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   C H U R C H      

  S T A F F  
 

• Parish Priest: Very Reverend 

Archimandrite Christodoulos 

Margellos 

• Parish Council President:  Jim 

(Demetrios) Katsihtis 

• Philoptochos President:  

Eleni Giakoumopoulos 

• Sunday School  Directors:      

Susu Saba & Peli Galiti 

• Greek School:                     

Ilektra Kolokouri 

• Choir Director:                 

George Tzougros 

Are You Prepared 

     The Feast of Feasts is quickly approaching, and we will all be celebrating 

Pascha right as April ends and May begins.  Only one question remains.  Are you 

prepared?  The only person who can answer this question is you.  The Church has 

given you the tools to prepare both mentally and spiritually, the ball is now in your 

court, “will you utilize that which you have learned?” 

     We have learned through out our journey of Orthodoxy that we must partake of 

the sacraments of the Church.  We must partake of the Sacrament of Confession 

were we have the ability to purge our souls to God and come clean, as well as the 

ability to be forgiven for all our wrongs.  Once we have partaken of the great and 

holy mystery we can fully immerse ourselves within the Liturgy and partake of the 

most Divine Body and Blood of our Lord.  We can use the strength we receive 

from Holy Communion to help us endure these last and most difficult days of the 

fast. 

     What if you have not been properly preparing for the upcoming Feast, be it 

from laziness or forgetfulness, our Lord still gives us a chance to make amends.  

The clues can be found within the Liturgy on Pascha night, in the immortalized 

words of Saint John Chrysostom.  He tells us the Feast is for all who came, be it 

from the first hour or even the last; we are to celebrate none the less.  All though 

our Church offers us this little slice of solace, we should not use it as an excuse to 

be lazy.  Rather we should use it to strengthen our own resolve and continue to 

preach the word to those within our own families that may have forgotten Christ’s 

powerful message.  Take the words of Chrysostom carefully though, as he is 

speaking about the great Feast of Pascha, not about eternal life.  For the scriptures 

are straight to the point on that subject.  If we choose to ignore the words of our 

Lord and continue to move further away from His love, Christ tells us what will 

happen when He says in the Gospel of Mark that we hear on the third Sunday of 

Lent. “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful 

generation, of him will the Son of man also be ashamed”.  Let us heed the warning 

Christ lays before us here and not take anything that has been given to us for grant-

ed. 

     We have had quite a journey this Lent, as we all continue to grow within our 

faith, and it has been an absolute privilege for me to be a part of that journey that 

allows you to make strides toward God.  As we prepare to celebrate Pascha togeth-

er for the fourth time in my short ministry, I can think of nowhere I would rather 

be then with all of you as we shout aloud, “CHRIST IS RISEN” “TRULY HE IS 

RISEN”.  





 

The Parish Council Update 
April 2021 

 

Officers:  Jim Katsihtis, President; Maria Molzahn, Vice President; Bruce Hansen, Secretary; Niko Pa-

padopoulos, Treasurer; Scott Storck, Assistant Treasurer 

Members:  John Bayouth, Christy Chappell-Belkin, Conn Choles, Maria Schirmer-Devitt, Carol Gris-

kavich, Mike Smith.  Alternates: Saed Akkawi and John Soloninka 

We hope and pray you are all well and are having a blessed Holy and Great Lent. 

 May our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ grant us all strength to continue our Lenten journey in peace, 

prayer and repentance.  Our Lord, after His baptism and the temptation by Satan, started his ministry with the 

word “Repent” and calling us to repentance (Matt 4:17).  Likewise, St. Peter after Pentecost, when answering 

the multitude began by saying “Repent” (Acts 2:38).  St. John of the Ladder calls repentance “the daughter of 

hope, and the renunciation of despair.”  May our Lord help change our minds and hearts in true repentance this 

Lent, and draw us closer to Him and to one another. 

Souvlaki Dinner To Go 

 Thanks again to all who helped make the Souvlaki To Go Dinner a success!  Based on the success of 

the Souvlaki dinner and upon recent Philoptochos “to go” bake sales, we believe the model works well for safe 

fundraising.  We will consider holding similar events in the future until we can safely gather, as well as mak-

ing “To Go” fundraisers an ongoing activity for our parish. 

Safety Update 

 The Safety Committee continues to regularly meet and closely monitor the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Thank you for your continued support of the safety precautions and guidelines we’ve implemented for wor-

shipping together, including wearing masks and physically distancing. You are demonstrating beautiful exam-

ples of loving your neighbor.  And you are helping us be able to continue to worship together, albeit in limited 

capacity for the time being.  

 The Safety Committee will be reviewing the most recent updates to the guidelines issued by the Me-

tropolis as well as the latest Dane County Order(s) at its next meeting on April 1st.  The Safety Committee 

will consider safe ways to expand attendance, especially during Holy Week and Pascha. 

2021 Stewardship 

 If you haven’t already, please return your 2021 Stewardship form and continue to pray for, and gener-

ously support, our parish.  And as always, please let us know how we can serve you better.  

 The carpet in the Nave is in need of replacement.  The Council will evaluate several options, including 

carpet squares and vinyl tile similar to what’s in the basement.  Please consider a special donation toward the 

beautification of our church.  Thanks. 

Volunteer Spotlight 

 A special thanks to Tom Cameron who endured the elements and worked hard every week to mow our 

church’s lawn these past several years and help keep our grounds beautiful! 

The next Parish Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 6th. 

 

On behalf of the Parish Council, 

Jim 

407-408-3096 

jkatsihtis@gmail.com 
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Focus on  

Philoptochos 

Help us to Help Others 

 

President, Eleni Giakoumopoulos, lenagiak@gmail.com 

608-556-8186  
 

Vice President:  Maria Molzahn, Secretary:  Sue Soloninka, Treasurer:  Maria Heide, 

Asst.  Treasurer:  Jenny Glatch, Corresponding Secretary:  Nancy Briamis,  Asst. Corre-

sponding Secretary:  Kathie Fafalios  

 
We look forward to continuing our work together and thank you again for your support to all our endeavors. If 
you are interested in joining us, please contact anyone of the officers:  
 
We continue to be #PhiloStrong because of the support of this amazing community!! 
 
CHAPTER ACTIVITIES:  

March 2021 Fundraiser 

Thank you all who contributed to our Relief for Greece and Cyprus fundraiser in March. Proceeds from the 

online raffle are for food, clothes, and medicines for the needy in Greece/Cyprus. Thank you to Faith Zabit 

Morledge who generously donated a 4-night stay at her lakefront property in Green Lake, WI. 

April 2021 Spring Greek Treat Sale 

Philoptochos is excited to announce our spring online fundraiser. We are joining forces with a Greek-owned 

bakery to provide you with delightful and delicious treats, once again available for online purchase.  

Pre-ordering is required.  Don’t delay, click on this https://agocwi.org/shop-2/spring-greek-treats-sale-2021/ to 

enter our online store.  There, you will need to create an account, if you haven’t already, and prepay for the 

items you select. 

April 10 at 12:00 midnight: Deadline to submit online orders.  

Pickup Date: April 24 or April 25 

Pick Up Location: Assumption Greek Orthodox Church, 11 N 7th, Madison, WI 53704.   

Pick Up Time: 12:00 – 6:00 pm: You will receive directions for the drive-up pickup process in a reminder 

email 24 hours prior to your selected pick up slot. 

1st Philoptochos Virtual Auction 

June 10-24, 2021 – the 1st Philoptochos Virtual Auction: Contact the Auction Committee Co-chairs Kathie 

Fafalios or Ilektra Kolokouri or any of the committee members listed in our Assumption directory to learn 

more:  Betty Luck, Faith Morledge, Elene Patenaude, Athena Daniolos and Valerie Kazamias. Thank you pro-

grammers Lainey Skoumbouris and Barbara Vardalas for the assistance.  
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Monthly Tray  

The April tray collection is to be donated to the IOCC. The May tray collection is to be donated to the River 

Food Pantry.  

Pre-Covid-19, the chapter would have a monthly collection basket as a way to collect donations for the various 

commitments (local, Metropolis and national). This was usually passed at the end of a church service.  

As we pivoted our fundraising activities to maintain a flow of revenue to our accounts, we are sharing the 

monthly tray schedule with you. This is an excellent way to continue contributing to Philoptochos and all our 

efforts. We invite all parishioners who are interested in making a donation to:  

• Place a donation in the tray located as you exit the church 

• Send a check to our Treasurer, Maria Heide at 5751 Ballina Pkwy, Fitchburg, WI 53711 and place a note 

in the memo line for which monthly tray collection you wish your donation to be allocated 

2021 Election 

The 2021 Philoptochos elections for the 2021-2023 term will be held in May. Exact date TBD. All full mem-

bers will be contacted for those of you who are on the board, you will be asked if you wish to stay on the 

board again and if you are interested in filling the officer positions for treasurer and secretary. 

METROPOLIS  

 June 13: His Eminence Nathanael’s Name Day 

 September 18: Metropolis Philoptochos Luncheon 

 October 6-9: Metropolis Clergy-Laity. St. Louis, MO 

 November 6: National Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon, Indianapolis, IN 

MONTHLY TRAY SCHEDULE 

APRIL.........................IOCC 

MAY...........................RIVER FOOD PANTRY 

JUNE...........................PHILANTHROPY FUND 

JULY...........................PHILANTROPY FUND 

AUGUST.....................MADISON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

SEPTEMBER..............HELLENIC COLLEGE/HOLY CROSS 

OCTOBER...................CHOIR 

NOVEMBER...............ECUMENICAL PATRIACHATE 

DECEMBER...............ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN PRISON MISSION 
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Assumption Greek Orthodox Church 
Philoptochos Auction – Donation Request 

  
 ______________________________________________ 

 Please print and complete the attached form...  

or Go to this link for the Online form: https://forms.gle/ZqsFVohncGTzrawV7 

 ______________________________________________ 
 

Dear Fellow Parishioners: 
  
I hope that you and yours are coping as best as you can during these very difficult 
and strange times. 
  
Meanwhile, however, the mission of the Philoptochos Society continues to be fore-
most in our minds. Being " Friends of the Poor" Philoptochos continues to maintain its 
role in financially supporting the charitable needs of our local community and beyond. 
  
With the various health restrictions, we are making positive adjustments to our fund-
raising initiatives.  In June we will be launching our Philoptochos Society's first virtual 
auction...an exciting new adventure for us.  We will need the help of the en-
tire Assumption Greek Orthodox community.   
  
You can help us in various ways.  Please consider soliciting or personally donating an 
auction item(s) in the following categories: art, 
entertainment, unique experiences, electronics, services, gift certificates, jewelry, 
etc....Let your imagination drive you! 
  
If the above is not "your thing", is there a contact you can share with a committee per-
son who will make the ask?  Another option can be a financial contribution so that an 
item can be purchased for auction.  Any assistance you can offer will be helpful and is 
appreciated to help us reach our $10,000 goal! 
  
Please let us know how you would like to help...we need everyone.  
Attached is a form we would appreciate you filling out. If you prefer, please contact me 
or one of our other committee members listed in our Assumption directory:  Kathie 
Fafalios, Ilektra Kolokouri, Betty Luck, Faith Morledge, Elene Patenaude. 
  
There are tax benefits which will be explained on the donor form that will be forthcom-
ing when you participate.  Thank you for your every consideration. 
  
 God bless, 
 Valerie Kazamias 

https://forms.gle/ZqsFVohncGTzrawV7
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YOUTH CORNER 
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS:  Blessings to all from the Sunday Church School staff! One of the many great 

things about the children of this church (and their families, of course) is the participation in the events in this 

past year that help bring everyone closer to each other and to God during this time of year. 

     On Saturday April 24th we would love for you all to help us donate again to the River Food Pantry in the 

spirit of alms-giving during lent. In  exchange for your donation your children will pick up a Holy week craft/

goodie bag!  See flyer for more information.  During Christmas we helped donate over 400 lbs of food to peo-

ple and families in need and I pray that we can donate that amount again and even more! Thank you all for 

your help in helping those in need this year. 

     Looking ahead to Holy Week & Pascha.  In future years we will beginning offering a Lenten retreat on Sat-

urday of Lazarus and God Willing a kids Easter Egg hunt on Pascha following the Agape Vespers.  These 

won’t be possible this year but we look forward to offering them next year. 

     Enjoy the change in the season and continue to support the Sunday Church School by bringing your stu-

dents each week, and encouraging them to participate in as many of our projects as possible! 

FUTURE YOUTH GROUPS:  Hopefully this fall we will be launching our New Youth groups Pandemic 

permitting.  We are looking to start a HOPE/JOY Group and possibly a GOYA Group as well.  More infor-

mation will be coming out later this summer so keep you eyes peeled. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

SIGN UPS FOR SUNDAY LITURGIES, HOLY WEEK & PASCHA:  We wanted to remind everyone 

that we are still requiring everyone to sign up online to attend Services on Sunday’s and Holy Week.  Palm 

Sunday, Good Friday and the Resurrection Service Saturday night will be extremely popular and we are look-

ing for ways to increase the amount of people we can accommodate for these services including having a live 

stream down stairs in the social hall.  We thank everyone for their patience and we look forward to things re-

turning to normal in the not to distance future. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: Will be on Tuesday, April 6th, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASS:  A.R.E. classes are in full swing.  We are meeting on Thurs-

day Night vis zoom at 6:30 p.m. We are currently reading the book “On Social Justice” by Saint Basil the 

Great.  All are welcome to join us. 

SACRAMENT VISITS FOR SHUT-INS:  As Covid restriction are easing, I once again want to offer shut in 

and nursing home visits.  If there is anyone shut-in at home, or nursing home and feel comfortable with a visist 

and would like Fr. Christodoulos to visit them and administer the Sacraments of Holy Confession, Holy Com-

munion and/or Holy Unction, please call the church office. Fr. Christodoulos will be visiting people during the 

Week before Holy Week, April 19 to the 23rd. 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY CONFESSION:  The Sacrament of Confession is one of the most important sac-

raments of the Church.  We should always be striving to reconcile ourselves with God.  Take a moment during 

the Lenten Fast to set up a time for this most blessed sacrament.  Please call Fr. Christodoulos if you would 

like to schedule an appointment.  God Bless 

PALM CROSSES FOR PALM SUNDAY:  As we are approaching Palm Sunday we are looking for people 

who would be interested in helping to fold palm crosses for Palm Sunday.  If you are interested we can send 

some palms home with you and we ask everyone to return them eith the Saturday of Lazarus or by 9:00 a.m. 

On Palm Sunday.  Thank you for helping us! 

ALTAR BOYS WANTED:  As we get closer to being able to fully participate and attend services we wanted 

to start to letting everyone know that we will be looking to begin having more altar boys participate in ser-

vices.  This August we weill be having an informational altar boy meeting and will begin training everyone 

beginning late August.  We are looking for boys 8 years old and up to join us in the altar and help serve God 

during the Liturgy.  More information will be out this Summer. 

WOMEN’S SPIRITUAL MEETING:  Join Peli on Thursday, April 1st at 7:00 p.m. for the next Women’s 

Spiritual Meeting. 

GREEK SCHOOL NEWS:  I would like to thank all the students, parents and guests for participating in our 

Greek Independence Day virtual celebration on March 28th.  All the students did a great job and their perfor-

mance was excellent. The Greek school students and their teacher would like to wish everyone Καλή Σαρακο-

στή (Happy Lent)  and  Καλό Πάσχα ( Happy Easter).  Anyone interested to learn the Greek language and par-

ticipate in the Greek school lessons, please contact Ilektra, at ilektra.kol@gmail.com. 

CHURCH WEBSITE:  The church website is set-up for private login to access the monthly newsletters and 

are meant for Church members only, not the public. Church members can read the newsletter on the website, 

but you must create an account before you can view it. Log onto the website and click on "Newsletter" on the 

side-bar http://www.agocwi.org/registration-required/, or "login" on the main menu http://www.agocwi.org/

login/; it will direct you to sign up. If you need help, have questions or something isn't working in the registra-

tion contact me. Lainey Skoumbouris, laney0220@yahoo.com 

ASSUMPTION COOKBOOK PROJECT:  We are starting to collect recipes for our AGOC cookbook. 

Please submit your recipe using this online form: https://forms.gle/jdEM9USt1nSXjGGR8. We are excited to 

create a memorable book to preserve our stories through food! If you are interested in being part of 

the cookbook committee please email Maria Schirmer Devitt at schirmerdevitt@gmail.com 

J & M HOME HELPERS:  AGOC's handymen, John and Mike, will do minor home repairs and mainte-

nance for $25/hour, with the money for their work being donated to the church. Call Mike at (608) 516-9188 

and John at (608) 575-1014 today!  
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Assumption Greek Orthodox Church 

11 N 7th Street 

Madison, WI 53704-4904 

Phone: 608-244-1001   Fax:  608-244-1565 

Email: office@agocwi.org 

 

www.agocwi.org 


