTI NG TO THE MADIGAOMEnNnCASRIt TOHay. Februar:
have a Parish Outi®gHoacktelye Gllane@i yentGapDubluque F
We have to ticket options available in the Eag
is a ticket for the game and all you can eat foo
https://tickets. madc-dpb tfgio®lstya.iognmb esamittsd 15D 4
promo_code=assumpti on
Everyone is responsible for buying their own t
great night of fun & fellowship. It is also a b
ADULT RELI GI OUS EDUCATIROE.CIcA&Sses have begun f
a newfPaoiorkt, Nekt ari ospWSawht!|l ohaveri Cepeusygat cl a.
a. m. here at the church. We wil&d ladé gionriarvg at ve:r
ses are the same and interchangeable. We | ook fo
FROM THE GREEK 8CH®®ks have now resumed again.
School

WOMERKS SPIRITUAL NMEHBMEINNG: gpbmi meealkt i ngs will be
17th at 7:00 p. m. I f you are interested in part
apegaliti @owiwi.lclomget the zoom |Iink in your ema
Al'l women from Assumption parish, St. l gnati us
PAN ORTHODOX SUNDAY OF ORTHODOSYnWEBSPERSASrch 13t
Parish of Assumption will be hosting the first /
for the vespers with all our Orthodox brothers a
CHOI R NHW®: choir at Assumption is |l ooking for n
continue participating in services including Len
students in choirs, and those with voices in al
Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p
cannot attend weekday practice. Al l practices t
netics and are written in western notation. Pl ea
us before or after |liturgy. For more informatdi
gt zougros@gmail.com: We | ook forward to welcomin
J & M HOME HBRIGPERS: handymen, John and Mi ke, Wi
nance for $25/hour, with the money for theiOn8®or

and John -40146080ay75
FUTURE Pl LGRI MAGE TO THE htd@leY bleANDbIl essed to | ec:

as a priest and | plan to |l ead another one for
But i f you are interested keep it in mind and mo
RIVER FOOD PIANTRKN21 The River Food Pantry has se
ut ed, over 43,229 meals served, over 52,117 lunc

they Bleea®e consider a donation to The River Foo



The Meeting of our lLord and ©SavibirsJ
the Church commemorates an i mportant
sus Chris#tO0OfjLukKerty2days -lamfteamt Hvas b
the Jerusalem Templ &, rtehe gcentsed i 6.
Law of Mo s e&) ,( Levwo ma&n 2who gave birt
bidden to enter the Temple of God f
mot her came to the Temple with the ¢
Lord as a purification sacrifice. Th
no need of purification, since she
il[sanctity without defilement. However
the Law.
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Il sed Messiah. By inspiration from ab
y moment when the Most Holy Theotokos and Sai

-Bedei ver Simeon took the divine Child in hi:
eated by the Churillbrelac moewdreitntge sat T\hesup elrhsy:
to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy sal
: a |light to enlighten theo(Geaurktei3l2¢s2,9Samctt ISe r
Most HiB®édlolvd,r gtimiis child is set for the fall
ch shall be spoken against. Yea, a sword shal
rts may( bekexR)edded

the Tempyeawdswitew8Anna t he Prophetesiwhodduc
|l eave the templ e, but served God with fastin
met the divine Child. She al so gave thanks ta
empti ono(ilnukKlelBra)sIaldleemt he i con of t he Rlehaisst Ghhi
establi shed Heaven and earth.

ore Christ was born, ri ghteous men and women
meon and the Prophetess

med worthy to meet e Savior in the Templ e.

[
t h
Feast of the Meeting of the Lord is among t|
s on the Feast by the holy bishops Methodius
ol ogian (+ 389), Amphilocius of lconium (+ 3

407) . Despite its early origin, this Feast was n

n
hi
ur
r
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528, during the reign of Justinian, an earthg
S one. In 541 a terrible plague broke out i n
ing this time of widespread suffering, a sol e

ated on the Feast of the Meeting of the Lord,

|l i shed a more solemn cel ebration of this Feas

rch hymnographers have adorned this Feast wit
Saint Cosmas Bishop of Mai um, Saint John of

the eighth century; and Saint Joseph, Archbi s

this day we also commemorate theitheoBofotf ertihre
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He adotiSi méo nPr oPltheec yYMot her of God is depicted with
i ng her breast: three from the | eft side, three

A simil@f 1ilkbenSewmeAugSwdr dis3) shows three swords
right.

The @MSdaonm&sonPr coplyenby !l i zes the fulfill ment of tihe
sword shal/l pi er co Ltutkreo RgB 5)aur own soul
Hi eromartyr Har al ambos Tohfe HWiaeg o e
Har al ambos, of Magnesia, the Martyrs
Martyrs suffered in the year 202.
Saint hharal ambos, successfully spre:
on the way to salvation. News of hi s
the district, and the military comm
brought to trial, where he confessed
fice to idols.
Despite &6t haedvparniceesdt age (he was 113 vy
monstrous tortures. They | acerated h
skin from his body. During tilhitsharhk
: brethren, that you have restored my
everl aosting |ife!

Seeing &8hen&udance and his complete | ack of ma
l'y confessed Christ, for which they were i mmedi a
i ng the sufferings of Saint Haralambos al so bega

The enraged Lucius seized the instruments of t
forearms were cut off as i f by a sword. The gov

head was turned around so that he faced backwar d
Then Lucius entreated the saint to show mercy

of Saint Haral ambos. During this a multitude of
Lucius, who fell at the feet of the holy bishop,
Lucian reported these event s21l) ,t hveh o mpaes otr h eSre
och (western Asia Minor). The emperor ordered S:
twistedstheasa@ai nhto a rope, wound it around his
an iron nail into his body. The emperor then orc
to burn him with fire, a little at a ti me. But G
Many miracles were worked through his prayer:
devi |l s -ffiowre tyhe artsy, so that many people began to
ter of the emperor, began to believe i n Christ,

the emperor they beat the saint about the mouth
fl ames burned the torturer.

Ful | of wickedness, Septimus Severus and an of
i ngly summoning Him to come down to the earth, e
an earthquake, and great fear fell u@aom hall d blye
bonds, and only by the prayer of the saint were
i mpiety, but again quickly fell into error and g

ey



And finally, the emperor sentenced Saint Har al

bos' final prayer, the heavens opened and the se&
asked Him to grant that the place where his reli
begged that there would be peace, prosperity, an
the souls of these people would be saved. The Lo
the soul of the hieromartyr Haral ambos foll owed

could be executed.sGhdbdypwawbuhigdeadahehomaot yr

Greatmartyr TheowWeo H®l vy tGt eat TWa
the Recruit (Tyro) was a sol dier i n
(northeast province of Asia Minor, st
Bl ack Sea), under the command of a <ce&e
fer sacrifice to idols. Saint Theodor
in a | oud voice. The commander gave
which time Saint Theodore prayed.

They charged him with setting a pagan

be starved to deat h. The Lord Jesus
encouraging him. Brought to the gove
confessed his faith, for which he was
|lburning. The martyr Theodore <c¢l i mbed
prayer and gave up his holy soul to G
This occurred in about the year -33A6 .urJhérartmea B
body of Saint Theodore was buried in the city of
transferred to Constantinople, to a church dedic

Later on, fifty years after the deat h -306f3)Saiwatnt’
commi t an outrage wupon th-eodmandeéi ans, Coammantde

week of Great Lent to sprinkle all the food prov
Theodore appeared in a dream to Archbishop Eudojx
should buy anything at the marketplaces, but rat
Il n memory of this occurrence, the Orthodox Chur
Recruit on the first Saturday of Great Lent. On
foll owing the prayer at the ambo, the Canon to
Damascus, i's sung. After this, kolyva is bl esse

Martyr Theodore on the first Saturday of Great L
397) .

The Troparion to Saint Theodore is quite similar
Yout hs (December 17, Sunday Before Nativity). Tl
by fire, reminds us that he also had faith as hi

We pray to Saint Theodore for the recovery of st

M n



February 2022

Sunday Mionday Tuesday Wednesuay Thursday Fricay Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
Carpet Installation in the Church S
arpet Installation in the Chuic Sscrament
Mo Vespers
00 pm.
Prioptochos
Mesting via Zoom
g a8 2] 10 11 12
Sunday of the Canaanite Strict Fast Hieromartyr Srict Fast
Heralamoas
830 am. orthms 1100 am
8:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy Adult Refigious Echucs- 830 am.
tion Class Ormos followed by
Suncay Sﬁlmli,-"ﬁraek Divine Liturgy oo
Sehool pUL
830 pm. Eneat Vespers
T:00 p.m Adult Religious
ChiDir Practice Educstion Class
13 15 18 by 18 ]
Sunddy of the Publican & ‘Strict Fast ‘Srict Fast Russiah Mission
the Pharisee Sarvice
Tridion Opers
830 a.m. Orthros
245 am. Divine Liturgy
Suntay School/ Greek
‘School S0 pumL
Er2at Vespers
7:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m 7:00 pm.
Parish Counc Chiir Practice Women's Spiritusl 7105 pm.
Waeting Mesting Parish Cuting to the
Maiison Capitnls
20 22 3 24 25 268
Sundsy of the Strict Fast Fimfing of the head of Sirict Fast Saturday of the Souls
Prodigal Son John the Baptist
B30 aum.
8230 am. Orihms 8:30 am. Orthinos followed Dy
fd4Sam Divine Liburgy Oriinos fillowed Dy Divire Liturgly with
Divine Liturgy Memorial Senvice
Suriciay School,/ Greek
Sehoal 500 pumL
7:00 p.m Great Vespers
Chinir Practice
27
Judgement Sundsy
Meatfare Suntay
830 am. ormms
8:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Suncay School/ Greek
Schoal







