CHURCH
STAFF

Parish Priest: Very Reverend
Archimandrite Christodoulos
Margellos

Parish Council President: Jim
(Demetrios) Katsihtis

Philoptochos President:
Eleni Giakoumopoulos

Sunday School Directors:
Susu Saba & Peli Galiti

Greek School:
llektra Kolokouri

Choir Director:

George Tzougros
INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:

Nativity Icon 2
Explained

Saint Nicholas 3
Dinner Flier

Focus on 4
Philoptochos

Church Event 5-9
Fliers

Community L
News

Stewardship i1z-

Card & Info 14
Christmas 15
Card Sign up

DECEMBER 2021

What is the Christmas Spirit!
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What wondrous gifts our God has given us!

December 25

+ All generations are represented ,, T + Countless angels are shown doing the many
in the wise men who travel to ¢ < S | works that we are all called to do \
bring their gifts to God: | as God’s creation. \\ Vi ..
the young (beardless), : o Y + These works include worshipping :. 1.
the grown (black-bearded), ; . - , : God, offering their service, singing +4 ]
and the elderly (white-bearded). : & v AP & . hymns of praise, and announcing < ./ﬂ?:

| " i 1 the Good News of His birth. VOrE £

endured real childbirth. A /e : | .. + Humble shepherds respond to the

+ The cave foreshadows the . \ _ \ | _ _ W L angel’s words and to the star
tomb wherein Christ will AR ¥ , ) showing the way.
open eternal life to all. e RN - _ : 1 » 2. +They come through the barren

+ His swaddling prefigures His [ = 4 | y 1 W £ wilderness...a reminder of the
graveclothes. . f N _ L inhospitable world as it has been

+ Even the animals offer Him Vo N . o & since man was expelled from
gifts of awe and the simple warmth of their breath. : / Paradise.

+ Midwives are shown ; ’ + St. Joseph the Betrothed is seen at a distance
bathing the Child, : from the central image of the Panagia and her
- Child, reinforcing that he is not the father of the
Newborn.
+ He faces out into the darkness,
troubled with doubts about

+ Though not mentioned in the Gospels, according Christ’s Virgin Birth.

to the tradition of the time, two midwives would ‘ + In some icons, he is shown
attend a childbirth. I listening to an old, bent man

representing the Evil One, who
makes these troubling suggestions.

providing care that all
newborns need, to
emphasize His
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+ St. Joseph the Betrothed would likely have
arranged for this.




2021 SAINT NICHOLAS LUNCHEON :-
& e
PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS
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On Sunday December, §th, 2021 following Divine Liturgy -
our Parish council is hosting the Saint Nicholas Lunchon : ng i

They will be having a Spaghetti Lunch with Salad '

d
There is no set price only a free will offering o
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We also will be holding our Parish Council Elections this oY
day. ‘a ge
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So Set aside some time on Sunday December §th and enjoy f i F'Kaf
a great dinner and fellowship with our Spiritual Family
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December 2021
Focus on PHILOPTOCHOS
#PhiloCares

Let us give thanks for being able to be together this year. Let us give thanks for our good health and
the good health of our families. Let us give thanks for our friendships and our Philoptochos Sisters

who are always there for us.

A FEW NOTES FROM NOVEMBER

= THANKYOU - A very large thank you to everyone who supported our 2021 Baklava Plus sale
this November! This is the largest online fundraiser we've had to date. In addition to the 300+
pans of spanakopita and the 30+ pans of baklava made by our members at our church, we
offered a vanety of additional Greek delicacies from our Greek-owned bakery partner to fulfill
more than 240 orders. Thank you to the chairs for this fundraiser: Maria Heide, Elene
Patenaude, Sue Soloninka and Patti Cameron, as well as all the Philoptochos members whose
work and devotion made this possible.

A large shout out to Lainey Skoumbouns who assisted with the online store set up and the tech
support behind the scenes. And also a large thank you to John Soloninka, Mike Smith and Tom
Cameron for their support too.

= THANK YOU - Thank you to all our parishioners who brought donations to our church for the
Afghan refugees at Ft. McCoy, as well as the monetary donations that you put in our monthly
basket.. We (Patti Cameron and Nancy Bnamis) drove 4 car loads to the Salvation Army
headquarters on Darbo Drive and from there, the items will be taken to Ft. McCoy. Your
generosity is greatly appreciated.

»  AGDC Philoptochos Canng Ministry — if vou know of others in our community who are
homebound and could benefit from a call from the Canng Ministry, contact Patti Cameron [/

pcameron | 0@gmail.com or Kathie Fafalios / lennykathie@gmail.com.
LOOKING AHEAD

= Inviting all women of AGOC to come join us at our next Philoptochos meeting (virtually) on
December 7 at 6 pm. Come meet amazing women whom you can call your sisters in our ammy
of agape. We welcome all ladies 18 years of age and up to please join us. Get yourself in the
spint of giving and show your love by doing the good work of Philoptochos. If you are
interested in joining us, please contact me at lenagiak@gmail.com or
philoptochos@agocwi.ong.

=  We continue to be #PhiloStrong because of the support of this amazing communityll The tray
collection per month is included in the newsletter. For December we will be collecting for the
Philanthropy Fund.

Metropolis dates to note:
- December 12: Metropolis Open House at the Carlisle, Lombard, IL
- January 2: Metropolis Wide Vasilopita, Holy Taxiarchai & St. Haralambos, Niles, IL
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SUNDAY SCHOOL FAMILIES PLEASE
JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL

Gingerbread House &
Christmas Mevie Night!

FRIDAY DECEMBER 17TH 5:30-7:30PM
IN THE CHURCH HALL
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ENJOY SOME HOT COCO,
POPCORN, AND A







